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Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

An unrepentant Chris Woodhead, the 
Chief Inspector of Schools, yesterday 
said the number of incompetent teach- 
ers had only dropped from 15.000 to 
• 13,000, and immediately opened a new 
front -this time against 3,000 heads 
■ who he said were not doing tbeir job 
property. 

Mr Woodhead went on the offen- 
sive after new figures cast dcmbt on his 
15,000 estimate by revealing that only 
88 teachers from 4907 schools in- 
spected since last April have been 
given the two lowest grades. 

-.In the Commons, John Major told 
Tbny Blair that he would not role out 
making a new qualification for head 
teachers compulsory. His announce- 
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; !ht came only hours after Gillian 
iephard, the Secretary of Stale for 
location, had said on BBC Radio 4's 
dtrj’ 1 programme that the 
lalification would remain voluntary. 
- Mr Major said; “I think I would like 
= see how it works but I certainty 
' : QnJd not rule it out” Labour said his 
marks were a further example of a 
1 >Ut between Mrs Shephard and the 
(ime Minister. 

Officials from Mr Woo thread's Of- 
* far Standards in Education said the 
yj® figure was a preliminary esti- 
i eJe^based on primary school in- 
f tecSonsy between April and 
^ccinberlast year. Mr Woodhead of- 
®ed4he.new figure after saying that 
jnc$nparison oouid be made between 
Be old.; system, which produced 
^.GOtV and the new gradings, which 


produced 13,000. 

He suggested the difference was 
largely explained by better teaching but 
also that his own inspectors might be 
partly to blame. Don Foster, the Lib- 
eral Democrats' education 
spokesmazusai± “This is a goal-post 
moving exercise of quite amazing 
proportions.'* 

David Hart, the general secretary of 
the National Association of Head 
Teachers, said: “dearly the number of 
teachers who receive the lowest grades 
bears no relation to the numbers he 
described as incompetent a year ago." 

Mr Woodhead's office has written 
to all inspection contractors to remind 
them to be tough on bad teaching. He 
is also considering a new inspection sys- 
tem which would mean that a higher 
proportion of teachers would be 
reported to the head forbad teaching. 

In his annual report, Mr Woodhead 
said that schools were getting better 
as the culture in education changes. 
Questions were being asked, he said, 
about teaching methods. 

- .More children were being grouped 
by ability and there was more whole- 
dass teaching. “Primary schools are 
grouping their older pupils in ability 
sets for some teaching. Many are 
■ making more use of ability grouping 
within the class. In secondary schools, 
setting by ability is leading to more ef- 
fective teaching," he said. More was 
also being done to take action against 
incompetent teachers. . 

However, he said standards need- 
ed to be improved in half of primary 

* schools and two-fifths of secondaries. 

I “The percentage of lessons judged to 
| be unsatisfactory or poor [about 16 per 

• cent] is an improvement on last year’s 
l figure [18 percent]. Thai this figure re- 
> mains as nigh as it does, shows that the 
\ old orthdoxies continue to exert their 
; influence in too many classrooms." Big 
[improvements were still needed in 
i about one in 12 primary schools and 
i one in ten secondaries. Lessons are 
’ worst for junior pupils. 

literacy and numeracy were still a 
worry, he said. Tbo many primary 
school chil dren were not making 
enough progress. 

Mr Woodhead did not suggest that 
the one in seven primary headsand one 
in ten. secondary ones offering poor 
leadership should be sacked but he 
said: “The problems they are facing 
must be recognised and, if they are not 
malting enough progress, governors 
and local authorities need to face up 
to the fact." 

John Sutton, general secretary of the 
Secondary Heads Association, point- 
ed out that it was only in the last two 
years that the Government had begun 
to fund the kind of training for heads 
which bad always been neressaiy. Mr 
Hart said there was no justification for 
making the new heads' qualification 
compulsory. 

Both the Prime Minister and Mrs 
Shephard welcomed the evidence in 
the report of improving standards. 

Top schools list. 
Three Rs at five, page 8 

Letters, page 13 
Choice, what choice? page 14 



gl] ?J I) 



WEDNESDAY 5 FEBRUARY 1997 


WEATHER. SwwWne and showers 


(IR45p) 40p 


THE TABLOID 

The most 
w 

in America 





NEWS 

The most ' 

dangerous cars 
in Britain page 3 . ^ 


Hindley vows 
to fight against 
Incarceration 
by lynch mob’ 


1 Steve Began 

j Myra Hindley lass night vowed 
| to’ continue her fight to he 
: released from prison after he- 
{ ing told officially by Michael 
I Howard, the Home Secretary. 

that she will ne'er be freed. " 

* In a statement from her cell 
j to 77; t 1 Independent. Hindley 
j described her incarceration as 
I political “containment" fuelled 
by a "lynch-moh rationale'*. 

77a' Independent disclosed in 
December 1994 that David 
Waddington. the former Home 
Secretary, had secretly derided 
in 199M that she should serve a 
whole life sentence - or tariff -- 
fmm which she would ne'er be 
released. Her lawyers chal- 
lenged that derision hut yes- 
terday Mr Howard rejected 
their representations and con- 
firmed the tariff. 

Hindley and Ian Brady were 
jailed for life in 1966 for the 
moors murders of Lesley Ann 
Downey. 10. and Edward 
Evans, 17. In 19N7. they con- 
fessed to killing Keith’ Ben- 
nett, 12. and Riulinc Reade, 16. 

Responding from Durham 
jail Hindley, 54. said: “1 have 
been in prison for more than 
three decades. During those 
years. I have been transformed 
by the tabloids from the willing 
accomplice described at my tri- 
al .. . into the instigator and per- 
petrator of the crimes." 

The statement, which begins 


by expressing regret for the 
victims of her crimes and their 
relatives, says: “Regarding the 
nature of the crimes in which 1 
was involved - nobody but my- 
self ean he fully aware of their 
heinousness." 

And she goes on to quote a 
report by the Committee on the 
Penalty for Homicide, ch; tired 
by Lord Lane, the former Lord 
Chief Justice, which says the 
current system which allows 
Home Secretaries to decide on 
prisoners* tariffs "confers on a 
politician decisions that are by 
their very nature sentencing 
decisions. This means that 
considerations of politics rather 
than justice determine the 
length of offenders’ sentences". 

Hindley’s lawyers said they 
would be challenging Mr 
Howard's derision by'way of ju- 
dicial review in the High "Court. 
In a statement, the solicitors 
Taylor Nichol said the original 
trial judge. Mr Justice Fenton 
Atkinson, had said only that 
Hindley should be kept in 
prison for a very long time. 

The advice of the then Lord 
Chief Justice Lord Widgery in 
1978 was that she should serve 
a shorter term than Brady. In 
1982, Lord Lane recommend- 
ed she serve 25 years, advice he 
confirmed in 1985, but in the 
same year the Home Office set 
its provisional tariff of 30 years. 
David Waddington then’ fixed 
the whole life tariff in 1990. 
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Lady of the dance: Charo Espino In Arte ypaskm, in which she appears with the Paco Pena Flamenco Dance 
Company at the Peacock Theatre, central London, until 1 March Photograph: Laurie Lewis 

The Independent last night won the Guinness Award for the best use of black and white photography m a 
national newspaper It was presented at the British Picture Editors’ awards at the Guildhall, in London 
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Emma Daly 

Belgrade 

After 78 days of protest, Preadeni Slo- 
bodan Milosevic of Serbia has appar- 
ently bowed to the will of his people, 
ordering his government to accept the 
opposition's victory in local elections. 

But last night youths looking for a 
return match with riot police stoned 
traffic police and smashed windows, 
provoking shooting from plainclothes 
policemen and Increasing tension in 
Belgrade. The Prime Minister, Marko 
Maijanovic, is to implement Mr Milo- 
sevic’s demand today, according to 
state television, and wffl ask parliament 
to enact a law allowing councillors from 
Zajedno, the opposition coalition, to 
take control of Uie dty hall in Belgrade 
and 13 other large towns. 

But Zajedno leaders were cautious, 
aware that Mr Milosevic has used such 


£ I will not believe this 
until I see Zajedno take 
their seats and form 
Belgade’s new city 
council 9 

Election crisis, page ID 


concessions only to gain time. Zoran 
Djindjic, the most charismatic of the 
triumvirate leading the opposition, said 
Serbia’s crisis had deepened since the 
poll on 17 November and that the So- 
cialists would have to do more than ac- 
knowledge electoral defeat. The 
opposition also demands a free press 
and punishment of officials responsi- 
ble for the electoral theft and Lhe vi- 


olent repression of demonstrators by 
riot police. Thousands of demonstra- 
tors gathered in Belgrade's Republic 
Square yesterday afternoon cheered 
the news and demanded that Mr 
Milosevic resign. 

They dispersed peacefully under the 
watch of at least 1.000 riot’ police hut 
a few dozen youths hung around and 
stoned traffic police, some of whom 
fired into the air, according to radio 
reports. 

By 7.30pm last night, when citizens 
whistle and bang pots and pans to 
drown the propaganda on slate tele- 
vision news, peaceful demonstrators 
and some hooligans were mingled in 
Republic Square, muddying the waters 
of protest. Some youths among them 
were dearly determined to provoke vi- 
olent scenes and within half an hour 
hundreds of riot police were back in 
the square. 
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fail crash test 
. fev^anall cars subjected to 
-P^iy the Transport Research 
■ .Miwatoiy foiled to meet crash 
{taiu^rdSr provoking outrage 
gsnjhe Society of Motor Man- 
aodTraders. which 
teste had been de- 
that the cars would 
Phjp3 

price hike 

if a ctro of coffee is set 
thin the next few days 
rehuleispas&ou arise in the 
pricebfbearis. Page 11 

jMriiuetb Qarke was given a 
endorsement by the 
.•rimeMiaisier as the“iitfalh‘- 
CficaitoeDcMr" during question 
$toe to the Commons. Page 6 


Major stands firm 

John Major attacked the social 
chapter as a “Trojan horse" in 
a speedi in Brusselk, his first vis- 
it to the capital for nearly two 
years. He said the British gov- 
ernment had made up its mmd. 
“Our enterprise economy is 
not negotiable." Page 9 

Train crash 

Four people were hurt when a 
freight train carrying stone bal- 
last plunged off a bridge and 
crashed into a building in the 
centre of Bexley, Kent Page 4 

Child abuse evidence 

The. first witnesses to give evi- 
dence to the North Wales child 
abuse inquiry told how they 
were abused but did not com- 
plain because “if anything hap- i 
penedtoyou, it was just part of 
the regime.” Page 4 


Directly to jail in Monopoly sting 


David Usborne 

New Vbrk 

When you gel a letter in lhe post 
offering you something for 
nothing, particularly if it is 
cash, there has to be a catch. 
Usually it’s an obligation first to 
buy something else you have ab- 
solutely no use for. On the oth- 
er hand, it could be instant 
arrest. Especially if you are a 
wanted person. 

This was the lesson belated- 
ly learned by more than 250 
American fugitives who fell for 
a fun-filled ruse pulled by the 
finest of New York City. The 
gullible runaways got their 
cbeques, but of a strictly Mo- 
nopoly variety, marked with the 
message: “Go Directly to Jail". 


The sting began when the po- 
lice department sent out 2£00 
letters to missing suspects, most 
of them wanted for small-time 
misdemeanours, such as drug 
possession and violation of pro- 
bation. Purportedly from the 
“New York Division of Un- 
claimed Funds," the letters told 
the recipients that they were 
owed money and invited them 
to visit an address in the Bronx 
to collect it. 

More than 800 of the letters 
were returned “address-un- 
known". A good number who 
got them apparently recognised 
the fingerprints of the law. 
(The NYPD, .after all, tried 
something similar last Thanks- 
giving when it tried to snare 
fugitives with free turkeys). 


But enough of them took the 
bait. Among them was Carlos 
CarmeUo, wanted for possession 
of marijuana. The voung man 
travelled 3,000 miles fry bus 
from New Mexico to meet his 
appointment with new-found 
wealth. He went directly to the 
Bronx and to the so-called Un- 
claimed Funds office, where 
even the receptionist was an 
agent under cover. 

Obviously enjoying them- 
selves, the officers went so far 
as to have cheques ready for 
each of their visitors, none of 
which were bankable. The dud 
cheques were illustrated with a 
depiction of a Monopoly card, 
with the words “Go Directly To 
Jail, Do Not Pass Go, Do Not 
Collect $200". 


Such was the surprise of 
those caught by the sting that all 
apparently gave themselves up 
without violence. “It was so 
calm," said Deputy Inspector 
Anthony Kissik. “They just 
came in and they surrendered." 

Mr Carmelio was doubly 
pained. He had been been ex- 
pecting not $200 but $6,000. 
Worse, on his surrender, the po- 
lice found more marijuana in his 
coal pockets. 


9 , 77095T I, 94 
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Man accused of 

murdering journalist 

A 32 year-old Dublin man was yesterday charged with the murder 
last June of Dublin crime reporter Veronica Guerin. 

Paul ’•Hippo'' Vferd of Windmill Park, Crumiin, was already in 
custody on charges brought last October of conspiracy to murder 
the journalist and of being an accessory to the killing. 

Slate solicitor Clare Galligan told Kil m ain ham District Court in 
Dublin that the earlier charges against Mr Ward were being 
withdrawn. Mr Ward also faces a charge of possession and supply 
of cannabis at an address in TaUaght, Dublin last October, and Ms 
Galligan said it would be decided whether to proceed with those 
charges when forensic test results were delivered. Mr Ward was 
remanded in custody for a further week. Alan Murdoch 

Pesticides blamed for bird decline 

The increasing use of herbicides and pesticides is destroying the 
food chain oE farmland birds and threatening their survival, 
conservationists warned yesterday. 

The finding came during a study carried out by the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds and five other countiyside groups to 
look into the reasons for the drastic decline in the populations of 
some species. The worst hit species is the tree sparrow, whose 
numbers fell by S9 per cent between 1969 and 1994, followed by 
the grey partridge (down 82 per cent), the corn bunting (80 per 
cent) ana the skylark (5S per cent). 

In 1970, just 5 per cent of land was sprayed with insecticides, 
compared Lo 90 per cent in 1990. During the same period, the use 
of herbicides almost doubled - in 1970, each field was sprayed 1J 
times while 20 years later the figure bad risen to 2_5 times. 

Briton killed by Rwanda gunmen 

A British human rights monitor and a Cambodian colleague were 
killed in south-west Rwanda when their vehicles were ambushed by 
gunmen. IWo Rwandan assistants were also killed. The names of 
the victims were being withheld until families had been notified. 

The attack was the latest in a series of incidents in which 
foreigners have been targeted, and the third involving UN human 
rights monitors. Western Rwanda is a stronghold for Hutu 
insurgents, many of whom were involved in the 1994 genocidal 
slaughter of more than 500.000 people, and since they began 
returning from Zaire at the end of last year, there have been about 
500 killings - raising concern about a return to civil war. 

Stepfather in court on murder charge 

The 23-year-old stepfather 

of missing schoolgirl Zoe 
Evans - Army private Miles 
Evans (pictured) - was 

remanded in custody by 
West Wiltshire magistrates 
yesterday accused of 
murdering the nine-year- 
old between 9 and 12 
January. After the hearing 
at Trowbridge magistrates 
court Inspector Geoff 
Hicks of Wiltshire police 
renewed an appeal for 
bcI P ,n Ending Zoc's body. 
He said “We are still 
appealing to the public to 
point us in the right direction and we are looking for any evidence 
that might identify where she is.*’ Fifty officers were still working 
on the case. Inspector Hicks added. 

Runaway fraudster starts jail term 

A fugitive businessman who cheated riding stables, stud farms and 
lively yards of £lm, was yesterday brought back to Britain from ! 
South Africa to begin a 33-month jail sentence. 

Peler Lane, 54, of Hopwood, Worcestershire, and a fellow 
director of his company, were convicted a year ago of two fraud 
charges after a 10-week trial. He went missing while on bail and 
was sentenced in his absence. Chris Mowbray 

Police held in corruption probe 

Five RUC officers - including one inspector - were among a 
number of men arrested yesterday by detectives involved in a 
major corruption inquiry linked to the sale of second-hand cars in 
Northern Ireland. Seven car dealers were also detained in West 
Tyrone. Fermanagh and South Derry. The covert operation has 
been going on since October 1995 and detectives travelled 
extensively throughout the UK as part of the investigation. 

University plans new £10m library 

Oxford University yesterday unveiled plans for a new £ 10m library 
to bring under one roof its collections in classics, archaeology. 
Egyptology and art history. 

The Sackier Library, proposed as the first stage of a new centre 
lor humanities next to the Ashmoican Museum, will be financed 
with a gift from the Dr Mortimer and Theresa Sackler Foundation 
and matching funds from the university. The building, designed as 
a rotunda in a classical style, would accommodate 12,000 metres of 
books on the cultures of Greece. Rome, the near East and Asia, 
currently scattered round other university libraries. Lucy Ward 





Pamela Karri man: Her loyalty to young Bill Clinton was not forgotten by the President-to-be 


politics fights for her life 


P amela Harrfman, the British-bom US ambassador 
to France and grande dame of American politics, 
was gravely ill in hospital in Paris yesterday after 
suffering a brain hasmorrage on Monday night 
Mrs Ham'man, 76, the farmer daughter-1 n-law of Sir 
flfinston Churchill, was taken !!) while swimming in the 
xml at the Ritz Hotel. Her son, the Conservative MP Win- 
ston Churchill, flew to Paris yesterday to be al her bed- 
side. 

President Jacques Chirac asked the foremost French 
surgeons to make themselves available to the Ameri- 
can Hospital in the suburb of Neuifly where Mrs Harri- 
nan was said to be in ‘very serious" condition: 
President Clinton, a friend and protege of Mrs Ham- 
nan long before he reached the White House, was said 
o be deeply concerned. The thoughts of the President 
mdjthe First Lady are with Mrs4tammar at this moment,” 
i Write House spokesman said. .-V 

' Like no' other political personally stfll Wng/Pameia 
toi ri marr can cfadra personal acquaintance with most 
tdmg frgures'on tooth sides of toe Atlantic for thetas! • 
decades. Bom Pamela Dic^jy in Fambo rough hi 1920, 
e married Randolph Churchill when she was 19, on 
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The teenage girl 
who died trying 
to cure her acne 

A teenage girt trying to cure her 
acne died from a blood dot after 
taking prescription skin-care pills 
which also work as oral contracep- 
tives, an inquest heard yesterday. 

Christina Robinson (right), a 17- 
year-old A-levef student from Great 
Yarmouth, Norfolk, died from a 
massive blood clot on her lung af- 
ter taking the pills. 

She had fried a variety of antibi- 
otics and creams to get rid of her 
spots but when they did not work 
she was advised to turn to a pill 
called Dianette. 

Six weeks later - half-way 
through her second monthly pack- 
et - she suffered breathing difficul- 
ties and collapsed, according to 
her mother, Hilary. She collapsed 
again a week later and died in 
intensive care, said Mrs Robinson. 

Dianette, which has been taken 
by thousands of women, has the 
same possible side-effects, such 
as deep vein thrombosis, as con- 
traceptive pills. 

However, family planning ex- 
perts yesterday urged women not 
to panic and stressed that the 
chances of women developing 
deep vein thrombosis from being 





on Dianette were "extremely rare" 

- less than 60 in 100,000. 

Sobering Health Care, makers of 
the pill, said: “We are very sorry to 
hear of this case ...Precautions for 
the use of all oral contraceptives 
are well known and they remain an 
extremely effective and well-toler- 
ated method of contraception. 

Yesterday Mrs Robinson said: 
“We want to make ft clear that we 
do not blame the professionals in 
this, we just want to warn other 
people what can happen.” 

An Inquest was opened yester- 
day in Great Yarmouth and ad- 
journed until May. Matthew Brace 


the eve of the Second World War. On her divorce at tor 
end of the war, she moved to France, where she was 
friendly wfth, amongst others, Gianni Agneffl, Andre Mai 
raux, and Jean Cocteau. In 1960 she married the Hof 
lywood producer Leland Hayward. 

After his death in 1 971, she met, and married, the bil 
lionaire statesman and political fixer, Averell Hardman 
whom she had known during the war. 

For 15 years, their mansion in Georgetown, Wash 
ington was one of the principal political salons in the 
United States, and the Harrimans among the leading fi 
ures; : and financiers, of the Democratic Party. After h 
third husband's death in 1966, Mrs Hardman continu 
the role alone, encouraging, amongst others, the : 
bftions of a young southern governor, Bill Clinton, i_._ 
a young southern Senator, A! Gore. She became 
bassadortoParis whenG&ifonbeeame President m 1! 

. ft was strongly . rumoured a year ago lhat she wouf 
relinquish the post at the start of. asedotitf Cfihton term 
The rumour wasrenswed only this WBek by fifewswee 
which predictedshewauki be reptecedty-.Erank Wi 
no; ambassador fri New Delta, or FefixRoftatyn, an eco 
omist close to the President John Lichfield — Pans 


Firth left edd by 
screen heat 

Colin Firth, the actor who set 
female hearts racing as Charles 
Darcy in Pride and Prejudice, 
claims the heaving bodices in the 
hit series left him cold. 

He told the Radio Times “it 
wasn't my cup of tea". “I feft like a 
drug dealer who doesn’t get high 
on his own supply. I'll peddle the 
stuff but won’t use it. AJf I did was 
put on a costume and act” 

Firth is now starring In Nostromo 
on BBC2. He will soon be seen in 
The English Patient, the big screen 
adaptation of Michael Ondaatje’s 
Booker Prize-winning novel, and 
also the film of Nick Hornby’s 
Fever Pitch. 

Firth is touchy about his own ro- 
mantic life. "The Implication that l 
go around with a bimbo on my arm 
Is not correct, ” he said. 

He said of his y ear-long relation- 
ship with Jennifer Ehle, his Pride 
and Prejudice co-star: "It wasn't 
just a location romance." 

He added: “It’s perceived that 
actors go off with each other, and 
that is not ... entirely unjustified. 
The outside world disappears, to 
be replaced by this intense world. 
You don’t have to worry about ... 
the gas bill. You just forget tilings.” 
David Lister 


PUBLIC SERVICES 

Opting-out blamed for 
lack of accountability 

Doctors, teachers and housing officers believe they are now less 
accountable to the public they serve as a result of the 
Government’s programme of encouraging schools, hospitals and 
housing estates to “opt out" of local authority or NHS control. A 
two-year study by Brunei University, sponsored by the Economic 
and Social Research Council, is sceptical of claims that opting-out ' 
has increased efficiency or made these organisations any more 
responsive to the public 

The researchers dispute assertions by ministers that things are 
better outside the control of councils or the National Health - 
Service and argue there is no reliable data to on which to base 
“before and after" comparisons. 

Opting Out and the Experience of Self Management. ESRC, Mans 
House, North Star Avenue, Swindon SN2 1 UJ- David Walker 


HOUSING 

Building confidence in recovery 

The number of new homes being built in Britain has reached its 
highest level for over two years, according to Government 
statistics. Minist ers claimed this was further evidence of a strong 
recovery in the h onring market, with a 53 per cent rise in the last 
quarter of 1996, compared with the same period a year earlier. 

Hie rr ^rrihor of new homes started in the whole of 1996 was put 
at 174,200, 4 per cent higher than in 1995. The latest figures for 
homes under construction are broadly in line with the 
Government’s census-based prediction that 4.4 million extra 
homes are needed in England over the next 25 years. 

But these statistics also show that while private-sector house 
construction is gathering strength, public -sector building by 
hnnri ng associations for poorer families remains in a slump, 
following severe cuts in Government grants. Nicholas Schoon 



EMPLOYMENT 


Real-terms earnings in decline 

Government claims of rising prosperity are called into question 
today by new analysis of official figures. Data provided by the 
House of Commons Library to the Labour Party shows a 1.2 per 
cent fall in real earnings for the last three years. 

Northern England has fared worst, with a decline of 12-5 per 
cent in the north-west and 4.7 per cent in Yorkshire and 
Humberside. The biggest rise was enjoyed in Greater London with 
a 7.6 per cent rise, but the South-East outside the capital 
experienced a decline of 05 per cent. . . 

When the pay of part-timers was taken into aooount, real median 
earnings stood at £228 in spring 1993 and £225 in spring 1996. The 
calculation points to the notional person in the middle earnings , 
taking into account the rate of inflation. Barrie dement 


AVIATION 

Missile protection recommended 

A commission of aviation experts convened by President Bil) 
Clinton following the crash of TWA 800 last summer is to 
recommend fitting commercial airliners with anti-missile devices 
to help protect them against terrorist attack. 

A draft of the commission's report, which should be officially 
published next week, includes a call on the US government to 
“prepare for use of surface-to-air missiles by terrorists", among 
other sweeping recommendations on improving flight safety. 

The possibility of a mis sile attack was seriously considered by . 
investigators into the TWA crash, following eyewitness reports of a 
streak of light touching the plane before it fell. But the theoiy.has 
fallen from favour with an explosion in a centra) fuel tank now 
seen as the likely cause. David l 


SCIENCE 

‘Human pollen’ causes hay fever 

Both the immediate and lingering effects of hay fever are caused ! 
because pollen particles closely resemble a molecule found in the 
human body, according to US scientists. Two new studies piiblishe 
in this month’s issue of the journal Structure discovered that the 
three-dimensional structure of a protein called profilin, which 
binds pollen to other molecules, is the same in many places as that 
of human profilin. Charles Arthur 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41_2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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iNice car: roomy, nippy and 

economical - but is it safe? 


Randeep Ramesh and 
Christian Wobnar 

New crash tests designed for safety-con- 
soons motorists yesterday provoked a 
- j!° US r<w tween the motor 
industry and consumer groups. 

. All seven small cars failed tests car- 
ried out by the Transport Research 
Laboratory in Berkshire, provo king out- 
rage from the Society of Motor Manu- 
facturers and Traders whose spokesman, 
Ro^er King, said; “These tests have been 
designed on purpose so that cars fail 
them. Cars are not built to these stan- 
dards and therefore they cannot 
possibly meet them". 

The £lm testing programme ranked 
the Rover 100, the blest version of the 
Metro which is one of Britain's best-sell- 
ing small hatchbacks, as the worst for car 
safety in the results issued by the 
Department of Transport-sponsored 
crash tests. The Rover 100, received just 
one star out of a possible four in the Euro 
New Car Assessment Program (NCAP) 
ratings. The VaushaO Corsa, Nissan 
Mkxa, FiaiPunto and Renault Clio fanvt 
slightly better, scoring two stars. 

Tbe Hard Fiesta, Britain's best-selling 
small car, and the Volkswagen Polo 
topped the table with three stars. 


protection in each weight category. 


lished in the motor magazine whai 
Car? and will be made available to all 
.12 million RAC and AA members. 
However, the Government will not 
force dealers to cany the informadon. 

“We think and hope that industry will 
use these results to promote their cars," 
said John Bowis, Road Safety minister. 

Ttou new cars of each model were 
bought by the testers and subject to ride 
and hoot impact tests. Crashes with 
pedestrians were also tested by shoot- 
ing dummy limbs and heads at the front 
of the car. 

In the tests, the Corsa, which was 
bought by nearly 76,000 motorists last 
year, saw the passenger’s head severe- 
ly damaged by bitting the glove com- 
partment in a frontal collision. The 
driver's knees in a Renault CHo were 
found to be particularly vulnerable and 
many of the airbag did not make a dean 
contact with the dummies. 

Motoring organisations welcomed 
the new results. “ At last the consumer 
will be able to buy a safer car," said Ed- 
mund King, a spokesman for the RAC 
one of the test sponsors. Research from 
Sweden has shown that half of fatal and 
disabling injuries could be saved if peo- 
ple chose the cars that gave the best 


ingthat the tests were “more severe than 
required by current legalisation". The 
company said the tests were “too fast". 
However Adrian Hobbs, of the Trans- 
port Research Laboratory, which carried 
o ut the tests, said .that “we had to con- 
sider speeds where fatalities were 
likely to occur". 

The manufacturers have criticised 
the tests, arguing that they carry out 
much more extensive testing on their 
models. However. Edmund King of the 
RAC pointed out that the manufactur- 
ers have failed to release information to 
allow people to compare models on the 
basis of safety. He said: ’This type of test- 
ing is carried out in Australia and is very 
influential in determining which models 
people buy." 

One of the testers said be was very 
sceptical of the manufacturers willing- 
ness to publicise a car’s failings: “We all 
see manufacturers shouting about how 
quickly they go from 0-60 mph. How wilj- 
ing would they be to say how slowly they 
can do 60-0 mph?" said one engineer. 

Dealerships have also criticised the 
programme.“ff you have a Rover deal- 
ership it is prang to be very difficult to 
say ‘oh yes rt is much less safe than the 
other make’ — I mean, it hardly helps," 
said David Leftriing. a spokesman for Lex 
Service, one of Britain’s largest motor 
showroom groups 

Sheila McKechnie, ihe chief executive 
of the Consumers' Association, said that 
she would be writing to the Association 
of British Insurers to see whether the re- 
sults could be used to lower premiums 
for certain marques. 

The NCAP tests will also test family 
saloons with the results being published 
later this year. 

Car manufacturers have fought on the 
Continent to prevent the testing pro- 
gramme from receiving European fund- 
ing. 

Martin Bangemaim, the industry com- 
missioner, wrote to safety organisations 
last year warning them that such testing 
could damage the “brand image" of 
European car manufacturing 
companies. 

The rating system allows customers to 
see how likely they would suffer from se- 
rious injuries if they were driving m one 
of the cars tested. Tbe worst results 
would mean that drivers would have a 
20 per cent chance of incurring an in- 
jury while the best would mean drivers 
had a one in 20 chance of escaping 
without a scratch. 
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Above all, it's a Rover Yes, but you are more likely to die in 
a revamped Metro, than in most other small cars 


Motor industry chiefs 
beef over safety tests 


Christian Wbhnar 

The motor industry has been lobbying 
fiercely against these safety tests for tbe 
past few days, culminating in a luncheon 
at the plush City Rhodes restaurant just 
off Fleet Street yesterday, timed to en- 
sure that reporters could not go to Crow- 

thorne for the briefing on the tests. 

David Coulthard, the raring driver, 
was wheeled out to give a talk on safe- 
ty and a series of spokesmen for the in- 
dustry attempted to u set the record 

Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, said: “We would not like to give 
the impression that we are here to 
whinge and whine about this report” 
He could have fooled the 50 or so drn- 
eiswho had to pul up with over an hour's 
haranguing about the inadequacy of the 


tests while waiting for a first course that 
did not come untuafier 2pm. A bad mis- 
take since eveiyone knows a journalist 
on an empty stomach is a bad-tempered 
journalist. 

The message from the organisers, the 
European Automobile Manufacturers 
Association, was that the industry is con- 
cerned about safety but that the testsper- 
formed by the Transport Research Lab- 
oratory were inadequate. “You have to 
judge safety on more than just two tests," 
said Mr Kong. 

The diners, however, were more 
concerned about their own health. 
Faced with something that looked like 
beef, one journalist asked Mr King 
anxiously: “Is it British beef?" A wait- 
er said it was Scottish Iamb but by the 
amount left on people's plates, the 
journalists were not convinced. 
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German pride: Living up to the marque's sturdy image, the 
Volkswagen Polo scored highly in the crash tests 


Bazaar tale 
of King Pepi 
and the 
Egyptian 
souvenirs 


Be careful Nicole: Tests on Renault's Clio, which stars in a 
popular TV advert showed the car to be less safe than many 


I Jojo Moyes 

A leading antiques restorer 
smuggled stolen tomb relics 
out of Egypt by painting them 
to look bice cheap bazaar sou- 
venirs, even marking one with 
I ihe word "Egypt”, a court was 
told yesterday. 

Once back in England. 
Jonathan Tokelcy-P.iny. known 
as "Jontv”, cut up and repaint- 
ed the relies so they could be 
resold without l race! it was said 
| at Knighisbridge Crown Court 
! in west London. 

On the first day of the trial, 
members of the jure were told 
that Mr Tbkcley- Party said to 
Mark Perry, whom he’eotnmLs- 
siuned to smuggle the pieces out 
of Egypt, that lie was "doing the 
Egyptians a fax our” by restra- 
ins them to their former glory. 
Earlier, they were shown pho- 
tographs of Mr Tokeley-Pany 
and an Egyptian accomplice 
sawing up a false door from the 
: tomb of Hetcpka, before the 
sections were resold. 

Mr Tbfcelcy-Riny has plead- 
ed not guilty "to three counts of 
handling stolen goods, including 
artefacts from the pyramid tombs 
of Heiepka and King Pepi and 
a bronze figure of the Egyptian 
god Horns. 

Paul Dodgson, for the pros- 
ecution, told the jury that the 
careful disguising of the well- 
documented valuables once 
they were in England was es- 
sential if they were to he resold 
undetected. 

“If you can mislead the 
prospective purchasers on where 
it came from, then you can also 
avoid the conclusion that the ob- 
ject was stolen after 1983." he 
said. This was the date on which 
the exports of Egyptian relies 
were banned under law. 

The court was told that Mark 
Perry, an odd-job man. was in- 
troduced to Mr Tbkeley-Parry 
in 1992 by a mutual friend. With 
one child and another on the 
way. Mr Perry said he was keen 
to earn extra money. 

"He [Mr Tokcley-Parry] 
asked if I would be interested 
in doing a bit of smuggling. I 
wasn't interested at the time," 
Mr Perry said. “He said it 
wasn't drugs, it was antiquities. 
I was all right with that." 

Mr Perry told the court that 
Mr Tokeley-Pany. who was said 
to hove already attempted to re- 
cruit someone else, agreed to 
pay him £500 a trip to an as yet 
unnamed destination. "1 was 
over the moon. It was nearly the 
same as 1 was earning in a 
month.” he said. 

Mr Perry, who had done wry 
little travelling said he assumed 
that "smuggling" meant that he 
would be breaking minor export 
laws. “I spoke to Jonathan 
Tokcley-Parrv the next day. I 


think 1 said something daft like 
Tm in. - He laughed ... he said 
"I knew you would'." 

Mr Perry said he was given a 
black Samsonite suitcase with 
combination locks, which Mr 
Tokeley-Pany mid him were 
best for security, and lokl to buy 
some new clothes, for w hieh he 
was given a loan. 

The fust trip, he was to be ac- 
companied by Mr Toke ley- Par- 
ry. *T thiHjght if he's coming w ilh 
me it can't be that difficult." Mr 
Pern said. 

He s:iid that when they ar- 
rived at lire Windsor Hotel in 
Cairo in September 1^2, Mr 
Tokeley-Pany checked himself 
as Dr Johnson. He appeared to 
he well known to hotel staff. 
Soon after they armed. Mr 
Perry said. Egyptian people 
brought antiquities to their ho- 
tel ritdm. including figurines and 
a stone relief. He said Mr Toke- 
ley-Parrv showed him how to 
“paint ihem up". 


6 We painted 
them up. You 
ended with a 
piece that looked 
as if it came 
from a bazaar? 


"We first had some sort of liq- 
uid. 1372. It hardened as you 
painted it on. I suppose to save 
damage." Afterwards, they 
would apply gold lear and dis- 
guise distinguishing features 
by. for instance, painting hi- 
eroglyphics black. “You ended 
up with a piece that looked like 
something out of a bazaar." Mr 
Perry said. 

On the journey home, some 
days later. Mr Tokeley-Pany 
told him that they should ignore 
each other and they sal in sep- 
arate parts of the plane for the 
duration of the return flight Mr 
Perry was told, if questioned by 
customs, to say he had bought 
the pieces at a' bazaar. 

The court was told that Mr 
PCny subsequently made a suc- 
cession of trips for Mr Tokeley- 
Pany between 1992-95. 
collecting antiquities to be dis- 
guised and sold hack in England. 

Mr Dodgson said the fact that 
the goods were stolen in Egypt 
did not matter to this court. 
"There is no doubt that the 
items were stolen. They be- 
longed to the state of Egypt and 
therefore they are stolen 
goods," he said. 

The case, which is expected 
to Iasi six weeks, continues 
todav. 
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Witnesses tell 
of child abuse 
at Welsh home 


Roger Dobson 

The first witnesses in the North 
Wales child abuse inquiry told 
yesterday how they were phys- 
ically abused at a children’s 
home when they were teenagers 
and how difficult it was to 
complain. 

Being sent to the cow-dosed 
Bryn Estyn home was. accord- 
ing to one witness, regarded as 
a punishment. 

Asked why he did not com- 
plain, one witness said: “It used 
to go on all the time. When you 
are 14 or 15. who do you com- 
plain to? I didn't complain, I 
didn’t know how to complain. 
If anything happened to you it 
was just part of the regime.” 

Another said he saw it as 3n 
approved school: “I was there 
to be treated the way I was." 

The Waterhouse Tribunal, 
which is expected to take one 
year hearing evidence, heard 
that the Inst three witnesses had 
all been resident at Bryn Estyn. 
Wrexham, in the mid-1970s. 
Another 30 former residents of 
the home are due to give evi- 
dence over the next two weeks. 

Each of the three said they 
had been struck by the former 
careworker Paul Wilson who 
three years ago was sentenced 
to 15 months’ imprisonment. 



Sir Ronald Waterhouse: Will 
hear evidence for one year 

suspended for two years, for 
physically assaulting boys at 
the home. 

The tribunal was also told of 
bullying among the residents of 
the home which had around 60 
residents at any one time. The 
tribunal chairman. Sir Ronald 
Waterhouse, has ruled that 
none of the alleged victims or 
the alleged perpetrators can be 
named except where they have 
been convicted. 

About 180 former residents 
of homes in North Wales are 
due to give evidence. About SO 
people have been accused of 
abuse and most of them are 
expected to give evidence. 

Because of the trauma of giv- 


ing evidence about alleged 
abuse, a special counselling ■ 
service has been set up for for- 
mer residents. One of yester- 
day's witnesses, who was being 
questioned about an allegation 
he had made, said: “Do you 
know how hard it is for me to 
stand here today?” 

The tribunal wfl] hear evi- 
dence from 26 former resi- 
dents of Bryn Estyn who 
complained of abuse. Another 
nine statements are being made 
by complainants who win not 
give evidence. 

The tribunal was set up last 
year because of increasing con- 
cern abocit allegations of wide- 
spread abuse, both physical 
and sexual, at homes* across 
North Wales. 

One of the witnesses, now 33, 
said of ft uI Wilson: ‘‘Basically 
he was a bully who would pick 
on weaker children and those 
he didn’t like.” 

Another, who was allegedly 
hit in the stomach, said: “He 
didn't hurt me, he was just be- 
ing macho." 

The witnesses told the tri- 
bunal that they were unaware 
of any system for complaining 
at the home, which is one of 
more than 30 where there have 
been allegations of abuse made. 

The tribunal continues. 



Engine of destruction: The scene at Bexley in Kent yesterday after a freight train plunged off the track while crossing a viaduct Photograph: RA 
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James Comtek 

Engineering investigators will 
spend today frying to find out 
exactly what caused the derail- 
ment of a train which plunged 
off a bridge and ploughed into 
a building in the centre of Bex- 
ley, in south London. 

Emergency service workers 
who arrived at the crash site 
near Bexley station just after 
noon yesterday said afterwards 
that it was a mirade no one had 
been killed. 

John Berry, the London Am- 
bulance operations manager at 
the scene, said that four men 
had been rescued from the rub- 
ble. He described three of them 
as “walking wounded" who had 
miraculously sustained only 
minor injuries and said the 
fourth was being treated for 
head and pelvic injuries. The 
four were last night being treat- 
ed at Queen Mary s Hospital in 
Sidcup. 

The train, operated by the 
freight franchise English Scottish 
Welsh Railways ,was en route 


Wren 

suffered 

‘Chinese 

torture’ 


A former Wren became clini- 
cally depressed after a “Chinese 
torture" of sexual harassment 
and bullying from Navy col- 
leagues, a psychiatrist told an 
industrial tribunal yesterday. 

Dr David Enoch, a consultant 
psychiatrist who treated Lesley 
Morris, 23, in March 1996 - 10 
months after she had left the 
Navy -said: “The constant sex- 
ual harassment and bullying 
were a massive precipitant in 
her depression. In my view it win 
take a long time for it to fade 
and will be a source of vulner- 
ability for the rest of her life." 

Miss Moms, from Shotton, 
near Chester, was discharged 
from the Navy in May 1995 as 
“temperamentally unsuitable" 
after she took an overdose of 
paracetamol tablets. She is 
claiming constructive dismissal 
from the service. 

Dr Enoch, emeritus consul- 
tant psychiatrist at the Royal 
Liverpool Teaching Hospital 
said me underlying feelings of 
fail lire at having to leave the 
Navy would be with Miss Mor- 
ris for a long time. 

The Manchester tribunal 
heard (hat she had been men- 
tally scarred by her experi- 
ences. But Dr Enoch admitted 
that other factors may also 
have contributed to her de- 
pression. 

‘‘There were other reasons, 
bur the main reason was this 
Chinese torture., It was constant 
humiliation. It was made worse 
by the fact that she wanted to 
be in the Navy and wanted to 
stay in the Navy," he said. 

The case continues. 


from Three Bridges in West 
Sussex to Gillingham in Kent 
when it was derailed on a raised 
section above Victorian arches. 
Staff working in the businesses 
underneath described the crash 
as the train left the tracks on the 
bridge as “like an earthquake". 

Six of the train's 19 wagons 
plus two engines came off the 
track and ploughed into the edge 
and roof of the arches, ripping 
away yards of masonry. The 
overturned wagons containing 
stone ballast spilled their freight 
over the area, burying cars, 
trees, vans and outhouses be- 
longing to the small engineer- 
ing and motor companies below. 

Rescue teams continued to 
work last night with thermal 
imaging cameras, trying to es- 
tablish that no one was left un- 
derneath the mounds of rubble. 

Structural engineers from 
track owner RaJ track said that 
the Victorian bridge itself was 
still intact, despite the force of 
the derailmenL A spokesman 
said: “It is the derailment which 
has caused damage. The train 


came off I he track and crashed 
into the edge of the archway." 

Rail track said the company's 
primary aim was to establish the 
reason for the derailment but in- 
sisted that the bridge was safe 
and they believed it had not con- 
tributed to the accident, adding 
that comprehensive structural 
checks were carried out every 
six years on all railway bridges, 
with visual checks being carried 
out every year. 

However, a number of the 
businesses in die Bexley archways 
claimed that Rail track had car- 
ried out no check in die last two 
years. Mike and Celia Sheehan, 
who own The Printers, said: “We 
have been here two years and 
Railtrack have conducted no 
tests. This is now a worry to us. 
We don’t want to work, here un- 
til we know’ it is safe." 

Railtrack headquarters in 
London said that although the 
cause of the derailment had yet 
to be established they had no 
immediate plans to carry out na- 
tionwide checks on other Vic- 
torian stone archways. 


Dorrell to 
shake up care 
in community 


Glenda Cooper 

Radical plans to reform care in 
the community were put for- 
ward yesterday after the Gov- 
ernment admitted that current 
practice had “failed too often". 

“The status quo is not an op- 
tion," said Stephen Dorrell. 
the Secretary of State for 
Health, launching the Green Ri- 
per on mental health yesterday. 
It listed four proposals for deed- 
ing with the mental health sys- 
tem aimed at preventing future 
communication breakdowns be- 
tween health and soda! services 
which have been blamed for a 
succession of care in the com- 
munity tragedies. 

These include Stephen Lau- 
dat who stabbed a fellow patient 
82 times, Anthony Smith who 
killed his mother and brother 
and Christopher Clunis who 
stabbed to death Jonathan Ziio 
at a London underground sta- 
tion in 1993. 

Last month a report bv the 
research body the King's Fund 
into London's menuU health 
services found that the capital 
was fading the menudlv HI with 
services near to collapse and un- 
able to meet the demands made 
on them. 

Die-Green Paper's most far- 
reaching proposal involves set- 
tini up a new- statutory 
authority directly accountable to 
die Health Secretary which 
would be responsible for both 
health and social services for the 
mentally ill. At present the 
changes will only relate to men- 
tally til adults. A second option 
would designate either health nr 


local authorities as the single 
agency in charge of psychiatric 
and social care. 

Other suggestions are for 
health and local authorities to 
establish new joint bodies be- 
tween them, or to delegate 
particular functions or respon- 
sibilities to each other. 1 

“We either have to demon- 
strate that we can improve co- 
ordination by a number of 
administrative means within the 
statutory framework, or we have 
to change the statutory frame- 
work. The status quo has failed 
too often," said Mr Dorrell. 

“I think it is dear that any poE 
icy based purely on care in the 
community will not be a sensi- 
ble policy to pursue," he added. 

His proposals met with a 
mixed reaction from mental 
health charities. The charity 
Sane backed the single unitary 
authority, seeing it us the most 
effective and economic way of 
providing beds, 34-hour care 
and property trained staff. 

But the charity Mind said set- 
ting up new unitary mental 
health authorities would <mly re- 
sult in “further upheaval and 
disruption". 

The National Association of 
Health Authorities and Trusts 
and the Sainsbunr Centre for 
Menial Health also rejected 
the idea of new authorities, 
and called for a mental health 
agency headed by a single man- 
ager while health and social ser- 
vices departments retained their 
listing responsibilities. 

■ Developing Partnerships in 
Mental Health published by 
Tnc Stationery Office price B5JSS 
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Jason Bennetto 

■ Crime Corespondent 

• numbers of Asian, Afro- 
sbean, and Jewish people 
in Britain hold racist views 
about each other, according to 
a report published yesterday 
which challenges the belief that 
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most" prejudices are held by 
whites. 

Authors of the survey 
described the findings as threat- 
. ening to open up “a Pandora's 
boor’* on the race issue. 

The study of more than 1,700 
people also suggests that 
Asians, blacks, and Jews arc 
..more prejudiced about inter- 
racial marriages than whites. 
Almost all white citizens believe 
that the British are prejudiced. 
In addition, white people were 
found fo be anxious about therr 
British identity, losing their 
“culture*’ and jobs. 

Bui the surprise finding of the 
Institute for Public Policy Re- 
search study is the. apparent 
widespread prejudices held by 
□ 00 -whites in Britain. 

Evidence was found of inter- 
ethnic racism particular ly 
‘between blacks and Asians, 
/and a: belief by the Asian and 
Jewish community that Afro- 
Carib beans are harming 
improvements made in race 
relations. 

In arare piece of research on 
British racial prejudices the 
• NOP polling organisation ques- 
tioned 933 whites, 282 Asians, 
252 Afro-Caribbean’s and 252 
Jews during October and No- 
vember last year. . 

Oh the question of inter- 
racial marriages almost half 
the Jews questioned said they 
would mind if one of their 
dose relatives married an Afro- 


Caribbean. compared to 46 per 
cent of Asians and 24 per cent 
of whites. 

Jews were also strongly 
apposed to close relatives mar- 
rying Asians, with 47 per cent 
saying they would mind, com- 
pared to 28 per cent of whites 
and 18 per cent of blacks. 

Marriage to Jews was 
opposed by 40 per cent of 
Asians, 19 per cent of Afro- 
Caribbeans, and 15 per cent of 
whites. Some of the opposition 
is believed to be due to religious 
differences. 

Asians, followed by Afto- 
Caribbeans. are most likely to 
think that the majority of 
refugees claiming asylum are 
bogus. Asians are also more 
Ukdy to think that there are too 
many Africans and Asians 
- immigrating to Britain. 

Yasmin Alibhai-Brown, a re- 
search fellow at the IPPR,said: 
“fit is a] complex picture and it 
will not do us any good to deny 
interethnic problems and while 
anxiety.'' 

She added: “1 hope we don't 
have the USA condition where 
you have an awful backlash 
from whiles [against the] ethnic 
co mmuni ty, bill also between 
the different ethnic groups. 

“We were worried that we 
were 
box wi 

In a more detail group dis- 
cussions researchers found peo- 
ple divided into four ideological 
groups. The “die hards'’, who 
are openly racist and tend to be 
white working class. 

The “I'm not racist but ..." 
who are racist but do not admit 
iL They are often middle-class, 
white females and first gener- 
ation Asians, who say things 
such as: “1 don’t care what 


opening up a Pandora’s 
vith these surveys.” 


DAILY POEM 


Freedom - the children 

By Ruth Silcock 

“Bfc’n? worried about the children. 

They rate round the field in the evening 
As if they were wild things, crazy 
Or sickening for something. 

Why do they play the fool 

The minute they come out of school? 

How can we help the children? 
h it the food we give them? 

They’re not bad children, lazy 
Or glum. We forgive them, 

But why do they race in the evening, 

Silfy and strange and leaping ?" 

Ruth Silcock's collection A Wonderful View of the Sea (which 
includes this poem) is published by Anvil Press at £7.95. Sev- 
eral of the poems draw on her former career as a social work- 
er with both adults and children; she has also written several 
children's books. 


fever 


suses 


lentil w.***:** 




i 


iPAPER S vC i|J 

ssr-«?!- 






You wouldn’t hold 
an England 
Rugby International 
anywhere 
but Twickenham. 

Twickenham is to English Rugby, as the 
International Convention Centre, Birmingham 
’ is to business meetings. 

ftu could elsewhere but, understandably, 
vou want the best. 

•r 

The ICC has it all. Fantastic, modern facilities, 
outstanding quality of service, ease of access and 
remarkable value for money. 

One try; and our clients are converted. So 
before you arrange your next conference or 

* ITgttMTDWL 

meeting, call 0121 200 2000 

’ BRMNGHAM 

todav 



Hie UtUntate Co n t en tion Centro 

International Convention Centre 
Broad Street Birmingham B1 2EA 




colour someone's skin is, but 
' they can't come over here and 
get more than we do." 

The “comfortable liberals”, 
who are usually hand-wringing, 
white educated professionals 
with strong anti-racist views. 

The fourth group comprises 
the ‘'young optimists'* who tend 
to be young and include more 
Asians and blacks, and mix 
with otter ethnic groups and 
feel racism is wrong. 

A typical comment among 
this group was: “How can you 
jndge everyone just by the 
colour they are.” 

Other foldings from the in- 
stitute's research include the 
view that immigration is not an 
important issue among the vast 
majority of the public. 



Jurassic lark: A model being delivered yesterday at the Clocktower centre hi Croydon, south London, forth® dinosaur 

starts its national tour there next Thursday. It is a fun look at the lives of dmosauis from conception through to teenage years Photograph. Nicola Kurtz 


LET'S FACE IT, 

SOME COMPANIES WILL NEVER BECOME 
INVESTORS IN PEOPLE. 


It has nothing to do with their location, their 
buildings (however monstrous) or even their age. 

It has everything to do with their attitude. Some 
companies' approach to their staff is prehistoric. 
They see people as a cost, not an asset. Units of 
labour, not individuals with aims and ambitions. 

With such primitive thinking, they're unlikely 
to qualify for the 'Investors in People' Standard. 

No way. Unless they begin to appreciate people 
for their efforts and the contribution they make. 

Unless they create an environment where 
everyone knows what's going on and what's 
expected of them. A climate in which anyone and 
everyone can come up with ideas and suggestions. 

Unless they introduce regular reviews and staff 
appraisals, leading to tailor-made training. 

If you work for one of these companies, don't 
give up hope. Ring 0345 70 71 72 (9am to 9pm 
weekdays, local rate) for an information pack. 

Find out how you can help the company evolve. 
And how you can evolve into part of a go-ahead 
team. You know what they say. 'Adapt or Die'. 

www.itLnet/go/to/iipuk 














Competitive edge: The Tory MP Ian Brace (right) coming in ahead of Labour's Austin Mitchell to win the House of Commons’ annual Bramley and Spoon race at Westminister yesterday 

'Infallible’ Clarke left red-faced 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Kenneth Clarke yesterday was 
given a ringing endorsement by 
the Prime Minister as the 
“infallible Chancellor" which 
left both Tbries and Labour MPs 
roaring for more as election 
fever again gripped the House 
of Commons. 

John Major’s remarks were 
intended to embarrass the 
Shadow Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, for his endorsement of 
Mr Clarke’s limits on spending 
and tax. 

But the Chancellor’s face 
turned bright red with embar- 


rassment at the Prime Minister' s 
words, which echoed Baroness 
Thatcher's endorsement of 
Nigel Lawson as ‘'unassailable'' 
shortly before her Chancellor 
resigned. Mr Major also ducked 
Labour taunts about the 
rumours that the Tories could 
abandon the Wirral South 
by-election to call an early gen- 
eral election. 

John Prescott, Labour's 
deputy leader, said: “John Ma- 
jor's refusal to confirm whether 
the by-election will go ahead 
shows all the signs of a con- 
spiracy to deny the people of 
Wirral South their vote on Feb- 
ruary 27." 


There were continued signs 
that the Tbries are preparing for 
defeat in the by-election, and 
Mr Major is teasing the Oppo- 
sition about the election date. 

lory MPs have been asking 
Conservative Central Office to 
clear up confusion between 
Stephen Dorrell, Secretary of 
State for Health, who said they 
would win the by-election and 
Michael Heseltine. the deputy 
Prime Minister, who said the 
voters would give the Govern- 
ment a kicking. The MPs were 
told that Mr Heseltine was 
“nearer to the message". 

Although Malcolm Rifkind, 
the Foreign Secretary, will 


today reinforce Mr Major's 
attack on Labour on Europe, 
Tory Euro-sceptics were unim- 
pressed with Mr Major's sally 
into Brussels against the social 
chapter. “He should not be 
using a speech in Brussels to car- 
ry on the election campaign at 
home. It wiD prove counter-pro- 
ductive," said one disgruntled 
ToryMP. 

The Shadow Foreign Secre- 
tary, Robin Cook, will hit back 
today accusing Mr Major of 
“demeaning" the role of Prime 
Minister by his Brussels speech. 

Setting out Labour’s position 
on Europe for the election, Mr 
Cook will say: “The grotesque 


caricature to which Mr Major 
reduced the social chapter 
demeans both the level of 
political debate and the stand- 
ing of his office." 

Attacking the Euro-sceptics 
as the “militant tendency" of the 
Tory party, he will challenge Mr 
Major to justify his daim that 
half a minion British jobs would 
be under threat from the social 
chapter. “There is nothing in the 
social chapter which threatens 
British competitiveness," Mr 
Cook will say in a lecture host- 
ed by the Centre for European 
Reform. 

Mr Cook, who said at the 
weekend that it would be diffi- 


cult to stay out of a stable Eu- 
ropean single currency in 2002, 
last night insisted that he was 
not committing Labour to 
entry of the single currency, if 
it was established on time. 

“If we feel that Britain is able 
to benefit from the advantages 
of the single currency, we will 
go in. If it is not in a position 
in which it can compete on lev- 
el terms within a single currency, 
with the monetary obligations, 
we will not go in." 

He said Labour would make 
its judgement on the econom- 
ic conditions, whereas the 
Tories were in the “grip of dog- 
ma and prejudice". 


Bobbitt strategy 
and cunning traps 

T ony Bankswas dazzled, and he did not like it. On a 
point of order, he raised the “increased luminosity" 
m the chamber. The extra tight had, he quipped, 
reminded him how “ugly they are on the other side". 

The uqgatiaiu (but luminously correct) Mr . Banks 
well have been referring to his bite noire for the day, the" 
Environment minister. Sir Paul Beresford - a Kiwi dentist 
knighted by Baroness Thatcher for services to Wandsworth 
Council. “Go bade to your bDlabong!" Mr Banks shouted at 
one point during a Beresfordian extraction of a political . ~ 
point from an unaesthetised Labour or Liberal Democrat 
coundL 

Ft may welt have been Kent County CbandL Baditionafly 
Tory, it has Mien to the barbarian hordes, and huge cuts are 
now having to be made in spending on education. The | 

council blames the Government, and the endangered Kent . . 
Tbiy MPs are desperately blaming -the coundL Jacques 
“Buzz-saw” Arnold invited the Mouth Mangier to lay into the 
wasters of the garden of England. Sir Paul did. Kent council *• 
was trying on an old aide “cutting off something vital and 
then showing the bleeding stump!" 

While we were pondering this colourful Antipodean j 

phrase (What exactly had been severed? was this another' ' J 
vfie American import: the Bobbitt strategy?) Labour's tall j 
and nervous spokesihing, Graham Allen, bad launched into : 
a little tirade about how - come the revolution - Labour’s 1 
candidates in the Kent seats would be more patriotically 
pro-Kent than the snivelling quislings presently in place (a ■ | 
rat lot of good it will do them too, smee Gordon wont give 
’em a penny extra, or lift the spending cap). The Gob 
Grubber was ready. “A double blow here!" he exclaimed in' 
the tones that have shrank the testicles of thousands of 
male root-canal patients. On the one band we have the. 
bleeding stumps - and on the other the counting of 
chickens!" 

It had all become too surreal: stumps and bleeding 
chickens, bridge-work, dosing schools and Jacques Arnold 
I closed my eyes and when l opened them again it was 
Prime Minister's question-time. The Labour leader Tbny 
Blair had reverted to one of his Tm a responsible guy" - 

short single questions, and sat down (to spend the next 10 
minutes stroking his chin, m caminingr his tig as though an " 

alien had affixed it to his chest when he was not looking, 
and gazing at the roof to see where this alien might have 
escaped to). It was left to the formidable Denis MacShone 
to do the damage . The Rotherham dandy drew himself up, 
buttoned his jacket, adjusted his cuffs, cleared his throat - 
and launched. What about ol’ Clarkcy and his imposition 
of an airport tax, which would cost a. family of four an 
average of 80 quid a throw, eh? 

But, said John Major, had not the honourable gent's own 
shadow Chancellor just endorsed all the spending plans of 
said Garke? “The Chancellor", he said, “is infallible!" Up 
till now chancellors have been “unassailable". Popes, alone, , 
have been infallible. Mixing them up may be unwise. 

Another Labour dandy, former firebrand and current 
DKNY cloth eshorse Peter Hain was on hand with a terrible 
trap dug for Mr Major. 

The Prime Minister had told Japanese industry that he 
could not wait for the Euro, but told Tfcddy Taylor MP that 
it was an abomination of hell “Which", asked Mr Hain, “of 
these two views espoused by him were correct. Or is he 
infallible?" “No," replied the Prime Minister. ^They're 
both incorrect". Philosophers win be discussing that one for 
years to come. 
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Blair gives signal to put 
the Tube back on track 


Steve Boggan 

Tbny Blair yesterday committed 
a Labour government to mod- 
ernising the London Under- 
ground network in partnership 
with the private sector, and at- 
tacked Conservative plans to 
privatise the system. 

During a speech on Labour’s' 
, plans for a modernised, inte- 
grated transport system, Mr 
Blair said Labour would keep 
“strategic control" of the Un- 
derground, whilst allowing the 
private sector to provide trains 
and maintain tracks. 

Responding to leaks of the 
Government’s plans to sell oft 
London Underground which is 
valued at up to £13bn, for only 
£600m, the Labour leader told 
a meeting of industrialists in 
London: “They [the Govern- 
ment's plans] offer the prospect 
of windfall gains for private 
shareholders but no new in- 
vestment to improve services for 
passengers until, at the earliest, 
2001. 7b be fares wfl] rise each 
year until privatisation, but 


once privatised, there would be 
no guarantee of service levels 
being maintained" 

The Government appeared 
last night to have postponed its 
plans to announce the privati- 
sation of the Underground this 
week after the memorandum by 
Sir George Young, the Trans- 
port Secretary, setting out the 
options to the Prime Minister, 
was leaked. 

The leak was one of the 
most comprehensive disclo- 
sures of Cabinet discussions in 
recent years. In the memoran- 
dum, Sir George disclosed that 
the Cabinet had agreed to pri- 
vatise die Underground at the 
meeting held at Chequers to 
consider plans far the manifesto. 

“We agreed that we should 
announce our intention to pri- 
vatise London Underground 
at an early date. You may like 
to make the announcement, 
perhaps at one of your prime 
ministerial press conferences. 

“Alternatively, I could do so, 
perhaps next week, to link in 
with the privatisation theme 


which EDCP (Cabinet com- 
mittee on co-ordination and 
presentation of policy) has 
recommended. 

“I would be grateful foryour 
views and those of the business 
managers [whips] on handling, 
particularly on whether we 
should volunteer a parliamen- 
tary statement 

*1 believe that we should 
aim to move quickly in order 
to maximise the impact of the 
public announcement” 

Sir George said he had sub- 
sequently met William Walde- 
grave, Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, over his concerns that 
it would be difficult “to sell to 
the public". Sir George said: “I 
believe that he is now content 
with my proposals ..." The is- 
sue of fares was “arguably the 
most damaging area of criticism 
during the railways privatisa- 
tion," he added. 

“I believe that, as a minimum, 
we need to give a commitment 
to no real increase in average 
fares for at least the first four 
years after privatisation". 


Mr Blair said Labour 
planned to keep ownership of 
the Underground in the public 
sector, whilst allowing more 
private sector involvement, 
from refurbishing stations Co lay- 
ing new track. “Across the whoe 
range of London Under- 
ground's activities there is scope 
to bring in private-sector capi- 
tal and skills," he said. 

“There could be new ‘design, 
renew and operate' schemes, 
where the private sector would 
refurbish and maintain the 
tracks and tunnels. Bain man-r 
ufactnrers could be contracted ; 
to provide trains to meet the ser- »* 
vice level set and run by Lon-ii 
don Underground itself. : - 


vice level set and run by Lou-tF 
don Underground itself. : v , 
“It would mean we could - 
make a start on improving the 
underground within months of 
the election of a new Govern- 
ment." Mr Blair’s speech was 
delivered to a business and 


by the Industry Forum, the par- 
ty's consultative body given the 
task of forging closer ties with 
the business community. 


Pertfaps you need 
some more facts: 

Inside Flyer magazine named Memberahip 
Rewards the Best Affinity Credit Card pnv 
gramme of 199b- “By J staggering majority, 
American Express comes first, wiping out ail 
rivals-." ' Once enrolled you can oqoy a great 
range of rewards- including complimentary 
Sights through a dwice of eight frequent Byer 
prog ramm es. You gain paints with virtually 
every purchase you make on the Charge, Cratir 
or Corporate Card. These points don't expire as 
long as you're a Gaidmentiw. Plus if you use the 
Cud to book with our partners, you gain their 
programme points as well as valuable M m h nalu j j 
R ewards Pants. Any more questions? 

To find oat how we can help you 
do more, call now: 

0800 700 767 


Civil servants I New blow to ban 


angry at sell-off 
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Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Civil Service unions are to 
mount a legal challenge against 
an attempt by ministers to push 
through the privatisation of the 
Paymaster General’s Office be- 
fore the general election. 

The PGO, which performs a 
variety of administrative tasks 
for the Government including 
running the pensions system for 
nearly all 500,000 civil servants 
and 1 million other public-sec- 
tor workers, is due to be sold off 
in the next few weeks in an ex- 
tremely tight timetable. 

Tbe schedule only allowed four 
weeks - including the Christinas 
period - for the checking of the 
accounts by the three companies 
which have been shortlisted. 
Bids were due in last month and 
the the Government is commit- 
ted to a sale on I April. 

Graham Corbett, of the Civ- 


il and Public Services Associa- 
tion, said: “The timetable for tins 
is extremely tight and there is 
only one reason why they are in 
such a hurry; they want to get it 
away before the general election 
... There is going to be no time 
for consultation once the pre- 
ferred bidder is chosen and 
therefore we feel we have a good 
chance of mounting a success- 
ful challenge in the High Court.” 

The unions fear job losses 
among the 642 staff, most of 
whom are based in Crawley, 
West Sussex. 

Shortlisted are Capita, for- 
merly led by Michael Hesehine’s 
adviser Alan Kemp: EDS, the 
American computer software gi- 
ant embroiled m a row over their 
plans to merge the Inland Rev- 
enue and Department of Social 
Security databases, who are 
bidding with Hogg Robinson; 
and a management buy-out 
team bidding with ITneL 


handguns 


Fran Abrams dubs. Last month they voted for " 

Political Correspondent compensation to. be paid to 

" gun dubs that are forced to . 

Plans to damp down on gun dose by the Bin. 
ownership after the Dunblane On that occasion S6 Tbries 
massacre suffered a new setback voted against the Government, • 
last night as the shooting and only 79 for. The fresh de- 
lobby inflicted its second defeat feat came despite the fact that 
in a month on ministers. 40 Labour peers supported the. 

The Government must now Government. . . 

try to reverse change to its Baroness Blatch, Minister of 

Firearms (Amendment) Bill in State at the Home Office, said 
the House of Commons. the proposed “disassembly" of. 

The Bill aims to ban all high- weapons would be unworkable, 
calibre handguns and to restrict Later, a Home Office 
lower calibre .22 pistols to se- spokesman said the Govern- 
cure gun dubs. However, the meat would not allow the 
pro-shooting lobby has been amendments to remain, 
working hard to water them “It is one of the w»ain pjdn- 
down. . crples of the Bill that higher cal- 

Last night, peers backed by ibre handguns should he 
153 votes to 139 a backbench prohibited and tha t no hand- 
Toiy amendment that would al- guns should be kept at hotne. - ; i 
low owners of J22& to keep he said. Labour’s home affairs 
their weapons at home provid- spo kesm an, Doug Hoyle, also 
ed that the working parts were said the changes should be' 
kept separately at secure gun overturned. 
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politics 


Wirral confounds media snobs 


As the political focus 
sharpens on Wirral 
South, Anthony 
Bevins looks at 
prospects for the 
coming by-election 

Parts of the Wirral South con- 
stituency are so well heeled that 

Conservative cabinet ministers 
have tended to campaign there 
to lessen the culture shock of a 
viat to one of the country's most 
deprived regions. 

There is an awful southern 
snobbery in some of the media 
coverage of tbe Wirral South by- 
election, with reporters who 
should know better showing 
surprise that there is affluence, 
as well as industrial effluent, on 
Merseyside. 

Unemployment in HeswaQ, 
one of the five wards which 
make up the constituency and 
which overlooks the delightful 
Dee estuary and the moun- 
tains of North V&les, was only 
4.7 percent in December. In an- 
other ward, Qatlerbridge. it was 
just nudging over 5 per oenL But 
they sit uncomfortably cheek by 

jowl with places that are steeped 
m the most abject poverty. 

Unemployment in Bids! on, at 
the northern end of the penin- 
sula, was 25.9 per cent m De- 
cember, With more than four Oat 
of 10 men out of work. In the 
Bromborough ward, 17 per 
cent of men were out of work, 
and in the other two wards of 
the constituency, Bebington 
and Eastham, male unemploy- 
ment topped 10 per cent. 

It is against that background 
that the European Union has in- 
cluded the Wirral in the Ob- 
jective One status - the highest 
rating for regional aid and as- 
sistance. According to the local 
council: “Wirral is the only 
metropolitan borough in the 
UK to have its own office in 
Brussels” - it knows where its 
bread is buttered. 

The local Labour briefing 
notes say: “Wirral South is a 



House calls: The Labour candidate Ben Chapman getting out and about In Wirral South yesterday 


predominantly prosperous scat 
containing some of Mersey- 
side’s most desirable commuter 
suburbs: 53 per cent of housing 
is detached whilst 60 per cent 
of its working population are 
A or B grades; 45 per cent of 
households have two or more 
cars.” 

The perception of Wirral 
South v«alth is also highlight- 
ed by the strong local presence 
of the Unilever Group, and the 
delightful industrial village of 
Port Sunlight, built for Lever’s 
soap workers in 1888. Vauxhall 
ana Shell also have large-scale 


Contrasting face of a key constituency 


Unemployment (December *96}: mate 10.3 per cent female, 3^ percent: 
average 6.8 par cent 

Oiwier occupation: 812 per cent (national average 66L3 per cent) 
Cooncfl bousing: 113 per cent (national aveme* 243 per cent) 

Car. awmratifcE 74.4 per cent tnattonri average 66.6 per cent) \ 
0ver-40ss 49.8 per cert (nettondevere0i.45i3 percent) 

Ftve or more GCSE passe* {A^ m 1996: Wirral Grammar School for 
Giils 97 per cam; Wrral Grammar School for Boys 94 per cent; VMnal 
Local Education Authority 44 per eem; England 45 per oenc 
Job Centro often {Bebfaghin): part-time mssinjyteare ass is tance £2.50 
per hour; part-time cfeanefafcootatfghqp assistants £3.50 per hou; 
pnafessteavm a n a esBel jobs 46-1 percent {rtaflqnat awara^e 37 per cent? 
Ettri&mlnortty ii opi i lebep : 0 j 9 per cent 


local investment. But the poli- 
tics of the people of Merseyside 
has been swinging left for many 
years. Before he died last year. 
Wirral South’s Conservative 
MP, Barry Porter, told friends 
of his concern that Labour-vot- 
ing commuters were moving 
into his patch and threatening 
his majority. 

The area that once returned 
Selwyn Lloyd, Geoffrey Howe 
and Linda Chalker to the 
House of Commons seems to be 

slipping Cast. 

The Labour vote in the 1983 
general election was 23.7 per 
cent of votes cast in Wirral 
South; in 1987, it was 28 per 
cent; and in 1992, it moved up 
to 34.6 per cent. In last year's 
local elections; Labour polled 
37.5 per cent in Wirral South 
wards - just 0.8 percentage 
points ahead of the lories. 

Nevertheless, it is highly like- 
ly that if Labour wins the seat 
in a 27 February by-election, it 
will return to the Ibries in a gen- 
eral election. In the meantime, 
however, the one issue that the 


C&G Investment Rates 

Effective from 5 February 1997 


AMOUNT 

INVESTED 


INTEREST CROSS 
PAID V 


NET 
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AMOUNT 

INVESTED 


INTEREST 

PAID 


CROSS 

%• 


NET 
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£100,000 ot morct 

Annually 

6.40 

5.12 

£100,000 or more 

Annually 

470 

376 

£25,000-£99,999 

Annually 

6J5 

5-08 

£25JX»-£99,999 

Annually 

4.60 

3X8 

£10,000-224,999 

Annually 

6JJ0 

4.80 

£I0J300-£24,999 

Annually 

4.40 

332 

£100-29,999 

Annually 

550 

4.40 

£lOO-£9,999 

Annually 

4.00 

320 

£100^000 or morel- 

Monthly 

6 J2“’ 

4.98 

£10Q£00 or more 

Monthly 

4.60** 

3.68 

£2S.OOO-£99,W9 

Monthly 

6.17** 

4.94 

£25*000-599,999 

Moodily 

4.51 *» 

360 

£1 OjOOO- £24,999 

Monthly 

5-84** 

4.67 

£10,000-224,999 

Monthly 

4.31** 

145 

£5JX)0-£9.999 

Monthly 

5J7** 

429 

£5^XX>-£9,999 

Moodily 

3.93°* 

3.14 


£100,000 or more 
£25,000- £99,999 
£10,000-£24,999t 
£100-£9.999 
£100,000 or more 
£25,000-£99,999 
£ 1 0,000-£24,999 


£9,000 


Annually 6.40 5.12 

Annually 6-00 4-80 

Annually 5.60 4.48 

Annually 5-50 4.40 

Monthly 6J2* a 4.98 

Monthly 534*’ 4.67 

Monthly 5.46” 437 


Annuailv 7.00% Tax-free 


£25^X30 or more Annually 260 2.08 


£1 QP00-E2 4,999 
£lOO-£9,999 
£25,000 or more 
*IQ.000-£24,999 
£5P00-£9,999 


Annually 

Annually 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 


2.10 1-68 

1.00 0.80 

257” 206 

22J8” 1.66 

0.99” 0.79 


Maximum permitted 

under TESSA rules Annually 630% Tax-free 
£1,000 or more Annually 5.00% Tax-free 
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Conservatives are clutching at 
in the hope of saving themselves 
in the byelection is education. 
Visiting the constituency yes- 
terday, Brian Mawhinney, the 
Ibiy chairman, again warned of 


the threat to local grammar 
schools from a party led by peo- 
ple who warned choice and se- 
lection for their own children 
while wanting to deny it to the 
children of others. There are 


Photo&aph: David Rose 


seven secondary schools in 
Wirral South, and only two of 
them are grammar. It is entirely 
possible that the parental bal- 
lot promised by a Labour gov- 
ernment would get rid of item. 



PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 


Joint The exchangB today was a nft-contaft th* test* 
M* iAr of httuJ-teBchen’ qualifications, and the 
“T" deferences, in enpiusis btiwea) the Education 
3/10 Minister and the Pnme Mm»» sftiw a lk**- 
burner tv a no-bumet 

Tony Ui^*ssBiAkh»agrand ptenfarwhidi M4]ar^ 

ojjZ answer yesiefctey tea the lovnd«ion, ha dW 
DWHr nothing worthy of many points But, as last 

3/10 vreek. he did at least a How more b a ck ht n c l w* 

the chance to speak. 


BLAIR'S ATTACK 


XalxwJws ptinslor * coniputoy‘n«io^coH^^ tor 

■tmHmBaa. Emptaynrent S««aiy Gfflten SMphsd JndkaaKlarter 
Mtwdv tint she was opposedw mb, while Major appaved not to 
tmm wferftte itfee ooL Bl^s singta queflten yesterday secured U^jort 
Mufeoe thit Weed he had not At best, ths mated e patent^ 
GsnMvtfve apM. Not a partodwiy wnpressNe session. 


THEVES OF THE DAY 


•S^v*« ot liMral tiemoctat and Labour local authortfe* (Andrew Row*. 
C.MWKent>, 

Hku rap teymern figures (Grevtfte laimer. Lab, Leicester \fcst) 
unalr travel (Derate MacShane, lab, Rotherham) 

Currency atefegly ISfr Pater Tapsefl. C. Lindsey East) 



DENNIS SKINNER 

(Lab. Botaowerl waa in his sfa m a nt , 
dstngfio his feet wh#e Major quoted 
employment figures. 'FlddtedT he 
yMlad hutfly. wttfa chewfeg ®im and 
oaing hafcJ back by his cotfeagyas. 


WUUUAM POWELL 

Wriharn PhwaU tC, Corby) took up 
time asking whothar three days 
couw b* tai askfe to ifebate what 
he detected as Michael Maachada 
instinct to raise taxes. 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Jarman Has the Prime Minister seen the findings of the 
Bmptoytnem policy institute, which show that some tour miBton 
peopto in ms country are seeking work... 7" Major simply 
Quoted twown figures (“the reality'} in ropiy 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 



□ 


Major "My Rt Hon Frtana the Chancellor has had torn the 
Shadow Chancefior the most remariubla aratasament of Ws 
economic poHdes that any ChanceUot has ever ractauad. On 
every a«^e tax decision, on every single spending decision, this 
year and next year, the Shadow Chancetior agrees that my Rt 
Hon Friend is IntaHfcie." 


THE CREEP OF THE DAY 




Lavmnca Spent a long One taking Major to "congratidtti 
a Arm catted technic Holdings in my confflftuancy'. Many 
members found comic imny In tea fact that the company 
epecialtes in re-treads for worn-out lyres. 

Compiled by Ben Summers 




The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP seeks to avoid 
investment in companies that harm people, wildlife or our world. 


Instead, it seeks to invest in companies that deliver 
positive benefits to society. 


WOULDN’T YOU 
RATHER HAVE PROFIT 
WITH PRINCIPLES? 




The Friends Provident 
Stewardship PEP 

The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP 
aims to invest in companies that make a 
positive contribution to the world we live in. 

And to avoid companies whose business 
practices could be harmful to the planet and 
its people. 

Yet this needn’t mean avoiding a 
decent profit.. 

Over the past 5 years. Stewardship has 
out-performed the average return for all unit 
trusts, ethical or noL* 

Just the kind of performance you would 
expect from Friends Provident, the UK’s 
leading ethical investment company, 
which manages around £700 million of 
ethical investments. 



ax Free 

out-perform the 
aD unit trusts.* 


Get on the Blue Une now. direct to 
Friends Provident. 

The Blue Line is the fast no-hassle way 
to get the information you need about this 
product over the phone to help you make 
an informed decision. 

You’ll deal with friendly qualified 
people who will talk to you in clear 


straightforward language. 

Call 0800 00 00 80 now, or contact 
your financial adviser, and you’ll find that 
your principles needn’t stop you making a 
profit. 

The plus points of profi: 
with principles 

• Proven track record with good growth 
prospects. 

• All profits are tax-free. 

• Invest a lump sum (minimum £ 1 .000) or 
monthly payments of £50 or more. 

• Managed by the UK’s leading ethical 
investment company. 

• investment in successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 
the world. 


Get on the Blue Line 



We’re here to take your call 8 to 8 Weekdays. 1 0 to 4 Weekends. 


FRlENDS4i#PROVIDENT 


fra£NE8 PR0Vtt»n"l>e BLUE LME LamED B A REPRESENTATIVE QM.Y OF^ THE FRCfOS PHOVOENT MARKET*® GROW WHICH IS REGUATED BY T>€ PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY 
THE VALUS OF A UWT TRUST. AND AMY HCOUE FROM fT, IS NOT GUARANTEED AM) CAN GO UP AND DOWN DEPENDING ON WVESTMEMT PERFORMANCE. 

WST f-EKORMAMCe 6 NOT NECESSARUY A GUOE TDTHE FUTURE FULL TERMS AND COTOmONS ARE AMAIWBLE ON REQUEST TAX LEOlStAIION MAV CHANGE. 

•BASED ON^ THE PBtFOf&MICE OF THEffTEVWRDSHP UNTT TRUST OVERS rEARS TD^ THE 3GTH DECEMBER 1995. ALL FIGURES ON AH OFFER TOfllD BASIS VW7M GROSS IMX3MERE1WVESTH). SOURCE MCflOWL 

YOUR CALL MAY BE RECORDED FOR YOUR SECURITY. 










n 


4 

4 


Ro§ 


The 

Wai 

vest 

Icail 

hoir 

and 

coir 

B 
Biy 
ing 
a pi 

A 
plai 
tog 
are 
plat 
didi 
If a 
was 

A 


app 
to b 
7 
whi 
yea 
that 
all t 
Wit 
A nc 
the 
den 
E 

hac 

can 

ihn 

to 


8 


WEDNESDAY 5 FEBRUARY 1997 r THE INDEPENDENT 


*- news 


Five-year-olds 


to face tests 


on the three Rs 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


Children starting primary 
school in September will be test- 
ed during their first term on the 
three Rs and on skills such as 
tying their shoe laces, in the 
pilot year of national tests for 
five -year- olds. 

Schools across the country 
were yesterday invited to par- 
ticipate in the scheme, which 
will prepare the ground for 
compulsory national assess- 
ment at five from September 
1998. The programme will slot 
the last piece into the Govern- 
ment's testing jigsaw, which al- 
ready includes national tests for 
pupils at seven, 1 1 and 14. 

Announcing the pilot scheme 
yesterday, Gillian Shephard, 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation and Employment, said 
the new “baseline assessments” 
would help primary schools to 
identify children's teaming 
needs and measure progress. 

But although she stressed 
the importance of gauging the 


success of schools in “adding 
value", Mrs Shephard refused 
to rule out future publication of 
league tables of national test 
results for seven-year-olds. 

She said: “Certainly it would 
be my desire to be as open as 
possible about the measure- 
ment of the output of the edu- 
cation system, so that would be 
a longer-term aim." 

Teachers have resisted school 
performance tables - already in 
use foT GCSE and A-levels and 
being published for the first time 
for primary schools next month 
- on the grounds that they of- 
fer bald results without reveal- 
ing the distance travelled by 
pupils. Ministers have no plans 
at present to publish tables for 
five-year-olds. 

Consultation of schools and 
parents by the Government's 
curriculum advisers revealed 
widespread support for baseline 
assessment, which is also sup- 
ported by Labour. 

However, parents were keen 
that children's oral skills and 
personal and social develop- 


ment should be given more 
emphasis. Draft examples OF the 
assessments issued by the 
School Curriculum and As- 
sessment Authority, developed 
after trials in 360 schools, in- 
clude sums using pictures of 
buttons, sound- recognition ex- 
ercises using pictures, such as 
cars and birds, and tests cm iden- 
tifying written numbers. Chil- 
dren will also be assessed on 
practical and personal skills, 
such as washing hands and abil- 
ity to share in a group. 

However, unlike the nation- 
al tests for older children, base- 
line assessments will not be 
identical across the country. 
Local schemes, already used by 
half of all primary schools, will 
be permitted. But they will 
have to meet strict criteria in a 
national framework, now going 
out for final consultation. 


Announcing the pilot year 
yesterday. Mrs Shephard pie- 


What every child should know 


READING 

Predict words and phrases in 
a familiar book during a 
reading session with a 
teacher. Recognise the initial 
sounds of words as a teacher 
names pictured objects. 

WRITING 

Write their own name legibly 
and correctly without help, 
using capital and lower case 
letters. 


SPEAKING AND 
LISTENING 

Take turns in discussion and 
listen to others without 
interrupting. 

MATHS 

Count out objects, and 
recognise numbers from 
sheets of numerals up to ten. 


Write out numbers to ten 
without copying. Begin to 
use the language involved in 
addition ana subtraction, 
using worksheets of sums 
illustrated with buttons 
(illustrated below). 

PERSONAL AND 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Show a generally happy 
attitude to coming to school, 
with no need for support 
from others. Contribute 
confidently and 
enthusiastically to class 
discussions. Concentrate on 
a task such as drawing for at 
least ten minutes without 
supervision. Perform daily 
tasks such as tying laces and 
washing hands. 
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dieted that a uniform, nation- 
wide testing scheme would 
eventually emerge, but added: 
“We should not de-skill, or 
devalue, the perfectly good 
schemes already existing." 

The assessments, expected to 
take no more than 20 minutes 
per child, should not overbur- 
den teachers with extra work, 
sbe said. The Government will 
provide £8 -5m to fund training 
and support of teachers in car- 
rying out the tests, to be com- 
pleted within a child’s first term 
at primary school, after around 
seven weeks. Schools will be 
expected to involve parents 
closely, and will pass on results 
confidentially, in the form of a 
score for each element or an 
overall result 

The tests are also intended to 


heljp schools identify children 


with special educational needs 
and assess those forwhom Eng- 
lish is a second language. 

The National Union of 
Teachers yesterday raised 
concerns over the derision to 
record test results in number 
form. The unkmalso called for 
the £S.5m funding to be 
devolved to schools to pay for 
supply cover during the assess- 
ments. 


A capital day trip for a Friesian called Flo 


»> L 












Hoofing it; Prize-winning Friesian cow Flo - fun name Cardsland Ecfipse Flo - seeing the sfepits in Trafalgar Square yesterday dining a visit to the 
capital with Sue Cope, daughter of the farmer who owns Flo. Her father Tom and his btother Andy are selling off the herd from their farm in Lichfield, 
St a ffo r d s hire, and the inclusion of Flo -a two-time supreme champion - is expected to ensure a large turnout at the auction on 6 May Photograph: RA 


Woodhead’s list reveals top schools 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Chris Woodhead, the Chief 
Inspector of Schools, yesterday 
commended the following 
educational establishments for 
offering good education. AH the 
63 secondary schools have re- 
ceived outstanding inspection 
reports and some have had 
excellent GCSE results over 
a number of years. Others are 
improving in difficult circum- 
stances. 

Thor pm inspection* in 5J334 4JJ77 


Norfolk; Dr OalnnrTfr High StboolAncataro. 
Buds; FredraliHr School. Stockum-on-lccs: 
RncMey KC Wf£ School, Barnet; E rogPOic 
Community School. Cambericy. Harm: 
Hfeh School Bnrnfcr; Hamm Way 
Co mmunit y School Aixkncr. Hoot*: Hinkler 
rack School. Wgax Hdensmwd School Si 


Bebop MUaer RCSdiod, Dude* Owe Htah 
School. Matron: The ConiwaM* School MaS 
r.The 


Leonard*!, Em Sods Hahem Coontj High 
unmar School 


School Norwich; Hirisworti Crumaar 5 
for Curii. AsiJort, Kan; Hufsb Ephcopi School 
Lamport. Soneoct; H nm bc woi i Cra np reben- 
grcScbod Orimrty; HniBinpon School Tfadc 

KSdsS^NtSjni^Seri^LSSey Park 
School far Cork, Bromley Lcasooo Hob School 

and <""y Cothran. DucHey, Mcadow- 

bead School Sheffield: Ncwnead wood School 


of primary or nncsery schools, 853 of smshw 
son 35* of ----- ' “ ‘ 


of special Kboob. The Khoois. lined 
alphabetically. ae 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS: Andes*!* Ht*h 
School Manchester; Bishop ChaDoner Sec- 
School Bwhytnkr: Bntnood Couo- 
Scfaool; Ctistor Grammar School, lines 
g laii Vi f * RC Haii 

CinHml Newman RCSc&ol aid Community 
Cotlcre, Coven try; Guidon High School. 
Fo nt m a rt ; Dene Mama Comnrnnny School. 
Dene Magna. CBos Drti County High School 


Tar Girls, Orpington: Nincstflcs School Btnn- 

Qsted Cnmty School Oued. Surrey. Oar Lady 
and St John School Blackburn: Pontefand 
County High School Ncwcartlc upon Tyne: 
ft eaten Communur School Yeorit Queen's 
School. Watford; {tamtam School lor Girls, 
CnHingtnm. tea; Range High School Seftoo: 
Rkhard Ksk High Sdx<oL Hertford: Robert 
May’s School Hook. Haas Sknoa Balk School 
Hertford; SiaKra 1 J "p"" rnnnim School for 
Boys. Caatertrarr: Sfr John Lcaaat School 

Beedea. Suffolk; St Aagnaine RC C 


suae, tea; The Harriett School I 
Henfonbhire and Essex Mbb School Babop'i 
Stratford: The Kfogi of wart Cnnamairty 
School Cheddar, SomcrtccThe Landau Ora- 
tor* School ftammcrwartunri RdhangTh: Me- 
lon KnatdtfauO School AuMotd. Kent: The 
Phfljp Moraw School Cutebesttri Tbnhrkta: 
GcatmnarSdtoid (hr Guh. KengThooy 
Hrph Sdtoal Woodford; Thdar Grange School 
Scribcf; TlafonJ Compiehennc. Newoifc Nods: 
Tnyrdunr SdwoL Christchurch. Donee IjTher- 
inpoo County High School Macclesfield; 

nUMUffSCEMOLSc AMU County ftinnry 
School Oder. N. Yorks: Lane Junior 

Dm priwaj Wwri, 
Dancran Bartoa hxfaai and Nuncrv SdtooL 


Jtatiar School Osnbalcy. H«s: GaDey HB fti- 

S School Gufcborougli. Rcdcal ami Qevc- 
Gothethuion County Primary School 
Cheltenham. Gmock Great Crosby RC Printi- 
IT School. Liverpool; Honnon County Primarr 
MtoolBaihunr.llxfiinMurcHaaeC'ofCPtt- 
maiv School Meftoo Movhroy: Ingklon C of E 
Pmoaiy School. Darlington: Krxtuo Infaai 
School' Caahdoa. Crovdoo: KiiMtoorr Junior 
School Quisle, Krays Hath JmUor School 
Bintungham: Ldgfuerrou PritrurT School tt- 
httry: Loire Benmnrjrin C of E Primary Sdxul. 
Newark: Loner Heath C of E Primary School 
Whitchurch. Stropdlhc Lydpse Junior School 
ShcffiekJ: Lympoc C of b Pr im ary School 
Hytbe, Kmc Marine Paik Fits School. WUt- 
' “ Mkkleovci Primary School Derby; 

' r Jmior School Wymoitdi: Musfcham 


ksHrftnnsySdioclVKs- 
t, St Man's hC Primacy SdauL Ncvaeade 
under Lnmr. Si Ramon's C of Ehtfalici' School 
Twwucfc Si SaooursC of EJonfce School Wbl- 
gate no Sea. Kenr. Temple Sntreiby C of E fti- 
osatySdKvd, ftnrdh; Tbveialmra County Infsa 
SchooL Huntinedoo. Camhs; Thormoo-iti- 
Cnvca Primarr- School Skipcoo, N. Yorks Tor - 


nisi Infants School Torpomi. Camall; 
umdurtooc Oran tv Pint School 


brae Grant* flm . . 

Bucks Valiev End C of E Infant School Wjit- 


Ajkahoty. 


uiC Britfcfonl Jumor School Ntttfcuhani: 

West Down Pnmarv School IKhteontbc-. Whin- 


field County Infant School. DatbKtoic Wo- 
note. Hams 


ley Bay: Mi 
MonCpctierJ 


Helinrv Infant Srhiml, Rashttstole. Hants. 
MIDOLE SCHOOLS: Enter Central Col E 
Middle School; Famham Common Middle 


BteSdaxlTtaKhritee. W4s St Bede’s! 

irtfrarrriS Edmitad Aitow math I 


W. Sous; B rews t er Ararat Infant School Pk- 
l et faoro u gh: Broadway F«.w Rot School Nevr- 
castknpooTyoceBykyQrnoty Primary School 
Mrdd L w Mt. Cluinanndt In&oh School Ilford; 
Church End Lover School Bedford Qattcr Ede 
Pnvnary School Newark, Notts: CXiftoa Infant 
School Whkefidd: Com he C of E Priraaty 
School WStDey . Oxfordshire; Crawley Ridge 
County Junior SdiooL Cmnberle*. Surrey. D«r 
ftrk fthnaty School Qicstcrhelil Oettiys; De- 


Pbmwy Shoal Newark. Nor*; New Harder first 
ddah Infant 


School Whitley Bay; North Reddish 
School Stockport; Onr Ladv of Lourdes Pranary 
School Wuv cad; Onr Lady ot Wahingham In- 


Sdfcirf. Skragh. 

NURSEKY SCHOOLS: Bo 


r Regia N uncry 


(ant School Bootle; OvcrdMidi Jumor School 
WmaUVak Fores Cc 


High School' Wpn: St John's School Mart- 
boroagh, WIU; S( Mary's RC High School 
Wigan: StratfcnTopon-Aroa Grammar School 
forGirh. 


Umere C of E Primary School Torporlcy. 

ary School 


Cheshire: Pilwihm C of E Primaiv L._ 
Bourne. Unci: Engine Junior Schooi, Epoch- 
Xer. Evelyn Pranary School ftneot, Knjnfcy-. 
Flimflam Primary School Newark. Nottx; Ro- 
renoe MeOy Infom School Liveipoafc Fragmore 


TolE Primary School Btn- 

totc taebf Infom School W utoI' Pmewnod In- 
fonts’ School Rtrnbaroaeb, Hants; Poulton 
Lanoehu Primary. Wirral Rclgaiv Infuu. Der- 
by, Riaditigi Jtsalac Sdtoal AKrccon. Detbyr. 
Seaton Defovd First School Whitkv Buy: Sil- 
soeVCIjoaurSchDoLBedfontSaaihQMilD- 
Imi School ttekefield: Sautham St James Cof 
E Primary School LcamiKioa Spa: S( Bede's 
RC ftlmky. Rcdcar. Si Chrtuoiiber Pri mary . 
Coventry: S he* QxmlyRmSchtMLIUnewnod 
Dorset; St John Viamer RC Primary School 
Coventry; Si Joseph i RC Primary School 


School demux NanaT SctrooL Jancw; Ehtou 
Hafl Nunav Sdwnl tthhettaUHiUm; Maidi Hill 
Nursery School Birmingham: Nunh lilingioa 
Primely School, loudnn; Strong flu-x 1 Nancty 
School techier. 

SPECIAL SCHOOLS.- Abbey School Rother- 
ham: Dawn Howe Special School Montfidl 
Hcathfiebl MLD Special School Hfjlhflrld. 
HamstfSUonT ' — 


POofc. 
Mi 


vKOion Thmpc School ClcvuUad; Uflet 
Sncrial School DoxBont: Loqppcc School 
: Dopcc MmttfikMial M nhx u glt 
ScrituL LcwMiam: Orreb Mead- 


L Wirral RndeffieMt Honiul School 
«L Mnrgat 

Houk Schorl Wcndmer. WOodlaids Special 


Wakfocld; St Anlhour'a Sefanil Murple; The 
School Margale; Wcndmer 


Parks Nor 


School BhdcpooL 



price per person 
per night 


£95.00 
£87^0 
£72.00 
£57 JO 
£49 JO 
£49.00 
£46.00 
£46.00 
£40.00 
£40.00 


£65.00 

£57.50 

£40.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£30.00 


on a HILTON weekend 



the Southampton weekend 
the Portsmouth weekend 
the newbuty weekend 
the new forest weekend 
the stansted weekend 
the Hampshire weekend 
the basingstoke weekend 


£42.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£33.00 

£32.00 

£30.00 















one from £30 


the bath weekend 
the brtstol weekend 
the Wiltshire weekend 
the Swansea weekend 
the wye valley weekend 


£48.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£32.00 

£32.00 


rsolves Gecjtuse you 


can have a 3 night Weekend for the price of 2 - that's a FREE 
night on us. Sirr.piy choose from 4”, hoteis offering hilton 
Weekends across the UK. if v.e don't catch you setting your 
Hoir down in the hotel pool and health dub - or Indulging 
in a little romantic dining in our restaurant - we'll bo 
disappointed. Equally, it your idea of heaven is exploring the 
great outdoors together you HI find plenty of it near your 
hotel, and your Weekend Host can provide all the local 
information you need to make 'He most of it. Mow the only 
reservation you need is the one you got by calling u$ free on 
the number below - why not do it today? 


the Shakespeare country weekend 
the heart of engtand weekend 
the buddnghamshire weekend 
the Coventry weekend 
the oxford weekend 


£40.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 

£38.00 


&TH£ NORTH AND SCOTLAND 


Book now or to find out more call FREE 


the glasgow weekend 
the Scottish weekend 
the edlnburgh weekend 
the manchester weekend 
the leeds weekend 
the permine weekend 
the yorfcshire weekend 


£47 SO 
£45.00 
£44.00 
£41.00 
£38.00 
OS.OO 
£38.00 


0800 856 8000 


complete the coupon. Set Teletext page 248 for other offers 
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Unary W 3 >U March IW? Hr wrrWoxl ftrp a room and breaktat bm Hfor 
vua.te.mlj avjJiblr biiMui Dun - Sun teidqhc nhnday «Mi mpn Suuoay nef* 
cayl One Jnd tv« rwgW s&rt teso waiahte Sates t^yec} lo awJ^al'cy. Thfa sfiw cancMI 
be reed n cory un cno u with jry odw pumadonil fllfc. ^ dvoamn. Tl» third ojghv few 

» mckjwr J bed and teeaUaU. Uriled room jvaiatte on tNs otte SUndwrj H*?n 
booking cond>T)oni eVh 
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leHTS FOR THE PRICE OF 2 


Quote code 569 



Title [ 


initials 


^ Surname J 


HILTON 


Please Irtun ux The HOlon 
VUccfamd. TO Bov 323 
Watford, Herts WD2 4AF 


Address ^ 
Postcode 


Telephone no. (ind. STD code) [ 


} Please send We information about Hilton Weekends in: the UK Q Europe Q 

Quote code S69 


SEND YOUR LOVED ONE 
A VALENTINES MESSAGE 


Why not place a Valentines message In The 
Independent on 14th February and surprise 
your loved one on this special day? 


CLASSIC 


The Independent will send on your behalf a free C.D.(£14.49 
rrp) called “ Classic Romance ” from CLASSIC fk\ 9 together 
with a reminder for them to look inside The Independent 
for their message. 


Simply compose your romantic message and SEND it to The Independent Valentine, Classified Dept., 
One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL, or you can PHONE your message thjrough 
to us on 0171 293 2000. 


You can choose one of the following formats; 

• Eight words plus the gift costs £19.50, extra words cost £1.00 each. 

• For an extra £10.00 you can take an extra line above and below your message OR 

• For £60.00 you can have a 3cm x 1 column full display advertisement. Extra centimetres cost £16.00 each. 


Write your message above and tick your option (all prices are inclusive or VAT). 

If in a foreign language, please attach English translation. 


H Words tv£ 19 jU + extra words at £L cadi Q 

As above wilh a line ot space above and hdow {add £10) Q 


3cm x I crtlumn advertisement fin- toft Q 

Ah above plus uxlra ceniLroeires. Itle cAchl Q 


Vour detalk 


Name:.... 

Address:. 


Postcode: Daytime Photic Nol 


^rftknlme’sdetafk 

Name:.... 

Address: 


.Postcode:. 


I enclose a cheque made payable lo Newspaper Publishing pic. or please debit, for the atnouni of £ 

my Visa /Mastercard number. _ . 

Expity Date. 


POST this coupon I °’'^ ie l Il d e peodeiLi Valentine, Cbssfficd Dept, One Canada, Square Canary Wharf. London E14 5DL, 
or PHONE 0171 293 2000. 930am ~ 530pm. Monday - Friday. 

24 HOUR ANSWER PHONE: 0171 5129306. 

ALL MESSAGES MUST BE RECEIVED BV 4-OOpm Thesday 11th FebrnanL 
If you do not wish to be sent details on products or services as recommended by The Independent phase lick hen: D 
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Major lays down 

gauntlet for his 
enterprise culture 

Prime Minister renews attack on social chapter 


europe 






s 


JS. 


Sarah Hefan 

Brussels 


. Entering the lion’s den, John 


as the venue for a fierce attack 
on the European “social mod- 

pV* nrnplgimifin 


™ major attacked the social 
chapter as a “Trojan Horse” 

ccmgratiilatfr»g tTTiTiy|f ftn>ncTT». 

fiisal to sign the legislation at 
Maastricht “Hie British Gov- 
ernment has made op its mmrf 
Our enterprise economy is not 
negotiable,” he said 
At the same lime, Mr Major 
condemned those who describ- 
ed Britain as a “sweat-shop 
economy”, accusing them of os- 


Government outlay 


. *o> 

55-jwagftted average} 
of francs, I 


30—^ 

1965 71 77 


ing “overblown language”. 
Britain has created 900,000 
new jobs in the past four years, 
he said. 

The Prime Minister insisted 
it was in Britain’s interest to see 
Europe succeed. But, he argued. 


*/uiu uiuy uu m 

ed lessons from Britain's “en- 
terprise model". 

“I believe Britain can help 
shape a Europe in which busi- 
ness can prosper. We are will- 
ing to play that role. It is in our 
interest to do so - and in Eu- 
rope’s interest as weJL” 

Mr Major's Brussels visit was 
his first trip to the capital for 
nearly two years, and was staged 
as pan of the Government's 
drive to lake its message on Eu- 
rope “to Europe”. 

- The decision to focus his at- 
tack on the social chapter ami 
the European “social model” 
was ciearfy designed to put the 
Labour Party on the defensive. 
Labour has indicated it wifi 
sign up to the social chapter if 
elected. 

Mr Major also used his Brus- 
sels speech as a chance to renew 
his attack on the EU 48-hour 
working week diredve. How- 
ever, other member states, 
where most workers already 
work &r less than 48 hours, have 
no argument with the directive.. 


Tirade seen 
as election 
propaganda 


Brussels — John Major's Other governments accept 
Brussels speech received little the value of Britain’s flexible 
attention in the continental labour markets, but they point 
press; and was unlikely to attract out that Britain’s education 
much interest in other Euro- and training standards for those 
pean capitals, writes Sarah in work are often lower. 

Hehn. Mr Major was widely viewed 

His themes of job creation to have damaged his argument 
and deregulation are on the - for radical deregulation by lev- 
agenda or jvery member state, eliing a dishonest attack on the 
as governments battle with un- Social Chapter and its effect on 
employment arid welfare re- European employment 
form. Other European leaders - Legislation under the Soda! 
admit that there are lessons to Chapter has been fimited to new 
be learned from Britain about rules governing workers’ coun- 
flexible labour markets and ctls and legislation on parental 


lowering social costs. Germany, leave - hardly the job-destroy- 
jn particular, is aware its high ing demons Mr Major claims, 
tax and social costs are deter- “Mr Major's description of 
ring inward investment. the Social Chapter bears no 

However, Mr relation to what 

Major’s combat- we know as the 

ive approach to ~r Social Chapter. 

European ime- to IS DB Saying Is he seriously 

gratioru and the .. . ,, saying the provi- 

gr owing frustra- It IS tl)B reaSGQ sums we have m- 

tion in Brussels « rn* , -. tnxluced under 

with the “British IOT lo million the Social Chap- 

problem”, mean -i _ in a ter are the reason 

the Prime Minis- IHieinplOVGa l * for Europe s 18 
ter’s ability to million unem- 


influence his 
partners is at an all-time low. 

The speech was viewed as 
domestic political propa g a nda , 
not as an attempt to promote 
a positive European debate. 
More interest might have been 
sparked had Mr Major chosen 
to address monetary union or 
institutional reform. 

Instead, the Prime Minister 
congratulated the Government 
on its success as the “enterprise 
capital” of Europe. But he did 
not say Britain comes ninth out 
of 15 in terms of productivity. 
Britain's good employment 
record, compared to Germany 
or France, can in large part be 
explained by the fait that 
Britain is now at a different 
stage of the economic cycle, say 
partners on the continent 


million unem- 
ployed?” asked 
one Commission official. 

Neither the European Com- 
mission or the member states 
wish to bring in an y major new 
changes under Social Chapter, 
recognising that industry and 
businesses could not bare the 
cost The Commission has re- 
cently delayed the publication 
of a White Paper which would 
extend the 48-hour maximum 
working week rules. 

In his speedi, Mr Major in- 
sists that Britain has succeeded 
because it has avoided the 
“European social model". But 
other member states are not fol- 
lowing the British model of to- 
tal deregulation. The Duich,ia 
particular, believe good social 
provision helps stimulates eco- 
nomic activity and prosperity. 


This little ad could 
make a big difference 
to your mortgage. 


• Iris easy to transfer. j Sssfcaf * 

• Our mortgage rate is 631% 

( 63 % APR variable). C DIRECT LINE. 

• Cali us now for more details, 

0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 0141 221 9099 


LONDON R MANCHESTER R GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME Bam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 

tain to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND90 

A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


£ KHEP Ur KBWTflWTS ON A MOtfre** OH o™ UOAN 

CM IX recant hr iom- why-Cfcatt One — i 

ml riff mr pi& nud «M hi pwndnlaa. 


The speech, to European 
businessmen, invited by the 
right-wing European Policy Fb- 
rum. focused solely on issue of 
competitivness and job cre- 
ation, avoiding the more con- 
tentious subjects of monetaxy 


Seeking to persuade Euro- 
peans that Britain’s attitude to 


r 


Europe is doc all negative, the 
Prime Minister argued that Eu- 
rope should find a new goal, 
now chat the European Union 
had ensured that war was no 
longer thinkable. 

“reace is the prize that the 
project of Europe has^ won,” said 
Mr Major. Now Europe faced 


Point of principle: Mr Major said In his Brussels speech that Europe can succeed, but only If It accepts lessons from Britain's economic model 


a “new historic challenge - bow 
to keep companies com pc tile - 
live and our people in work in 
the face of global competition. 
Prosperity - that aim which 
every* politician shares - depends 
on winning in that world.” 

Mr Major then attacked his 


European partners for pursuing 
policies which create unem- 
ployment. Many countries arc 
now having to make "Her- 
culean efforts” to bring public 
spending under control, which 
Britain did long ago. he said. 

European over-regulation is 


damag ing growing industry, he 
said. " Over-regulation doesn't 

work. And. as a resultnor do 
minions of Europeans.” 
Focusing on the social chap- 
ter’ Mr Major asked: “How is 
job creation helped K* cen- 
tralised. legally binding agree- 


ments between employers and 
trade unions? By mandatory 
works ooundls? Compulsory 
parental leave? What jobs does 
that create? What orders docs 
it win?" 

The Prime Minister argued 
that Britain has carried out 


deregulation without threaten- 
ing social provision or equal op- 
portunity. 

He also insisted that claim-, 
that social legislation is neces- 
sary to protect workers from job 
insecurity is “simplistic and 
unrealistic”. 






T7a.‘ EciM. 

Hcipfeg you chouse the more 
eni’nmrnentaUy fruiuBy products. 




Promoting, udtosmg and helping you 
make the energy efficient choice . 
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Tidy Britain Group. 

Hajphyi to achietv a litter -free 
environment. 


How to turn off a 

power 

station 




Going far Green. 

Meriting a world of difference - tusctficr 


If we all switched our TVs off 
at the set, rather than leaving 
them on standby, it would save 
the equivalent of one power 
station’s output. 

This is one of several steps you can take 
around the home which together can save 


up to £200 off your annual fuel bill. 

The Energy Saving Trust is introducing a 
scheme to highlight energy efficient goods 
and services. Look out for this symbol ^ 
for products which will save you money. 

To find out more call 0345 86 86 86, 
or cut out the coupon. 0 



Environment 

Agency” 


Safeguarding and improving 
the cnitronment. 

*ln Scotland ' the Scottish 
Enwrtmmenr Prptecrion .Agency. 


Fbacode— - Platte fcek if ycu wroukJ Ite ;c funhd' information. Ll 

Send t« Helping 'tour Environment PC 1 Box IDO, Smford-tfOvAvon.' Warwictehire, CV3? 922. 

SAVING YOU MONEY... Helping your environment 


Supported by 

DEPARTMENT 
OF THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
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Bhutto routed as cynical Pakistani’s turn to Sharif 


Jan McGirk 

Lahore 1 

Thousands of Pakistan Muslim 
League supporters started setting 
off tirecradaers and firing off cele- 
bratory gun shots as soon as the 
polling booths closed, but even they 
seemed stunned by the size of them 
winning margin when the final elec- 
tion tally came in yesterday. 

The wealthy industrialist Mian 
Mohammed Nawaz Sharif looked 
poised to resume as Prime Minister 


if the government wins a vote of con- 
fidence in 10 days. He secured a two- 
thirds majority with 127 seats, 
trouncing the former premier Benazir 
Bhutto whose Pakistan Pegsle’s Par- 
ty came up with a paltry 15 seats. 

“We are the dearwinneis and our 
party is in power.'’ Mr Sharif rasped, 
his voice hoarse from the campaign. 
“Elections were categorically fair 
and free. We did expect a comfort- 
able majority. I have no doubt that 
we can last out our tenure." 

Sharif promises to overhaul Pak- 


istan's political system as well as its 
ruined economy, which suffered from 
runaway inflation and unprecedent- 
ed deficits before Ms Bhutto's latest 
term was cut short by two years. His 
priorities also extend to maintaining 
law and order, which seriously de- 
clined during a spree of killings and 
custodial deaths under Ms Bhutto. 

No alliances are necessary for Mr 
Sharif to form a government, and he 
has pledged to avoid the rancour that 
marred his relations with Ms Bhut- 
to in the past Mr Sharif was groomed 


by General Zia ul Han, who ordered 
the hanging of Ms Bhutto’s father, 
Z nfilkar Ah Bhutto, twenty years ago. 

Turn-out in the major cities was dis- 
mal on Monday, barely touching 26 
per cent, according to fire President, 
Earooq Leghari. But after tallying the 
votes of the tribal groups in the 
north -who were enthusiastic about 
voting for the first time - and in rur- 
al Punjab, it rose to 34 per cent. 

Ms Bhutto was expected to seize 
on this and brand the election fraud- 
ulent. She did accuse the Muslim 


League of adding votes, but she 
seemed resigned to defeat. Both she 
and her mother won their seats and 
will lead the opposition. “The coun- 
try needs stability for economic im- 
proveiftent.’’ Ms Bhutto said “We will 
not launch an agitation against this 
engineered result." Independent 
foreign officials who monitored the 
polls reported no major discrepancies. 

The former Pakistan cricket 
captain Imran Khan, feared as an 
unpredictable third force, failed to win 
a single sear. However, he did out-poU 


Musarrat Shaheen, an outsxzed soft- 
porn actress who was also relying on 
her celebrity to attract attention. 

Mr Khan’s Tehreek-i-Insaaf fatty, 
launched last April, introduced a 
moral crusade to the election but was 
viewed as naive. 

Cynical voters appear to have cast 
against Ms Bhutto rather than for her 
rwaL To balance out a powerful pres- 
ident, most seem to prefer a profes- 
sional politician like Mr Sharif who 
has a track record of cutting back- 
room deals and doling out favours. 



Benazir Bhutto: Conceded 
need for political stability 


Milosevic acts 
to resolve 
election crisis 


Emma Daly 

Belgrade 

In an apparent surrender to the popular 
demand expressed for 78 days by huge 
street protests. President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic of Serbia yesterday ordered his gov- 
ernment to recognise opposition victories 
in local elections. 

As the news was relayed by the lead- 
ers of Lhe Zajedno opposition coalition 
to a crowd of aboul50,000 gathered in 
Republic Square, more than 1.000 riot po- 
lice stood menacingly by - painful re- 
minders of the president's willingness to 
use violence to maintain his hold on pow- 
er. The crowd cried “Victory!" in response 
to news that Mr Milosevic bad written to 
his prime minister seeking a resolution to 
the crisis, but opposition leaders were 
more cautious, inured to the delaying tac- 
tics adopted by Mr Milosevic since the vote 
on 17 November last year. 

“W; have not seen the letter and we will 
not talk about it," Vuk Draskovic, an op- 
position leader, said disdainfully. Zoran 
Djindjic. the most effective of the three 
Zajedno leaders, warned that the oppo- 
sition will continue marching each day 
until all its demands are met. “Milosevic 
has recognised the result he should have 
accepted on 17 November, and since then 
many things have happened to deepen our 
political crisis," Mr Djindjic said. “This wiD 
resolve one part of the crisis, but not all, 
and we wDI continue our protests." 

The opposition also wants to see the 
state media, particularly television, freed 
from its function as a propaganda machine 
and to have officials who overstepped the 
mark fired. In that context. Mr Draskovic 
told the crowd he wanted to know who 
bad ordered riot police to beat up demon- 
strators and passers-by in Belgrade on 
Sunday and Monday. 

Mr Milosevic referred only to the lo- 
cal elections. According to Tanjug, the of- 
ficial news agency, the president informed 
the prime minister, Miifco Maxjanovic, that, 
“electoral disputes ... have considerably 
hurt our country both internally and on 
an international level and that it is high 
time to put an end to the problem". 


The president could have resolved the 
crisis at any time in the past 7S days by 
allowing opposition councillors to take 
their seats m the 14 town councils won by 
Zajedno. He has chosen instead to request 
parliamentary approval of a “special law" 
designating as final the electoral results 
ratified by the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe. This is 
meant to imply that Serbia is acting 
more to appease the international com- 
munity than bowing to pressure from the 
streets. “I would like to stress that the 
state's interest in promoting relations be- 
tween our country and the OSCE and the 
international community as a whole far 


Sofia (Reuters) — Bulgaria's ruling 
Socialists agreed yesterday to hold 
early elections in April, defusing a 
tense showdown with the opposition 
after 30 days of anti -government 
protests, a joint statement said 
The statement by the Socialists 
and opposition parties said that 
they had agreed that President 
Petar Stovanov "stxxid set early 
genera) elections n the second 10 
days of ApriT. 

surpasses the importance of any number 
of council seats," the president wrote. 

If this were true, Mr Milosevic would 
have implemented the election results 
when the OSCE ratified them in De- 
cember. But while Serbia has bowed to 
international pressure in the past over the 
war in Bosnia, Mr Milosevic does not want 
to be seen giving in to the ordinary peo- 
ple airing their grievances on the street. 
Nor is this the first time he has promised 
to recognise the electoral victory. 

“I will not believe this until I see Za- 
jedno take their seals and form Belgrade's 
new city council," said one sceptical lo- 
cal journalist. Vesna Pesic. the third Za- 
jedno leader, told the crowd, the regime 
has blown hot and cold throughout the 
crisis. “They recognise the results, then 
they beat us up. Now it’s hot and cold at 
the same time: they recognise the results 
and beat us at the same time." 
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Big issue: A Taiwanese child stands dwarfed by a metal sculpture of an ox and a farmer, 
erected in the middle of the capital, Taipei. The temporary installation has been put up to mark 
the start of the Chinese lunar year of the ox, which begins on Friday Photograph: Reuter 
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Zairean troops panic as rebels seize key port 


BuHmid 

ZAIRE 

KatorttiX t«, 


ZAMBIA 
'-Lafemtushl 


James Roberts 

and agencies 

Zairean rebels yesterday seized 
the port of Kalemie, an impor- 
tant stronghold in the mincraJ- 
rich southern province of Shaba, 
and home town of the rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila. The 
seizure of Kalemie, on the shores 
of Lake Tanganyika, brings to 
seven the number of cities the 
rebels control. 

A spokesman for Zaire's min- 


istry of defence confirmed that 
the port had fallen, and said the 
rebels were heading towards 
Moba I IU miles ( I75km) to the 
south. Controlling the port cities 
provides the rebcLs of the Al- 
liance of Democratic Forces for 
the Liberation of Congo-Zaire 
(ADFL) with easy access to 
arms shipments and the central 
Kasai provinces, which are also 
opposition strongholds. 

The rebels' success raised 
speculation that they might try 


to press on to Lubumbashi. 
Zaire's second largest city and 
capital of Shaba province. 

Thierry Mucmgwc, director of 
the government mineral control 
office in the southern provincial 
capital said that on hearing that 
Kalemie was in rebel bands, 
Zairean army officers based in 
Lubumbashi evacuated their 
goods and families to Kinshasa 
over the weekend. 

RebcLs were also fighting gov- 
ernment troops outside Watsa, 


which until its fall last week was 
a centre for mercenaries 
recruited by Kinshasa for its 
counter-offensive. “It’s a war 
being fought on three fronts. It 
is a strategy to tax the Zairean 
army and its mercenaries," one 
observer said. 

Meanwhile, Emmanuel 
Ndahiro. chief adviser to Major- 
General Paul Kagame, Rwanda’s 
vice-president and military 
strongman, warned that Africa’s 
latest war would not end if Kin- 


shasa brought in troops from 
French-speaking Chad, Moroc- 
co and Togo. “The involvement 
of foreign troops in Zaire will 
only complicate the war," he said. 

President Mobutu Sese Seko, 
who has ruled Zaire since 1965. 
ended his convalescence from an 
operation for prostate cancer on 
Monday to fly to Morocco for 
talks with King Hassan. Moroc- 
co aided Mr Mobutu in crushing 
rebels in Shaba in the 1970s. He 
was next expected to visit Egypt. 


German horror at crash 
of nuclear-waste train 

German ecology groups reacted with horror after a train 
carrying nuclear waste derailed in France, saying it proved 
what they had always said - that nuclear shipments were 
potentially lethal and should be stopped. The opposition 
Social Democrats and the Greens urged Bonn to give a 
public explanation and take urgent measures to prevent 
more accidents, French and German officials said it was " 
not dear how the accident, just over the German border in 
France, happened, but gave assurances there had been no 
leakage of radioactivity. The train was en route to the 
Sellafield processing plant in Cumbria. Reuter - Bonn 

Move to ban death penalty 

The American Bat Association will urge Congress and 
state legislatures to ban the death penalty until Us fair use 
can be assured. Bucking opposition from the Clinton 
administration and the 370.000-lawyer group's own 
president, the ABA’s policy-making House of Delegates . 
voted 280-1 19 in favour of a capital-punishment ■ 
moratorium. The New York lawyer Ron Thbak, an architect 
of the measure, said: “It’s an historic vote. This tells the 
nation that the death penalty, as it is now administered, is 
systematically unfair." AP - San Antonio 

Albanian fund goes broke 

The operator of another high-risk investment fund said he. 
was broke, and Albania’s president said the company's 
accounts and property had been impounded. An 
announcement on radio and television by Fitim Gerxhalliu, 
of the Gjailica fund, confirmed the suspicions of many 
people, including those who had invested thousands of 
dollars in it. The failure of Gjailica to pay out on schedule 
last month spurred violence by angry crowds. The fund had 
promised to start paying again on Thursday but yesterday 
Mr Gerxhalliu said he was broke. AP - Tirana 

Freeze agreed on Nats loot 

The US, Britain and France had agreed to freeze 
distribution of gold bars worth $6Sra (£42m) that the Nazis 
looted from European central banks. the French Foreign 
Ministry said. The gold, stored in the vaults of the Federal 
Reserve Bank in New York and the Bank of England, could 
form the core of a fund to compensate Holocaust victims, 
US officials said. “There is agreement among the three 
partners. Now a formula must be established, which, on the 
one hand, would be legally sound and on the other band, 
would be worked out. together with the groups concerned,’' . 
a French Foreign Ministry spokesman said. AP - Paris 

Boy shoots bishop dead 

A gunman and a boy opened fire outside a cathedral in the 
southern Philippines, killing a Roman Catholic bishop and 
a bystander and wounding five people in a suspected 
terrorist attack. Monsignor Pedro Quitorio. spokesman for 
the Catholic Bishops' Conference of the Philippines, said 
Bishop Benjamin de Jesus, 56, was shot six times outside 
Mount Carmel Cathedral by two attackers, including a boy 
appearing to be 10 to 15 years old. AP - Manila 

‘Hitman’ found strangled 

The body of of a Russian wanted in Moscow over the 
murder of four policemen has been recovered by Greek 
authorities in a joint operation with Russian security 
officers. Alexander Solonik, an ex-KGB officer and 
suspected contract Idller, was found strangled on Sunday in 
Athens. Solonik, 37, was wanted in Russia for allegedly 
killing four police officers in Moscow and injuring another, 
officials said. Reuter - Athens . 

Iran quakes kill three 

Two earthquakes killed three people and injured 10 in 
north-east Iran. The official tRNA agency said the tremors, 
one registering 5.4 on the Richter scale and the other 6.1. . 
occurred near Esfarayen and Bojnourd, about 580kxn (360 
miles) north-east of Tehran. Reuter - Tehran 
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There’s not a lot of coffee in Brazil this year 


Prices will rise 
as farmers are 
ground down, 
reports Phil 
Davison 

Brace yourselves tor a surge in 
die price ofooffee.Ajid you can 
blame it on Colombian cocaine 

producers, a plague of insects. 
Brazilian showers or financial 
speculators. 

Experts predict your coffee 
break is about to cost yon con- 
siderably more within the next 
few days as supermarkets stick 
higher price tags on coffee 
beans, both ground and in- 
stant They are distinctly Jess 
clear about the reason. 

What we do know is that the 
price that the big roasting cor- 
porations pay to producers has 
rocketed 40 per cent since De- 
cember and is about to be re- 
flected on your supermarket 
shelves- The Dutch company 
Douwe Egberts yesterday be- 
came the first of the major 
roasters to warn retailers of an 
impending increase. It said it 
would raise retail prices by 
about 7 percent on average for 
a 250-gramme pack. 

Why? Take your pick. One 
factor is certainly bad weather 

during the recent harv esting sea- 
son in Central and SoathAmer- 
ica - particularly the world’s top 
two producers, Brazil and 
Colombia. It is likely to cut then- 
exports and farther reduce 
dwindling stocks in the con- 
sumer nations. 

Then there are the reports of 
a pending strike by Colombia's 
coffee farmers. They are an- 
gered by the fact that the world 
price rise has not been passed 
on to them by their National 
Coffee Federation. The gov- 
ernment has also refused their 
demands for debt relief. 



Slim pickings: A soldier 
standing guard in case of 
theft from a coffee 
plantation In Central 
America. Like Brazil, the 
region anticipates a poor 
Harvest Photograph: AP 


Bean counting 


The leading coffee 
producers, in 
descending order, are: 
Brazil Colombia, 
Indonesia. Mexico and 
Vietnam. 

The top consumers 
are: the US, Germany. 
Japan, France and 
Italy. Britain is sixth, 
consuming 2.42 million 
60kg (132 pound) bags 
a year. 


Another strike threatened 
by Colombia's public workers 
next Tuesday could also disrupt 
supplies. Previous strikes, by 
port workers last month and 
truck drivers previously, led to 
panic buying by roasters and 
pushed up prices. 

'Colombia, whose coffee ex- 
ports make up around one- 
quarter of the world total in 
dollar terms, considers its green 
coffee beans, of the arabica va- 
riety and known in the trade as 


Colombia Mflds, to be the best 
in the world. That, of course, 
would be considered sacrilege 
by the Jamaican growers of 
Blue Mountain coffee. 

On his farm, the Hacienda La 
Colina in Pereira, Colombia, 
grower Eabio Zuluaga notes an- 
other problem. “An experi- 
enced coffee bean picker earns 
around twice the minimum 
wage during the September-No- 
vember picking season,* he 
said “But the traditional pick- 


ers can now earn five times that 
much by picking coca leaves for 
the anreo-trs flickers. ” 

Coca leaf, the basis for co- 
caine, used to be grown mainly 
in Ptrru and Bolivia, lo cut 
costs and beat drug-interdiction 
efforts, however, the big Colom- 
bian cocaine cartels now fi- 
nance coca leaf growing in 
remote areas of Colombia, 
tempting coffee bean pickers 
away. 

Like other Colombian grow- 


ers, Mr Zuluaga has also been 
battling a plague of insects 
known as broca, barely visible 
to the human eye but deadly to 
the coffee bean. In the barn 
where he separates his beans ac- 
cording to quality, he has post- 
ed a warning placard which 
reads: “Don't leave ripe or 
over-ripe fruit near your coffee 
fields. It feeds the broca . Attack 
the broca before it destroys 
your harvest.* 

Neil Rosser, of London's 


ED and F Man International 
tradebouse, says prices arc also 
being affected* by reports that 
Brazil's 1997 crop may be sig- 
nificantly below curlier esti- 
mates. following heavy rains last 
week. Some revise d 'estimates 
speak of Brazilian production of 
only IS million bags, compared 
with last years already rcla- 
lively-kw 27 million bags- A bag 
weighs 60kg or 132 pounds. 

“Coffee prices don't always 
move in response to the basic 


conditions, however," said Mar- 
tin Waitam of the London- 
based International Coffee 
Organisation. "It's a highly un- 
predictable market. At present 
there's something of a shortfall 
in supply since the Association 
of Coffee Producing Countries 
is curtailing exports to bolster 
prices." 

"Don’t forget, when you talk 
about adverse weather and im- 
pending strikes, it's in the in- 
terests of the producers to talk 


up prices." said another Lon- 
don-based expert. “It's not al- 
ways easy to distinguish." 

On the sidelines of a meet- 
ing in Bali. Indonesia, this week 
ol the bl -nation ICO, grouping 
producers and consumers, the 
organisation’s Executive Di- 
rector. Celsius L odder, admit- 
ted to Reuters there was some 
confusion. "The fundamentals 
are not expkuning price varia- 
tions I Oil per cent," he said. 
"The fundamentals of demand, 
supply and stocks, weather eon- 
di lions ... elements you use to 
analyse the market, they are not 
explaining price movement." 
He appeared to be referring to 
speculation in the coffee futures 
market. 

The answer may lie in the fi- 
nancial markets, where coffee 
is just another way to make 
money. "We’ve seen a lot of 
fund buying," said Mr Rosser. 
“People who maybe used to 
dealing in foreign exchange are 
now investing in coffee. That, in 
turn, has a snowball effect and 
attracts more funds." 


Australia takes first steps towards vote for republic 



Robert N^ten 

Sydney 


Howard: Favours monarchy 


A “people's convention" of a sort not 
seen in Australia for a centmy wQJ be 
set up later this year to plan the con- 
stitutional transition to a republic. 

After debating republicanism for 
the past five years, Australians yes- 
terday learned that concrete steps are 
lo be taken to allow them a vote on 


abolishing the Queen as head of state. 
Ironically, it was the monarchist 
Prime Minister, John Howard, who 
took the initiative. 

Mr Howard told parliament in 
Canberra yesterday that a convention 
on constitutional change will be held 
in the capital in November or De- 
cember. Half the delegates would be 
elected in a popular ballot and an 
"appropriate proportion" will be 


jes and young people. The 
be appointed by the federal 


Aboi 
rest 

government. 

If recent opinion polls are any 
guide, the convention may decide that 
there is enough support to move on 
to a referendum on replacing the 
Queen with an Australian president. 
If that happens, Australia may become 
a republic by 2000, or at least by 2001, 
the centenary of the federation. 


The forthcoming convention 
echoes the conventions which were 
held in the 1890s to draw up the con- 
stitution, and which placed the British 
monarch at its head. 

Mr Howard surprised everyone 
with his announcement As leader of 
the Liberal-National coalition. Mr 
Howard has opposed republicanism. 
The opposition Labour Party has 
adopted a republic as official policy. 


Bui several prominent Liberal 
MR have since come out as repub- 
licans and an opinion poll in De- 
cember showed for the first time that 
there was enough popular support to 
carry a referendum on the issue. 

“It remains verv much my view ... 
that the existing constitution has 
worked very effectively and has 
played a very significant role in 
delivering stable government" Mr 


Howard told parliament. Republicans 
argued that it was not a question of 
wholesale changes to (he constitution, 
but simply one of making the head 
of state an Australian. 

Malcolm Turnbull a Sydney lawyer 
and merchant banker, who Ls chair- 
man of the Australian Republican 
Movement said yesterday; “Support 
has been growing but republicans are 
going to have to fight hard." 
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Holocaust adds twist to 
Albright’s gripping tale 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


The personal story of Madeleine 
Korbel Albright was already ar- 
resting; the Czech girl whose 
family fled Prague and the Com- 
munist coup of 1948 for Ameri- 
ca. where she would rise to 
become the first woman Secretary 
of State. Now there is more. Her 
origins, it seems, are not Catholic 
but Jewish, and three of her 
grandparents perished in the 
Holocaust. 

These revelations, which have 
apparently surprised Ms Albright 
almost as much as anyone else, 
came in yesterday's Washington 
Fast, the fruit of research by the 
paper into her background in 
Czedioslovakia, which her parents 
left after the Nazi occupation in 
1939. The Korbel family spent the 
war in London before returning 
home in 1945. Three years later 
they left for Lhe US, for good. 

The Post said German, Czech 
and Jewish archive documents, 
including transportation lists to 
Auschwitz, suggested at least a 
dozen of her relatives were victims 



Albright: Not Catholic after all 


of the Holocaust, including three 
grandparents, uncles, aunts and 
cousins. Ms Albright, 59, was 
never told as a child, and her par- 
ents subsequently only said that 
these family members had died 
“during the course of the war". 

Had the Korbels not left 
Prague in 1939, they probably 
would have met the same fate. 

As it was, Madeleine Korbel 
was brought up as a Catholic, be- 
fore becoming an Episcopalian. 
“I have always thought of myself 
as a Czechoslovak Catholic,'" she 


told the Post. But, she said, the 
new information was “fairly com- 
pelling." She planned to conduct 
further research herself: “Obvi- 
ously it is a very personal matter 
for my family and brother and sis- 
ter and children. The only thing 
1 have to go by is what my moth- 
er and father told me." They have 
died - her father Josef, himself a 
former diplomat, in 1977, and her 
mother Mandula in 1989. 

Ms Albright is not the first Sec- 
retary of State to have fled tyran- 
ny m Europe. In 1938, a 
15-year-old German Jewish boy 
named Henry Alfred Kissinger 
came to America with his family 
to escape Hitler's persecution. 
Those origins did not prevent him 
brokering the Israeii-Aiab truce 
after the 1973 war. 

But as a woman, and as chief 
foreign policy aide of a President 
reckoned as pro- Israeli as any in 
recent times, she may have 
greater problems in the region. 
Hardly had she been nominated 
last December than sections of the 
Arab press were portraying her as 
a caretcarrying member ofthe US 
Zionist lobby. 





Break through: The Greenpeace ship, Arctic Sunrise , making what It claims is the first voyage between the Anterc^ ^i^la^d 
James Ross island. An ice bridge once linked the island to the mainland but the ice shelves have been collapsing Photograpn. Keumre 
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Breathless 
Kohl must 
wait for 
new palace 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


In a grand gesture celebrating 
the biggest project in Europe. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl over- 
turned two spadefuls of Berlin 
soil yesterday. “This is an historic 
day for Berlin and for our coun- ■ 
try,” Mr Kohl declared, still 
puffing from the exertion. 

It was indeed an historic mo- 
ment. at least as redolent in 
symbolism as the spade-work of 
other politicians who had al- 
ready laid their foundation 
stones in the new capital 

In recent months Germany 
has witnessed the uncloaking of 
the Reichstag and its disap- 
pearance behind a forest of scaf- 
folding. Potsdam er Platz has 
grown by 20 stories and finance 
minister Theo Wajgel has tak- 
en charge of Goring's Luft- 
waffe building, designed by 
Nazis for Nazis. 

But yesterday Mr Kohl dug 
for the crown jewel in his em- 
pire - the chancellery he hopes 
will be his home. Better late 
than never, cynics muttered. For 
Mr Kohl's dream palace, a ha- 
cienda by the river Spree, will 
not be ready in time for the 
dawn of the Berlin republic. 

The plans were ready long 
ago, but the Chancellor kept 
making alterations. As a result, 
the country's seat of power will 
still be a building site when MFs 
and the ministries move into 
their plush new surroundings. 

The move to Berlin is 
officially scheduled to take 
place in May 1999 with the cer- 
emonial reopening of the Re- 
ichstag, but the Chancellor will 
have to slum it for at least, sev- 
en months in Erich Honecker's 
spartan State Council building. 

But when the new chan- 
cellery is opened, it wall be fit 
for the most powerful man or 
woman in Europe. The archi- 
tects, Berliners Axel Schultes 
and Charlotte Frank, have cre- 
ated awhile cube 120ft tall with 
310 offices, 13 winter gardens, 
a private footbridge across the 
Spree, and a small park. 

The Chancellor's office will 
have views over the Reichstag, 
the Brandenburg Gate and the 
Tlergarten. The entire com- 
plex is to be powered by solar 
energy and heated with veg- 
etable oil. All this for a mere 
DM 400m (£156m) — a snip 
compared with the roughlv 
DM200bn that will have been 
sunk into Berlin by taxpayers 
and private investors by the turn 
of tne millennium. 

At least the chancellery does 
mark a new beginning, unlike 
the controversial choices for 
some of the other arms of the 
government. It can be argued 



Helmut Kohl: Berlin move 


6 A building fit 
for the most 
powerful person 
in Europe 9 


that the Reichstag was never the 
mother of German democracy. 
Debate has also been raging 
about the wisdom of converting 1 
the Prussian House of Lords 
into the Bundesrat, the second 
chamber of parliament. 

The chancellery is to be 
erected in the former no-mao's 
land between East and West. 
The mines have gone, but the 
whole area remains booby- 
trapped. 

But other ambitions have 
been tinximscribcd by economic 
reality, thwarting plans to con- 
vert the square miles between 
West Berlin's Tiergarten and 
Alexanderplaiz at the eastern 
end of the Unter den Linden into 
a vast government theme park. 

Plans for the reconstruction 
of the concrete jungle in the 
East have had to be postponed 
until well into next centuiy be- 
cause of a shortage of public 
funds. Some of the infrastruc- 
ture projects linked to the move 
are also in danger for the same 
reason. 

Work on the rail tunnel run- 
ning north -south under the 
Tiergarten and the Reichstag 
began last week, but the high- 
speed rail links projecting from 
the station at the edge of the 
government quarter may never 
materialise. 

Meanwhile, unemployment 
in Berlin stands at 15 per cent, 
soup kitchens proliferate and 
the city's universities are halv- 
ing their intake next year be- 
cause of lack of money. The new 
capital will be a symbol of Mr 
Kohl's long reign, though 
perhaps not in the way he had 
anticipated. 


1 ■■ 
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Mental illness needs a broader treatment 


“M 


enial Alness” doesn't eriqt 
No, that is not to recycle 
- some fashionable Sixties 
nostrum. It is to say we use the phrase 
to cover a variety of quite different med- 
ical conditions responding to no stnrf«* 
set of therapies. 

Mental Alness demands the attention 
of no one set of professionals. In seven 
years the schizophrenic Christopher 
Qunis was seen by four teaching hospi- 
tals, three local psychiatric services, one 
probation hostel, two prisons, five social 
services departments, one sheltered 


~ —o wu-omrui 

tast placements. Bad enough! but manic 

depression is as prevalent as schizo- 
phrenia; it is just less visible. Up to 30 per 
cent of those aged 80-plus suffer from 
dementia, while up to one in five young 
people suffers from some land of severe 
mental problem or disorder. And most 
mentally A1 people spend most of their 
lives in our midst, in “the community’’, 
albeit often out of si gh t. 

•’ All that is to make the point that there 
can never be a definitive national 
scheme or system for the treatment of 
mental illness or the care of the men- 
tally AL Much more can and should be 
done to co-ordinate the flow of funds 
into general health and social services 
budgets intended to provide for the 
mentally ill The care of the mentally Al 
demonstrates a pathology of govern- 
ment in the UK - “departmentalism” 
and the refusal of pffaftmiflnafc and gp«»- 


dalised policymakers to surrender uni 

Some of that professional rivalry is 
based on genuine differences of view. In 
some case histories, there is no single 
“right answer”.Whaithat implies is that 
the space for experimentation needs to 
be as broad as possible, so that we can 
all learn what works. Thai inevitably 
means a degree erf administ rative 
ness. The trick - and cases such as Qu- 
nis and Zito demonstrate the human 
cost of failure - is to preserve space for 
innovation while ensuring that needy 
people do not fall through it; to patch 
together the medical and social services 
agencies into a seamless whole. 

So: community care is dead - long 
live community care! The high hopes of 
a deca d e and a half ago for closing the 
hospitals and accommodating the men- 
tally 51 down the street have evaporated. 
Realism has dawned. We probably now 
have too few beds in dedicated psychi- 
atric units and hospitals. But we' also 
know that what matters as much as bed 
numbers is throughput - that is to say, 
not allowing patients who do not need 
residential care to block beds. 

Stephen Dorrefl’s Green Paper is the 
Whitehall equivalent of wetting a fin- 
ger and sticking it in the air to see which 
way the wind is blowing. The Health 
Secretary's good intentions are not in 
doubt; a decent and serious man, as well 
as an ambitious one, he deserves credit 
for giving the care of the mentally fll his 
attention - there are few votes in it. 
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He certainly deserves a more con- 
sidered response than his shadow was 
prepared to give him yesterday. Chris 
Smith has fallen into the trap of reflex 
reactions to government announce- 
ments, always of a carping and critical 
nature. (Since Gordon Brown's 
announcement banning additional 
spending by Labour, Mr Smith really 
will have to start singing a more con- 
vincing tune than the archaic melody 
that says spend, spend, spend.) 

The problem with the Green Paper 
yesterday was obvious on page one. It 
was signed by a single secretary of state 
- yet the core of the problem is that 


responsibility has to be shared between 
the domains of government. It ought 
to have been co-written with the Envi- 
ronment, Employment and Social 
Security Secretaries as well as the 
Health Secretary. Az least it should 
have recognised* that lack of co-ordi- 
nation at the centre is part of the rea- 
son why “community care” has not 
lived up to the expectations of strug- 
gling families, worried neighbours and 
angry health professionals. Govern- 
ment passes money to local authorities 
through a support grant manipulated 
by the Environment Department, 
which has too little contact with the 


Department of Health. Some new 
arrangement is needed, perhaps a ded- 
icated ministerial task force or a pol- 
icy agency with a mission to deliver 
across departmental boundaries. 

Those who present themselves to the 
state as mentally ill need a single and 
enduring reference in the system, a case 
worker who stays cm the case - who per- 
sists. The mentally ill won't wony about 
whether thev are being entered into a 
Care Programme (what the NHS offers 
the mentally fll) or receiving Managed 
Care (bow local authority social services 
define things): what matters is that there 
is a path that can lead out of medical 
treatment into a Benefits Agency office 
and a housing association. 

The Green Paper, hedging its bets, 
offers options for remaking the local 
commissioning agency for mental Alness. 
One of them - the creation of new ad 
hoc authorities - is said to be a brain- 
child of Number 10. Whoever its author, 
it is a still-born solution. Such an agency 
would be a creature of central govern- 
ment, but provision for the mentally ill 
is predominantly a local service, depend- 
ing as it does on variations in jobs, hous- 
ing. demography and (not to be forgot- 
ten) public attitudes towards mentally 
Al neighbours. 

This is a ferociously complicated sub- 
ject, which requires sharper government 
thinking and clearer lines of communi- 
cation. It is not a popular subject; you 
will hear few. if any, speeches about it 


during the election campaign. But it is 
hugely important to tens of thousands 
of our fellow citizens and their families. 
“Mental Alness” may not exist as a single 
category. But the pain, fear and contu- 
sion is widespread and under-discussed; 
and these sufferers have had a rotten 
deal from the rest of us. 


Are we a nation 
of fibbers? 

I t has often been said that no people 
are quite so utter!)' private and so 
impossible for outsiders to understand 
as the English. These days, with the tele- 
via'on-and-rabloid fashion for emo- 
tional exhibitionism, that might seem as 
out of date as John Major's summon- 
ing-up of Orwell's warm beer and 
cycling spinsters - a Silent England of 
laconic villagers and pursed lips. We are 
not so sure, but nor, of course, is No 11). 
Mr Major and his colleagues still believe 
they can win the election, above alt 
because they think that deep down, vast 
numbers of “don't knows” and appar- 
ent Labour supporters are really Tories. 
We shall see. But what would it mean 
for all that sampling and polling, those 
“shock reports” and phone surveys if it 
turned out that the English were not 
only private, but unabashed liars too? 


Jailing asylum 
seekers flouts 
human rights 

Sin It is a sorrv state of affairs when 
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have to resort to a hunger strike to 
draw the attention of the public to 
the a rbitra ry and often prolonged 
detention of asylum-seekers. 

Recent statements by Home 
Office Minister Ann \Mddecombe 
have been inaccurate. First, she has 
contended that all decisions to 
detain asylum-seekers are subject to 

judicial process including appeal, 
but, in violation of international 
human rights standards, these 
detained may be held indefinitely, 
are not properly informed of the 
reasons for their detention and have 
no effective opportunity to challenge 
those reasons before a court. 

Secondly, she has said that those 
asylum-seekers are detained 
because they have not convinced the 
Home Office of their daim to 
asylum. This implies that only 
rejected asylum-seekersare 
detained A recent survey by 
Amnesty International 
demonstrated that in the vast 
majority of cases the decision to 
detain is taken when the individual 
is just entering the asylum process. 

For some 10 years, Amnesty has 
repeatedly called on the 
Government to review its practice 
of arbitrarily detaining asylum- 
seekers whilst their daims are 


are admitted 

determination of their daim, there 
are more than 750 asylum-seekers 
detained at any onetime on the 
authority of the immigration officer, 
under the powers of the 
Immigration Act 1971. 

The UK is the only European 
Union country where asylum- 
seekers are held in detention for 
often lengthy of periods of time with 

no effective legal remedy, their only 
“crime” being that they have 
applied for asylum. 

JAN SHAW 
Refugee Officer 
Amnesty International 
London EC1 

Sir Are Michael Howard and Aim 
Widdecombe acting in the national 
interest? Won't they be responsible 
if any of the “detainees” die? 

During the Thirties my fimifly 
came tothis country from St 
Petersburg. They were escaping 
from the tyranny of the Soviet 
Union. Some of them workedm 
Germany on theirway and had to 
escape a second time from the 
officialdom and tenor of Nazi 

Germany- . 

They came herewith nothing. 
Ufe was hard, Tbeywere happy and 
proud to become UK citizens. My 

unde Mark was a successful 
barrister here until he was mhK 

eighties. My father, Scree, worked 

in the BBC through the Second 

Ubrid War, momtoring Soviet and 
Gennan broadcasting. He often 

told me how lucky be was that 

people here were so decent and jusl 
MICHAEL WOLFF 

i London WC1 

1 

I 

Hot tip 

Sin Joe Boswell (letter, 3 
February) might save some trouble 
by emulating Lord BertMJm- who 
travelled on the train with a clinical 

thennometer. The frequent 

insertion of same under the tongue, 
and the subsequent anxious 
shaking down of the mercury, 
usually allowed him to travel alone. 
SIMON RENDALL 
Sevawaks, Kent 





School inspectors 
fail the test 

Sir You report (1 February) that 
fewer than 1 per cent of teachers 
“can't teach”. In my experience of 
Ofsted as a parent, the inspector 
can't inspect, and the Ofsted 


ask the simplest and most obvious 
question. 

I have two sons at Pimlico School 
Three weeks ago I was at a well- 
attended meetmg for parents held as 
partofthescbooFsaxrreutOftted 
inspection. The inspector found h 
bard not to interject. As rapporteur 
heliivialised important points. His 
idea of stnicturing the meeting was 
to seek out criticism of the school - 
which generally wasn't forthcoming. 

In his manipulation of the 
parents' meeting the inspector's 
approach echoes ibe questionnaire. 
Thk takes the form of 12 statements 
with which the respondent is invited 
to agree or disagree on a five-point 
scale. Not one refers to the 
performance of the school as a 
whole. Not one raises the simple 
issue: “The school is doing a good 
job. Agree or Disagree?" 

Hie questionnaire design makes 
it impossible for respondents to 
acknowledge the obvious fact that 
schools don't operate in a vacuum. 
For example, at Pimlico as 
elsewhere, parents take views on the 
setting of homework in the light of 
what they know about the 
availability of textbooks and other 
resources. But the inspectorate 
seems to assume that parents are 
too dim to understand such 
qualifications. 

Are Chris Woodhead and his 
inspectorate capable of listening? 
AUBREY NUNES 
LondonSWl ■ - 


Sir: In tbe light of statistics 
published about the number of 
incompetent teachers and under- 
achieving schools it would be 
interesting to know the percentage 
of incompetent Ofsted inspectors. 
Headteachers and school governors 
are powerless to challenge the 
findings of an Ofsted inspection. 
There is no authority to tom to if 
they have been unfairly treated. 

It would be interesting to 
compare, if such an experiment 
were possible, the findings of two 
separate Ofsted teams inspecting 
the same school, in the same week 
MARGARET POWELL 
Grimsby Lincolnshire 

Sin While I am glad that education 
features so highly on the electoral 
agendas of both main parties, I 
remain uneasy concerning their 
ability to get to the heart of the 
problems that bedevil our schools. 

Everyone blames the Sixties. 
However, there wasn't much wrong 
with the liberalism of that era; it 
wasn't “tee expression" that 
started the rot; rather, 
mismanagement of the raising of 
the school-leaving age. 

I belong to the last generation 
which had the option of leaving 
school 3t 15. 1 chose not to, but 
some of my less academic friends 
wens persuaded to stay on by the 
promise of exciting vocational 
courses. The bait was tempting: a 
ire-war cars 
outside the metalwork 


lop, and friends were assured that 
they would be given the chance to 
restore them, and even drive them 
round the playing field. 


It may have happened once, but 
not thereafter. Stroppy “fourth- 
year leavers” simply became 
im teachable “fifth-year leavers”. 
When I started teaching in the mkj- 
Seventies I was horrified to 
discover that they were all being 
forced through the same academic 
mill, regardless of aptitude. The 
old-style CSE, which bad been 
quite properly conceived as the 
non-academic equivalent of the 
GCE, had come to be regarded (tty 
school and employers alike) as an 
inferior qualification. 

Children who were once not 
expected to uy for the glittering 
prizes of academia are now 
penalised for failing to win them, 
thus creating the false impression 
that standards are falling. 

JEMULDOWNEY 

York 


Pooh could have 


gone too 


Sir. I went to boarding school and, 
horrible though it was, I must 
disagree with Linda Fielding (letter, 
31 January). Everybody had cuddly 
toys, and nobody was teased about 
h. My mother taught in residential 
schools, where teddy bears were on 
the beds of all the children, boys 
and girls alike. Linda Fielding has 
misread the ending of The House at 
Pooh Comer. The point was that 
Christopher realised that as he 
became older, and his time was 


was not gomg to be able to play 
with his teddy bear all the time. 


So off they went Together. But wherever 
They gp, and whatever happens to them 
onihe way, in (hat enchanted place on 
the top of the Forest a link bey arid his 
bear will always be playing. 

-“An Enchanted Place” from The 
House at Pooh Comer f 1Q2S) 
It may be a tragedy that little 
boys have to grow up, but it would 
be sadder still if they didn't. 1 
PAMELA D FLAYLE-MrrCHEU. 
Lancaster 


Let turbines top 
city towers 

Sir. The idea] site for wind turbines 
is neither in our National Parks nor 
out at sea (“Friends oppose blot on 
Wordsworth landscape”, 3 
February). It is on the roofs of high 
buildings hi our cities. 

Each building would sell the 
electricity it generated, to offset its 
own fuel bills. The only problem is 
one of safety: turbine blades 
occasionally break off in stormy 
weather. The solution is to fit them 
with restraining wires, so that when 
this happens they do not fall on to 
the streets below. 

Imagine the scene: Canary Wharf 
Tbwer itself, all the skyscrapers in 
the Square Mile and the Barbican, 
the Shell building, the Mill bank 
Tower. Centre Point even, all with 
propellers spinning round on lop. 
Best of all would bea turbine atop 
each of Battersea Power Station's 
chimneys, restoring that grand 
building to its original use. 

RUPERT LEE 
London SW14 
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Oxford fights 
for green belt 

Sir. Mr Gfllard-Walson (letter, 31 
January) says that the Oxford green 
bell has never been confirmed. In 
fact, the great majority of it has 
already wen confirmed. His real 
argument appears to be with 
Oxford City Council, for having 
been unable to confirm the part of 
the green belt that lies within the 
Citv boundaries. 

Oxford City Council has always 
supported the green bell. The 
council’s first attempt at drawing 
up an inner boundary for the green 
belt was rejected following a public 
inquiry in the Sixties, as being too 
tightly drawn. A second attempt 
was similarly rejected in the 
Eighties. The council's third 
attempt io define the boundary in 
the Oxford Local Plan is Currently 
going through the final adoption 
procedures. This should hopefully 
lead to confirmation of the 
remaining part of the green belt 
this summer. 

STEF SPENCER, 

Chair, Planning Committee 
Oxford City Council 


Lost tribe 

Sir "The don't-know-don't-much- 
care dan, who are stupider and 
worse informed than average" 
(Polly Toynbee. “A much meaner 
tribe", 3 February). Whatever 
happened to the intelligent, open- 
minded and indeed independent, 
who find neither political “tribe" 
wholly attractive and are the 
natural readership of your fine 
newspaper? 

PATRICK CHAMBERLAIN 
Caterham, Surrey 


Pot and the 
higher boredom 

Sin 1 was interested to read in your 
extremely good leading article 
“Forget the lectures. Young people 
need facts" ( 1 February), your 
reservation that pot makes people 
boring. 

If that is the case, then 1 admit 
that 1 have now been boring for 
more than 30 years and it's helped 
to keep me sane. 

Most of my friends must also be 
boring. I think 1 am boring when 1 
am being bored, but for me being 
bored is a higher state - I'm open to 
a sty possibility. I certainly would 
rather be bored than cold, tired, 
hungry, afraid or badly needing a 
pee. Maybe life is a balance and 
you can only be as interesting as 
you can be boring. 

(NAME AND ADDRESS 
WITHHELD) 

London NS 

Sir: 1 applaud your call for more 
facts and less hysteria over drugs. 
However I would pick you up on 
“the illogicality of banning some 
boring drugs and not others". 

The logic of this argument 
appears to be that soft drugs should 
be legalised for consistency's sake. 
As you point out “Alcohol ... 
causes more death and dismay than 
any other drug available." Surely 
this is an argument against 
legalisation. 

Our tolerance of alcohol and 
tobacco has, in many respects, 
proved to be disastrous. The failure 
of prohibition reminds us that 
retraction of legalising a drug is 
almost impossible. We must be 
convinced that legalising soft drugs 
will not be another costly decision 
for sodety. 

DrGM BIERMAN 
Cambridge 


Beethoven tops 
symphony league 

Sir Analysis of all symphonies 
performed during 1996 al London's 
Royal Albert, Royal Festival, 
Barbican and Queen Elizabeth 
Halls and at St John's, Smith 
Square, shows that Beethoven 
maintains his lead with 44, while 
Mahler is runner-up with 22 and 
one-fifth (Adagio from No 10). 

Mozart follows with 22 and 
Bruckner leaps in with 20. 
Shostakovich scores IS. 

Tchaikovsky 15 and Sibelius 13. 
including two KuDervos. Thanks to 

one movement of his AViv Ilbrfd 

symphony at an Ernest Read 
Children^ Concert, Dvorak scores 
1 1 and a quarter, pushing Haydn 
into ninth place with 11. 

Brahms and Schubcn tie with ID 
each, but Brahms will do better in 
1997, his cemenaiy year. One 
strange omission: Beethoven's No 
2 did not get a single performance. 
DAVID CHESTERMAN 
CJtorieywood. Hertfordshire 


Ships of state 

Sir. Edward Heath is not the only 
former premier to whom a nautical 
simile bos been applied (“After 46 
years in Parliament, 'old 
Dreadnought' sets sail for one 
more battle with the young guns", 1 
February). Gladstone, referring to 
Peel, said that “former prime 
ministers are like great rafts 
floating untelhered in a harbour”. 

There are many who ihink that 
every harbour needs elderly 
vessels, whether seaworthy or 
derelict. They arc picturesque, lend 
dignity and keep pilots alert. 

JOHN MITCHELL 
London SEI3 
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I magine a town where 
parents have a wide 
choice of school. There 
are two grammar 
schools. single-sex 
schools, schools which have 
opted out of local authority 
control and even one which has 
not, for those on the left who 
object to the rest. It looks like a 
place which fulfils every Con- 
servative's parental choice 
dream. In fact, it is a parental 
nightmare.- 

The town is the London bor- 
ough of Bromley where Harriet 
Hannan's son, Jo. is in his sec- 
ond term at Si Olave's grammar 
school, and its story is a cau- 
tionary tale about the perils of 
competition in education. 

The trouble began when one 
grant-maintained school, Hayes, 
applied to the Secretary of State 
for Education for permission to 
select 25 per cent of its pupils. 
Last July, the 13 heads of the 
other schools got together and 
agreed that they would all select 
15 per cent of their pupils to 
stop Hayes siphoning off the 
cleverest children. They are not 
allowed to select more without 
permission from the Secretary 
of State. 

Selection inevitably reduces 
choice for those who are not 
selected. But. to make matters 
worse, all except one of the 
schools picking 15 per cent set 
their entrance exams on the 
same day. So parents were 
forced to choose just one of 
them. A barrister consulted by 
the pressure group Campaign 
for the Advancement of State 
Education thought this reduced 
parental choice so drastically 
that it could be challenged in the 
courts under the 1980 Educa- 
tion Act, which gives parents the 
right to express a preference for 
the school of their choice. 

Parental problems in Brom- 
ley do not end there. Because 
nearly all the schools have opted 
out of local authority control, 
they all have their own admis- 
sions procedures: the local 
authority does not juggle appli- 
cations for all schools. A parent 
wanting to secure a place for a 
child has to contact each school 
individually to find out what is 
happening to that child's appli- 
cation. Easy enough perhaps for 
a Harman’ but daunting for a 
single mother of four with lim- 
ited time and cash. 

Nowhere illustrates more 
dearly than Bromley that the 
notion of parental choice 
depends on who you are and 
where you live. Yet, for politi- 
cians, it has become as 
inescapable as kissing babies. 
Long the watchword of the 
Thatcherile Tories, it has been 
enthusiastically adopted by new 



enemy of enlightened parental 
choice. Their message to par- 
ents is clean the aim of all 
schools must be to score as 
h ighly as passible in academic 

examinations across the board. 

There is no room for schools 
that excel at science or technol- 
ogy, at languages or sport, at 
dram or music, schools that are 
best for slow children or those 
that arc best for bright ones. All 



: apparent than real 
i University study. 


The Great School Lottery 


Labour. How could it be other- 
wise as Tony Blair’s son, Euan, 
heads for his opted-out school 
on the other side of town and Jo 
boards the train for St Olave’s? 

Blair is right to decide he can- 
not put the clock back 20 years 
to the time when local authori- 
ties told pupils to gp to their 
local school and most of them 
obeyed. Two education acts 
(1980 and 1988) have promoted 
parents' right to choose the 
schools they want, regardless of 
where they live. The courts have 
decreed that pupils do not even 
have to attend a school within 
their own local authority. 

For some parents there 
almost certainly is more choice. 
The number of Euan Blairs is 
growing as people shop around 
in search of the education that 
best fils their child. A three-year 
Open University study of 
parental choice among 6.000 
parents to be published soon has 


The principle of selection is a farce. The sought-after schools are 
the unavailable ones, and the result is chaos, says Judith Judd 


found that some local schools 
are losing out in places where 
parents have a realistic choice of 
several schools. 

So the policy of parental 
choice has made a difference. 
But the rhetoric far outstrips the 
reality. While some of those who 
shop around succeed (Blair and 
Harman), for many parents the 
idea of parental choice is a 
myth. Quite apart from the 
bewildering patchwork of 
schools created in places such as 
Bromley, popular schools are, 
by definition, oversubscribed 
and end up choosing their pupils 
rather than the other way round. 

Even the Government has 
had reluctantly to recognise that 
parental choice is not quite what 
it seems. The first version of its 


Will you help save 
Jenny’s life tonight? 











Jenny sleeps in -a shop doorway - but not to queue for the sales. She’s 
there because she’s homeless. All she wants this winter is to survive - 
but without help, she may not. 

Jenny has learned to cope with dirt, hunger and illness - but harsh 
weather could finish her off. Last winter, in London alone, 74 people 
perished while sleeping rough. 

You can Help jenny - and hundreds like her - make it through winter. 
Send £25 to Crisis today. We’ll use it to give a vulnerable homeless person 
food, warmth and shelter at one of our emergency cold weather shelters. 

£25 is a small price to pay to save a human life. But it could be the 
most important saving you’ll ever make. 


Crisis Winter Emergency 


f Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: 
j □ £15 □ £25 □ £50 □ £250* other £ 

I I enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my 

J DVisa □ Access □ 5witch + ocher 

| Card no. ]_ L 


A\ 


jii i i i i i i i i i i i i 


I t Last three digits of Switch card no.. 
[ Expiry date _ Signature _ 


/ / 


Switch issue no. 


| Gifci of £250 w morn arc worth a third extra to us under Gift A*d 

| Name (caps) Mr.'MiVMs 

I Address — 




, Postcode . 



■ OR please phone our donation line 0500 1 0 99 99 ^ 

Croft. PO Box 13295. freeoostED0379f. London EMM 


Parents' Charter had a chapter 
headed “The Right to Choose," 
obscuring the fact that the only 
“right" parents have is to 
“express a preference”. TWo 
years and thousands of failed 
parental appeals over schooling 
later, ministers had sensed dan- 
ger. The same chapter in the sec- 
ond version was headed simply 
“choosing a school”. The right 
mentioned was “to a place at 
your local school". But the words 
“choice" and “dioose” still pep- 
pered the pages and parents 
were told: “Your choice is wider 
as a result of recent changes.” 

I n a recent report, the Audit 
Commission disagreed. It 
outlined for the first time the 
extent of parental discontent 
about school choice. One in 
five parents faded to get the sec- 
ondary school of their choice, it 
said, and in London the figure 
rose to half. The Open Univer- 
sity study, based on three dif- 
ferent areas, suggests that 
between a quarter and half of all 
parents do not get what they 
want. Previous figures about 
choice were an underestimate, 
both studies suggest, because 
they faded to take into account 
a large body of parents who did- 
n't bother to put down the 
school they really wanted 
because they knew they had no 


chance of getting in. Instead, 
they played a strategic game by 
putting down their second 
choice schooL to make certain 
they would not be diverted to a 
third, even less desirable school 

What the Government had 
created, the commission sug- 
gested. was a vast appetite for 
choice with no- 
means of satisfy- 
ing iL Parents 
have been 

encouraged to 
choose popular 
schools but the 
latter often have 
neither the money 
nor the space to 
expand. The 

result is chaos. 

And the peo- ZS 
pie who benefit 
mpst are the articulate middle 
classes. Research from King ’s 
College, London, shows that 
dass dominates the way parents 
choose schools. While a group 
of middle-class parents rushes 
round with clipboards asking 
about mixed-ability teaching, 
dual science and the proportion 
of starred- A grades achieved in 
Russian GCSEs, low-income 
families are preoccupied with 
transport difficulties and 
whether their children will be 
plunged into an unfamili ar 
world Many of them choose the 


6 The notion 
of choice 
depends on 
who you are 
and where 
you live 5 


local schooL Some woridng- 
dass parents do take as much 
trouble as their more affluent 
neighbours in choosing schools, 
but they value different things. 
They also lade the knowledge to 

and their chUd^axerefu^da 
place. As the King’s study puts 

it “Cultural cap- 

ital plays a cau- 
dal role, know- 
ing how to 
approach, pre- 
sent, mount a 
case, maintain 
pressure, make 
an impact, be 
remembered” 
Middle -cl ass 
parents have 
another advan- 
tage. Many pop- 
ular local authority compre- 
hensives still determine 
admissions fay catchment area. 
In some cities, you may live less 
than half a mile from a school 
and still not get a place. Parents 
with enough money can amply 
move into the right area where 
house prices are determined 
partly by proximity to the pop- 
ular schooL A comprehensive 
has arrived when it starts 
appearing in estate agents’ win- 
dows. If all else fails, there is 
always the private sector. 

As the better-off manipulate 


their way into the best schools, 
the gap between schools widens 
and educational inequality 
grows. In Scotland, where the 
shift away from local authority 
control of admissions happened 
earlier than in England, the 
result has been the creation of 
sink schools in the most 
deprived parts of cities. As 
pupils have drained away from 
the least popular schools, so 
have stan and resources. 
Research from Edinburgh Uni- 
versity shows that, though some 
pupils have made small acade- 
mic gains by attending “better” 
schools rather than their local 
one, the losses for those who 
attended the unpopular schools 
have been far greater. 

The difficulties over school 
choice in this country have 
arisen for peculiarly British rea- 
sons. As Donald Hirsch, an 
educational consultant and 
author, points out “Choice is an 
impossible aspiration if every- 
one chooses in the same way." 
And, in Britain, everyone does. 

There is a dear hierarchy of 
schools: private, g rammar , com- 
prehensives with plenty of nice 
middle-dass children, compre- 
hensiveswith fewer nice nuddle- 
dass children and so on. The 
trouble is that, while in Den- 
mark and the Netherlands par- 
ents are happy to choose dif- 
ferent sorts of school in Britain 
everyone wants the same. . 

League tables, a centralising 
measure introduced by a Con- 
servative government, are the 


point score. 

Ministers have tried hard to 
introduce a greater variety of 
schools but they have made lit- 
tle impact: the differences 
remain more: 

In the Open 
parents saw nothing to mark ait 

r n - main rained schools from 
rest. They chose them not 
because they had opted out but 
for the same reasons as they 
chose other schools: discipline, 
exam results, reputation which 
went back for decades.. 

Studies of City Technology 
Colleges, another arm of the 
Government’s “diversity” policy, 
show that parents value them 
because the/ sec them 3sa sym- 
bol of traditional academic 
excellence rather than because 
they offe{ a new, exciting tech- 
nological education. 

E ven that classic weapon 
of choice, the voucher, 
has failed to increase 
choice for the under-fives. 
£1,100 vouchers for all four- 
year-olds have not stimulated 
the market in private and vol- 
untary nurseries. Instead, play- 
groups are dosing as parents 
rush to put their children into 
state school reception dasses 
which are sometimes ill- 
equipped to cope with them. 

Labour is also offering diver- 
sity but shows little sign of pro- 
ducing it On paper, the three 
types of school it would offer - 
local authority, voluntary-aided 
and foundation - look much of 
a muchness, give or take their 
names. There is talk of “spe- 
cialist” schools but the details 
are undear. 

While there is no genuine 
dive reify, parents who cannot 
get their children into the pop- 
ular schools will continue to feel 
conned by the rhetoric of 
parental choice. A co-ordinated 
admissions policy that allocated 
places would even out some of 
the absurdities in places such as 
Bromley. But there would still 
be a lot of dissatisfied customers. 

One researcher has suggested 
that the problem is so intractable 
that a lottery would be the best 
way to decide who goes where. 
While parents ding stubbornly 
to the view that all schools are 
unequal and governments fail to 
create schools which are truly 
diverse, the political promise of 
parental choice will remain 

largely unfulfilled. 

Correction 

Geoffrey Robinson (Profile, 

3 February) has asked ns to 
make dear that he has no 
arrangements with Coventry 
Football Club by which he 
gets a cat of any transfer fee 
if players are sold 


The truth will out, even in the small print 


H ow well do you think 
you follow the news? 

I mean, outside the 
big headlines ? Oh yes, we all 
know that Chris Evans has 
left the BBC even if we have 
□o idea who Chris Evans is, 
and we know that everyone 
except the media is bored 
with the coining election 
already, but how well do you 
know the small but 
significant stories in the 
news? 

All righL Here’s a test. 
Simply read the following 
news stories purportedly 
garnered in the last seven 
days and say which ones you 
think are false and which 
ones are true. Here's a due. 
Only one story is true. , 

1. Bath City Council has 
ordered a resident, Malcolm 
Hines, to take down and 
rebuild his new house, 
because the sfyle is wrong. 

He had it designed in neo- 
Georgian style to fit in with 
Bath's classic Georgian 
facades, which suited the city 
fine. Thev have no quarrel 
over the look of the honse. 
Where Bath and Mr Hines 
parted company was over the 
standard ofbuilding. Mr 
Hines had his house built to 
the best modern 
specifications. Bath City 


Council points out that in 
Georgian times almost 
everything was hastily 
constructed, jerry-built and 
skimped, and that those 
elegant fagades concealed a 
multitude of sins. 1o achieve 
true authentidty, therefore, a 
new Georgian building 
should be oadlybuilt. Mr 
Hines's is not. Therefore he 
has been ordered to rebuild 
it badly. 

2. A man who was arrested 
in Tetbury on a charge of 
“stalking” the Prince of 
Whies has been released 
without being charged. He 
admitted that he was in the 
habit of following close 
behind the Prince, but 
claimed that this was 

J ustified on the grounds that 
le was Charles’s official 
private detective. 
Gloucestershire police are 
said to be “embarrassed". 

3. You have just missed 
your chance to buy drugs in 

« 3ur McDonald's 
amburger. It has been 
discovered that marijuana 
was being added to some 
hamburgers in a McDonald’s 
in 'Connecticut A window- 
worker catering for the 
drive-through trade bad been 
adding marijuana to Happy 
Meals for children. He is 



what happened to Atlanta 
after the Olympics!” they 
say. As nobody knows what 
sned to Atlanta after 




Miles 

Kington 

under arrest and children in 
Connecticut are now being 
deprived by McDonald's of 
free marijuana. 

4. The reason that 
Germany’s bid for the World 
Cup in AD 2006 has been 
favoured is that all three 
leaders of the main British 
political parties agreed in 
private to urge the 
international football body 
not to consider England's 
bid. Most politicians would 
rather die than risk having 
the World Cup here, with all 
the attendant expense, 
violence, mess, civil unrest 
and media overkill. “Look 


: nobody ; 

wants to go to Atlanta. But 
did anyone want to go to 
Atlanta before the Olympics 
either? 

5. A man in New York is 
suing Andrew Lloyd Webber 
for S12JX)0,060. This is on 
the grounds that he went to 
see the Lloyd Wfebber 
musical Cots and fell asleep 
during the first number, not 
waking up until the end of 
the show. During the time he 
was asleep be had the most 
distressing nightmares in 
which he dreamt that he had 
not, after all, been abused as 
a child by his parents but had 
had a really happy childhood. 
As he is currently suing his 
parents for $12m for 
childhood abuse, this has 
caused him undue suffering, 
as he may now have to 
withdraw the case. None of 
this would have happened 
(he claims) eifar if [wj 
Webber’s music had been 
good enough to keep him 
awake or ifa member of the 
past badcome and woken 
him up by inviting him to a 


bit of audience partidpatioo. 
as he had been led to expect. 
He is chiming $12m for the 
emotional distress and $60 
for the price of the ticket. 

6. A trainee conjuror in 
Wolverhampton needed an 
audience to practise with, so 
he put some coloured 
balloons on the gate-outside 
his house. Over 20 beys and 
girls turned up that day in 
party dress, thinking that • 
there was a party going on, 
even though they had not 
been invited. They admit 
that they had a good Lime 
and that the conjuring was 
good but they are now suing 
the trainee magician for not 
giving them going home ' 
presents. He is counter- 
suing them for gate- 
crashing. 

Right There were the six ■ 
stories. Have you made your 
mind up which was the true 
one? 

Well donel The true story 
was the McDonald's 
marijuana st my, which 
appeared m the IrUemotkaud 
Herald Tribune on 30 
January. I am sorry they 
sacked the man, personally. 
Giving away free marijuana 
was the first nice thing I had. 
heard about McDonald’s m. 
ages. 
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the commentators 


Labour finally 
begins to choose 
its enemies 


R obin Cook’s asser- 
tion about the single 
currency - that be 
would favour British entry in 
2002 if it was a success — is 
the most significant act of 
political positioning in the 
1997 general election cam- 
paign so far. It is a shaping 
moment for New Labour. 

As a provocation, it 
matches (jordon Brown’s 
tax pledge. But it goes fur- 
ther in one key regard: h is 
a rare example of a clear 
view from the Opposition 
that contradicts, rather than 
confirms, the received wis- . 
dom of Britain's political 
and media establishment. 

What effect will it have on 
Tony Blair's extraordinarily 
subtle and persistent wooing 
of Labour’s old enemies in 
basin ess and the press? New 
Labour's charm -troopers 
have tidded up Rupert Mur- 
doch and Lora Rothermere 
something rotten, and 
stroked many of the tycoons 
who backed Margaret 
Thatcher, and then John 
Major in 1992, into a kind of 
dazed, purring acquies- 
cence. Will these boys like 
what Cook has said? 

I think not. Yes, both 
Blair and Major are com- 
mitted to “wait and see” on 
the angle currency. Yes, neither would enter 
in the first wave - Major because his party 
would fall apart, Blair because the legislation 
for creating an independent Bank of England 
and so on would tie up New Labour's first gov- 
ernment in knots for a couple of years, losing 
it vital momentum. 

Nevertheless, there is now a significant gap 
between the parties. Both know that the key 
date for abolishiqg the pound for the euro is 
2002. And, all things being equal. Labour is 
now dearly in favour. And the Tories (Kenneth 
Clarke and a few friends apart) aren’t 
There are many ifs, buts and interesting 
arguments to be had on the way, bat note that 
Labour is now committed in principle to a key 
policy which the Conservative establishment 
- what one could call the political-media 
complex - is overwhelmingly against, and 
regards as virtually treasonable. Those moguls 
whom Blair has wooed will be horrified And 
indeed, within hours of Mr Cook's interview 
there was the sound of hissing from 7%e Sun 
and rasping, throat-clearing unhappiness from 
The Times: sleeping dragons awake. 

This is an important moment winch ought 
to remind Labour of die limits of the possible 
in its rapprochement with the great powers in 
the land There was always a limit, always a 
choice to be made. And it is a choice, about 
what kind of government Blair wants to lead 
In the post-socialist world there are only 
conservative governments, which sustain big 
concentrations of power, and radical govern- 
ments, which break them up on behalf of the 
public interest and the underdog. These con- 
centrations can be ovennigbty trade unions, 
monopolistic companies, supermarket car- 
tels, EU institutions, officious quangos, or 
whatever. And it is perfectly possible for Tory 
governments to act radially, and Labour 



Andrew 

Marr 

Press tycoons 
will not like 
Robin Cook’s 
willingness to 
join a single 
currency 


ones to act conservatively. 

In this case, it would not 
be possible for New Labour 
to act radically if it -was also 
obsessed with staying friends 
with all the interests and 
individuals it has been lob- 
bying, and who have been 
iL A xadk^ admin- 
istration - unlike, perhaps, a 
party seeking power - has to 
make enemies. From the 
outside, it has been hard to 
tell whether Labour’s charm 
offensive has been a brilliant 
pre-election guerrilla tactic 
- lightning strikes deep into 
the enemy's intellectual ter- 
ritory -or the start of a bold 
attempt to reshape the polit- 
ical map. New Labour, New 
Establishment? 

The nightmare would be 
a Labour government that 
took a cynical decision to be 
anti-radical; to make deals 
with the powerful vested 
interests (whether it was the 
BMA. News International 
or Thatcherite business- 
men) in return for a quiet 
life and soothing support. 
Far-fetched? It isn’t so far 
from the behaviour of, say, 
Paul Keating's Australian 
Labor administration. 

No one knows whether 
the New Labour move is a 
feint or a fundamental shift. 
But the dangers of being conservative are so 
much greater than the dangers of radicalism 
that I remain optimistic. A Labour adminis- 
tration which failed to challenge vested 
interests or assert a clear view of the public 
interest would, quite quickly, repel support. 

So the mere met that Cook was prepared to 
say something which was becoming politically 
unsayable was heartening. It suggested a 
refusal to be bullied. That doesn’t mean that 
a Labour government could ignore business 
opinion -indeed, the politics of the single cur- 
rency are partly about which business influence 
you think matters more, loyota-style inward 
investors, or national newspapers. The only 
utterly destructive thing would be to take the 
country in a direction w^hich subvened politics 
altogether. For Labour, as for the lories, there 
are no easy answers. There are severe politi- 
cal problems with EMU which have led this 
□eropaper to ask whether a single currency can 
be reconciled at all with a functioning democ- 
racy. On the other hand, the thought of 
Britain, outside the ELTs influential core is 
almost equally unappetising. 

It might well be a country unable to attract 
inward investment; too weak to regulate its 
own markets; and too small to influence policy 
anywhere else. Its politicians would be, no 
doubt, biggeT-loolting, more colourful, sunlit 
figures on the national stage, free from the 
shadow of Brussels bureaucracy, loudly praised 
by the local press. Bnt from a distance, they 
would look like irrelevant, squeaking midgets. 

For our politicians today, the choice is not 
between national freedom and federal slavery, 
it is whether they prefer to share power with 
a cartel of Europeii politicians or^ with a cartel 
of tycoons. I know which I’d prefer. And I 
think, and hope, that in its heart of hearts. 
Labour does too. 


Asylum-seekers 
hunger for justice 


T 


oday marks exactly a 
year since the Gov- 
ernment removed 
the right of most asy- 
lum-seekers to social 
security benefits. Meanwhile. 
32 asylum-seekers of various 
nationalities continue their 
hunger strike inside Rochester 
jail,' protesting at being 
detained withont a bearing and 
at being imprisoned in harsh 
conditions. 

The rights and wrongs of 
asylum are a muddy 1 business. 
Even leading campaigners for 
refugee rights agree that the 
most fundamental principles 
of refugee status are murky. 
But first there are a few dear 
and easy principles. 

There is currently a backlog 
of 56.000 cases awaiting ad- 
judication, some 754 of them in 
prison. Those in detention have 
been put there on the author- 
ity of immigration officers 
alone, mainly for fear that they 
may abscond. Some stay locked 
up without a court hearing for 
more than two years - though 
the immigration service is 
notoriously bad at identifying 
the right potential absconders. 
The real injustice, as so often 
with our badly managed legal 
system, is delay in getting a 
judgment. 

The hunger strikers and 
refugee campaigners want 
detainees to have a right to a 
judicial hearing within seven 
days of incarceration - in other 
words, the basic habeas corpus 
that is the bedrock right of any 
civilised nation. Not much to 
ask. As persons convicted of no 
crime, they also want the right 
to be held in special centres and 
not in prisons - another rea- 
sonable request. 

However, instead of consid- 
ering the merits of their cause, 
the Government has continued 
with its campaign of vilification 

against “bogus" asylum-seekers 
- of whom more later. Ann 
Widdecombe, prisons minister, 
was eager to tell the Commons 
that one of the hunger strikers 
is a convicted sex offender - as 
though that somehow answered 
their complaints. No one is 
suggesting that all asylum-seek- 
ers be released -only that their 
cases are reviewed by a judge so 
they can at least know why 
they are detained, and plead for 
bad. (Though to get bail, they 
need a British resident to put 
up £2,000 surety, and many 
know no one here.) 

Implementing his benefit 
cuts for asylum-seekers bas 
been yet another of Michael 
Howard's legal and adminis- 
trative catastrophes. The new 
rules introduced exactly a year 
ago meant that 13,000 asylum- 
seekers lost any means of sur- 
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These are people convicted of no crime. Instead 
of considering the merits of their cause, the 
Government continues to vilify ‘bogus’ refugees 


vivaL However, the regulations 
were struck down by the Court 
of Appeal and Howard had to 
reincorporate them into his 
Asylum and Immigration Act in 
Jufy. 

Then the High Court told 
local authorities that they do 
have a duty, under the old 
National Assistance Act to. 
proride food, warmth and shel- 
ter to anyone destitute, in chid- 
ing asylum-seekeis. But legal 
advice has warned local author- 
ities that they cannot legally 
provide them with any money 
- only with food and shelter. 
This has led to a truly bizarre 
situation. 

In London, local authorities 
caring for about 2300 destitute 
asylum-seekers have placed 
them in whatever vacancies 


they could find in hotels around 
the capitaL In any one DSS 
hotel there may be asylum- 
seekeis belonging to many, far- 
flung boroughs. But because 
the boroughs are not allowed to 
offer money, they are obliged to 
deliver meals-on-wheels to 
each of their own refugees, 
often travelling miles across 
the city. So several different 
boroughs are sending daily pre- 
pared meals 10 the same bosteL 
The Refugee Council runs a 
day centre in Vauxhall, but 
most of its users have literally 
not a penny. Some walk for four 
hours from Hounslow to get 
there, for lack of bus money. 
The Refugee Council today 
publishes a report on their 
plight and Nick Hardwick, the 
chief executive, says that he has 


rjs 


abject poverty. However, un- 
deterred, the Government is 
pursuing its case in the courts, 
still determined to remove even 
rhis last obligation la feed and 
house them. 

The Home Secretary boasts 
of the remarkable success of his 
tough new benefit rules, since 
thousands of asylum-seekers 
have been frightened away to 
more hospitable countries. In 
1995 there were 43,965 appli- 
cants - but once the benefits 
were cut numbers fell to 27.875 
last year. The Government 
claims that this proves they 
must all have been '‘bogus". 
However, the genuine must 
also have been deterred from 
seeking asylum here, since the 
same proportion - some 20 


per cent - have been granted 
asylum this year, although the 
numbers have halved (unless. 

of course, some unspoken 
quota system is at work). 

Bui ihat brings us to the 
question - that no one answers 
satisfactorily. What exactly is a 
genuine ease, and what is a 
bogus one? We signed the UN 
Convention which gives this 
definition: “A person with a 
well-founded fear of persecu- 
tion for reasons of race, reli- 
gion. nationality, membership 
of n particular social group or 
political opinion". Since then 
some countries, including outs, 
have added a more genera) 
“humanitarian" clause. 

Bui what does that mean? It 
does not mean the 3.3 million 
Hong Kong Chinese, yet they 
have every reason to lear rule 
under the ‘Chinese - as have the 
1 billion Chinese. What of 
Rwanda and other Afrieait 
countries? Half the world lives 
under rile regimes and in legit- 
imate Fear of persecution. 

Wc once had a clear image ol 
a genuine asylum-seeker. He 
was an East "European intel- 
lectual who wrote samizthil 
books, and we welcomed him to 
the British Museum reading 
room. The cold war gave us 
obvious enemies, and our 
enemy's cncmv wus our friend. 
But that world" has gone, and it 
is far less dear which people w e 
should take in from which 
country, in fear of their lives for 
exactly what reasons. One kind 
of death is much like another to 
the victim. To try to separate 
out the “bogus" from the “gen- 
uine" largely misses the point, 
though catching some blatant 
frauds may make us feel better 
about turning away so many in 
a genuinely perilous plight. 

All of Europe, severally and 
combined. Is tightening its bor- 
ders. limiting its intake at 
refugees. Growing xenophobia 
in Germany and France is mak- 
ing the old tradition of welcom- 
ing victims of foreign despots 
harder to sell to the people. 
How many is the right number? 
That may be better negotiated 
across Europe, taking respon- 
sibilities together, as with the 
Bosnians, while offering hum- 
anitarian aid to ease the pres- 
sures that create great popul- 
ation flows. 

Bui. however many or few. 
there will always be thousands 
we turn away. So the very least 
we can do hi a wicked world is 
to treat them with absolute 
fairness, decency and justice 
while they are here. Ft will be a 
disgrace if any of these hunger 
strikers die while they are 
guests of Her Majesty; they are 
only demanding the most basic 
of civil rights. 


A fashion label that really is to die for .. . 

Andrew Gumbel reports from Rome on the latest murderous twist in the fortunes of the Guccis 



Y ou'd never guess by looking at 
their shoes, would you? Those 
trademark Gucci moccasins 
look so safe, so conservative, so 
respectable. Lined up in the shop win- 
dows of high-class fashion parades or 
shown off in the foyer of La Seal a. 
those elegantly finished alligator hides 
and bamboo-handled handbags are 
the very expression of comfortable 
affluence. 

And yet it seems the venerable 
House of Gucd bas generated a more 
troubling product to be remembered 
by; designer dysfunctionality. Two 
years ago the last family member to 
run the business, Maurizjo Guod, was 
gunned down by a professional hitman 
at his office in central Milan. Now it. 
appears that the architect of his mur- 
der may have been none other than his 

ex-wife Patrizia, who was carted off to 
jail last Friday along with an extra- 
ordinary oddball crew of alleged 
accomplices including her personal 
medium and a hotel porter known for 
his interest in dabbling in the occult. 

This is the kind of tale one expects 
from New York mafiosi, or maybe the 
new generation of nouveau riche gang- 
sters in Eastern Europe, but not from 
one of Italy’s best-known cfyuasfies. 
But then the Guccis have always been 
a bit different. The rows and family 
feuds were legendary long before 
Maurizio met his sticky end, as was the 
ruthlessness with which rwm scions 
washed their dirty linen in public One 
family ex-wife remarked that being 
married to a Gucci was worse than 
going to dinne r with-the Borgias. As 
recent events have proved, she was not 
exaggerating. __ 

This is a family whose members 
have been known to resort to physi- 
cal violence in company board meet- 
ings, and whose internecine struggles 
ultimately led to the business being 
sold out to a Bahraini consortium 

called Investcorp in 1993. One of 
Mauririo’s cousins, Giorgio, once pro- 
voked a family schism b£ setting up a 
rival Gucd company; Giorgio s late 





A woman with designs on her husband’s fife? P a triz ia Reggjani, now under arrest in San Vittore prison 


brother Paolo took a blunter tack dur- 
ing the ensuing chaos by shopping 
most of his relatives, mcluding his own 
father Aldo, to the US authorities for 
tax evasion. 

The stoiy of Maurizio’s ex-wife and 
- - - j — D -~*m nee 


Maitinelti, provides an insight into the 
decadence and vile emotions that 
have- conspired to smash the Gucd 
-reputation. She is a classic exanyle of 
the poor girl made good - or, in her 
case, made rich beyond her wildest 
dreams - whose fascination with her 
hew lifestyle made her selfish, vindic- 
tive and onfatbomably crazy. 

She owed her first encounter with 
serious wealth to her mother, who 
ditched her impoverished first hus- 
band in favour of an Italian trans- 
portation magnate called Fernando 
ReggianL Patrizia managed to have 
herself adopted and included in Reg- 
gianfs win just before the old man died 
in 1973 — a manoeuvre her half- 
brother Vincenzo is convinced she 
accomplished through foul play. 

The Reggani social set soon netted 
her another catch, the highly eligible 
Maurizio Gucci who did not lack for 


money or status but was not yet in an 
obvious position to take over the fam- 
ily firm. The couple had two children 
and then, with the help of Maurizio's 
father Rodolfo, set about chimin g the 
Gucci succession. By the mid-1980s 
they had succeeded, scattering Mau- 
rizio’s cousins to the four comers of 
the globe and booting chairman Aldo 
Gucd out of his office without even a 
chance to clear his desk. 

AH this was not enough for Patrizia, 
who felt excluded from many of 
Maurizio’s power games and furious 
at the string of mistresses he insisted 
on parading around New York, Milan, 
Rome and St Moritz, toasting that he 
prove his love for her, she forced him 
to buy a fhbulous \three-masted 
schooner be could not afford, the 
Creole, and then made him spend mil- 
lions of dollars redecorating it. 

Shortly afterwards she left him any- 
way, com plaining that he W&S con- 
sumed by a ‘‘paranoid exultation of 
power*. Over the next decade, she 
played the role of carping bitch, 
poisoning her children against their 
own father and complaining endlessly 
about the intolerably puny terms of 


her divorce settlement “How am I 
supposed to live with only three tril- 
lion lire in the bank, a house in Rome 
and one in New York?" she once 
lamented on an Italian chat show. “I 
do have two daughters to take care of. 
you- know.” 

When Maurizio was murdered on 
March 27, 1995, her reaction was less 
than tender. “On a human level I'm 
sony, but from a personal point of 
view I can't really say the same thing,” 
she told reporters besieging her at her 
sumptuous home in Milan. Her first 
act on hearing the news was to beat a 
path round to Maurizio’s house to ask 
his fiancee, Paola Franchi, for the 
return of a sweater belonging to her 
daughter Alessandro. The two women 
were seen studiously avoiding each 
other at the funeral, and have had 
nothing to do with each other since. 

The key to the alleged conspiracy 
was Patrizia’s friendship with a 
Neapolitan medium called Pina 
Aunemma, whom she bad met years 
before on the island of Ischia and sub- 
sequently helped set up two unsuc- 
cessful Gucd shops in Naples- 
Aunemma, prosecutors say, put her in 


touch with a Milan hotel porter called 
Ivano Savioni who in turn introduced 
her to two underworld types. Orazio 
Cicala and Benedetto Ceraulo. who 
allegedly acted as driver and gunman 
in the attack. 

The plot appeals to have unravelled 
in the past rew months as the con- 
spirators decided they wanted more 
money out of Patrizia - the initial fee 
is believed to have been 600 million 
lire, or around £250.000 - and she 
refused to give it to them. Prosecutors 
say they caught up with the gang as 
they were plotting another murder, 
this time of Patrizia herself. It seems 
Messrs Savioni, Cicala and Ceraulo 
were not as well-versed in the ways of 
the Milan underworld as they mi^ht 
have been, and they ended up blabbing 
much of their story to a police 
informant. Patrizia denies the charges 
and claims that although she repeat- 
edly said she wanted her husband 
dead, the gang acted entirely of its own 
accord and came to her afterwards to 
demand money. 

Patrizia’s reaction to her arrest was 
stone-cold. “You’ve come because of 
my husband’s murder, haven't you?" 
she murmured through the entiy- 
phone to the policemen waiting below. 
She packed her things in a Gucci suit- 
case - what else? - and drove off to 
San Vittore prison in a flamboyant fur 
coat. “I wouldn’t wear that in" jail if 1 
were you," the arresting officer 
advised her. She heeded his advice, 
and paid him to give her his unas- 
suming trenchcoat instead. 

Patrizia once remarked how the 
Guccis have followed the well-worn 
pattern of many family dynasties: the 
first generation builds, the second 
consolidates, and the third destroys. 
Sure enough, the company is now in 
outside hands, and the family is a 
basket case caught in the full glare of 
publicity. The Guccis may have been 
instrumental in their own destruction 
but one thing is clear from the past few 
days: Patrizia gave them more than 
just a helping hand. 


Renewing your home insurance 
in February or March ? 


If you are 
50 or over, 
you could 
save with 
Saga - call 
us NOW 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you arc aged 50 
Or over you can benefit from 
SAGA Home Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to 
mature, responsible people 
like you. 

SAGA Home Insurance could 
offer you genuine savings 
over other policies, while 
giving you cover that fully 
protects your home and 
possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 
2 months of taking out 
SAGA Home Insurance, we 
will refund vou the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 
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► Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

• Discounts for 
home security 

■ Free pen with your 
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Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
I call us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 
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Dorothy Mandelstam 


Dorothy Mandelstam was 
sometimes called affectionate- 
ly the Queen of Continence; and 
her life from her late forties was 

intertwined with the Conti- 
nence Movement. 

Working in a Cinderella 
branch of medicine where the 
general public and fellow pro- 
fessionals expected nothing but 
quiet warehousing of destitute 
and discarded old people, she 
took a single-minded interest in 
the causes, alleviation and man- 
agement ofincominence - long 
a taboo subject. 

Bom Dorothy Hiilier in 1923, 
she was evacuated from London 
during the Second World War 
to Llanelli in Whies, and billet- 
ed in a general practitioner’s 
household which must have 
encouraged her interest in med- 
icine and led her to choose phys- 
iotherapy as a career. By good 
fortune she trained at King's 
College Hospital Physiothera- 
py School. 

In those days physiotherapy 
was generally taught in an in- 
sular and enclosed atmosphere, 
in small schools attached to 
big medical teaching hospitals 
and the students were unex- 
posed to other disciplines or in- 
deed to anything outside the 
hothouse of hospital. King's 
was different. The Medical Di- 
rector, Dr Frank Cooksey, was 
a pioneer medical rehabilita- 
Lionisu helping disabled people 


back to functional life in the 
community. With a further 
two years post-qualification, 
working at the Red Cross 
Rheumatism Clinic in Feck- 
ham Rye and at the Rofifey Park 
Psychiatric Centre, Dorothy's 
interest was assured in the psy- 
che as well as the soma of ill- 
ness and disability. 

Having come under the in- 
fluence of the philosopher and 
educationist Frank Coles as a 
student, she decided on a social 
science diploma and enrolled at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics from 1946 to 1948. She 
then worked in the Children’s 
Department of the London 
County Council, assisting un- 
married mothers and adoption 
processes. This she continued 
after her marriage in 1954 to a 
South African scientist, Joel 
Mandelstam, later the Iveagh 
Professor of Microbiology at 
Oxford. 

After the birth of her first 
child in 1956, she returned to 
part-time work as a physio- 
therapist in the Obstetrics De- 
partment of Edgware General 
Hospital in north London; five 
years later, true to her princi- 
ples, she courageously allowed 
her second delivery to be 
filmed, and used the film in her 
classes. Edgware Hospital was 
also the home of a progressive 
department of geriatric medi- 
cine, and visitors were attract- 


ed to it from many parts of the 
world. The Principal of the 
Guy’s Hospital School of Phys- 
iotherapy, Elizabeth Tanner, 
requested the opportunity to 
work voluntarily with the geri- 
atric unit she wanted to test a 
hypothesis that the practice of 
suitable exercise could prevent 
many present-day illnesses. 

Her paramount speculation 
related to the high incidence of 
incontinence in elderly women. 
Did it relate to childbirth and 
damage to the pelvic floor mus- 
cles and lack of re-education of 
these muscles to function op- 
tionally afterwards? A link-up 
between Tanner, in the geriatric 
unit, and Mandelstam, in the 
obstetric department, was eas- 
ily arranged. 

When Tanner left the hospi- 
tal, Mandelstam moved half 
her allegiance to the depart- 
ment of geriatric medicine. At 
that rime,- the labels senile, 
lazy, or dirty were often applied 
to sufferers of incontinence, 
little or no training was given 
to medical students and nurs- 
es* training was mainly direct- 
ed to containment: the. pad, 
mop and bucket approach. 

The department had close 
ties with the Disabled Living 
Foundation (DLF), created 
by Lady Hamilton, who had 
long been at the forefront of a 
movement to encourage pro- 
fessional interest in the 


demoralising subject of incon- 
tinence, underlining what a 
devastating effect it could have. 
When a vacancy occurred at the 
DLF in 1974, Mandelstam was 
appointed the first Inconti- 
nence Adviser to run the In- 
continence Advisory Service 
(IAS). 

The DLFs Annual General 
Reports from 1974 to 1992 
record the speed with which the 
whole subject opened up. 
Through her contact with Edg- 
ware Hospital, Mandelstam was 
already working with the Open 
University in the production of 
a module on incontinence. Ini- 
tial permission was refused for 
a television programme to sup- 
port the incontinence chapter - 
it “might upset viewers”. Two 
years later, the response to just 
such a broadcast came in sboals 
of letters to the DLF b egging for 
help. Its Incontinence Adviso- 
ry Service soon became a focal 
point for obtaining or dissemi- 
nating information and testing 
new ideas nationally and inter- 
nationally. 

One of Mandelstam’s first 
acts, in 1976, had been to or- 
ganise a competition to design 
an “Emergency Pack for In- 
continence'’ to be carried by dis- 
trict nurses. Radio and press 
interviews followed, giving the 
valuable oxygen of publicity to 
the subject. A leaflet on incon- 
tinence was produced by the 
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‘When the writing's on the waH, don’t Forget to read the small print 1 : Stacey by John Warner 


May I add a footnote to John 
Tydeman's most evocative 
obituary of Ronald Mason 
1 20 Januaiyf?. writes Merlin 
Holland. 

In 1989 one of the official 


Health Education Council in 
conjunction with the DLF - 
which they had refused to do be- 
fore. In 1977, Marjorie Proops 
launched Mandelstam’s first 
book. Incontinence - a guide 
to the understanding and man- 
agement of a very common 
complaint, about a third of pur- 
chasers were professionals (in 
1978 it went into a second edi- 
tion). In the same year the 
Chief Nursing Officer recom- 
mended that a specialist advi- 
sory nurse be designated to 
every health district. 

Mandelstam then compiled 
and edited a text book Inconti- 
nence and its Management 
( 1980). In 1981 , at a meeting at 
Bedford College, the Associa- 
tion for Continence Advisers 
was formed; it later became the 
Association for Continence Ad- 
vice (ACA). Dorothy Mandel- 
stam was appointed Chair man 
and remained so until 1990, 
when she was made an Hon- 
orary Life Member. By that time 
the ACA bad 1000 members. In 
October 1996, the ACA Exec- 
utive decided to call a bursary 
fond for tertiary education of its 
members the Dorothy Man- 
delstam Educational Award. 
This particular accolade gave 
her tremendous pleasure in her 
last weeks. 

As a physiotherapist Man- 
delstam was consistently 
preaching the gospel of exercise 


for maintenance of the muscles 
of the pelvic floor. The first 
course paying serious atten- 
tion to the pelvic floor was val- 
idated in 1988 by the Chartered 
Sodetyof Physiotherapy (CSP), 
cm thePromorion of Continence 
and Management of Incnnti- 
uence. This closed the circle 
for her. The group later 
changed its name to the Asso- 
ciation of Chartered Physio- 
therapists in Women’s Health 
and proposed the election of 
Mandelstam to the highest ho- 
nour the CSP awards, a Fel- 
lowship, in 1992. 

After 17 years of outstanding 
service, Dorothy Mandelstam 
retired from the DLF in 1992, 
and, due to financial con- 
straints, the IAS was subsumed 
into other departments. Man- 
delstam had foreseen this pos- 
sibility, and with so many new 
organisations related to conti- 
nence springing up, she had 
gathered together a collection 
of enthusiastic professionals to 
brainstorm a pattern for the fu- 
ture. The great need appeared 
to be for an over-arching or- 
ganisation (much as the DLF 
had been) to be a focal point 
and umbrella for all the small 
groups; the Continence Foun- 
dation was launched at the 
House of Commons in March 
1992, with the potential of be- 
coming an international re- 
source centre. 


Nicholas Stacey 


Westminster Abbey guides, 
tired of having to make apolo- 
gies for the absence of my 
grandfather Oscar Wilde in R> 
eis" Comer, wrote to Donald 
Sinden for help. 


He in turn got in touch 
with Ronald, who by then 
was in retirement and already 
suffering quite badly from 
emphysema. Astonished, as 
he put it to me, by this per- 


trepreneur and patron of the 
arts, Nicholas Stacey was as 
much at home amongst the 
great and the good at fashion- 
able embassy receptions, the 
high-flyers in the world of fi- 
nance and the political milieu 
of governmental committees, as 
he was with devotees of avant- 
garde music and the bohemians 
of the Chelsea Arts Club, which 
he frequented. 

Easily recognised byhisun- 
stuffy but elegant suits and, 
above all, by his enormous 
bushy eyebrows, this handsome 
Magyar would invariably cut a 
swathe through even the most 
fashionable and prestigious of 
gatherings to become a centre 
of fascinating, often outra- 
geously politically incorrect 
{ never inalkb us), but always in- 
telligent conversation. 

Stacey was bom in 1920 at 
Debrecen, Hungary and edu- 
cated at the local Jesuit Gym- 
nasium. At the age of 14 be 
entered the Academy of Com- 
merce in Debrecen and, in 
1939, came to England to study 
in the Faculty of Commerce 
at Birmingham University. 
Within weeks of arriving he 
was enlisted into the Warwick- 
shire Civil Defence to become 
a driver for a surgical mobile 
bus unit, opening m the Birm- 
ingham region. He was very 
proud of the Defence Medal he 
received at the end of the war 
- “How's that for a bloody 
foreigner!", he would fondly 
remark. 

In 1945 be joined the edito- 
rial staff of the Financial Times 
and became a specialist in such 
diverse subjects as Britain's 
waterways, canals and interna- 
tional trade. For five years, 
until 1951, he was assistant 
secretary and public relations of- 
ficer at the Chartered Associ- 
ation of Certified Accountants, 
where he also became editor of 
its journal. Certified Accountant. 

Ronald Mason 


ceived slight on a fellow Irish- 
man, he drew on many 
years of friendship with lead- 
ing figures in the literary 
and theatrical world asking 
for their support in a proposal 



In 1962 he was the founder 
chairman of Chesham Amal- 
gamations and Investments, a 
pioneering UK merger and ac- 


Stacey. ‘peactriuT mergers 

During this period he studied at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics, joined the Fabian So- 
ciety and, at the age of 26, 
became a member of the post- 
war reconstruction committee, 
working with such luminaries as 
Lord Kaldor, Sir Christopher 
Mayfaew, Leonard Woolf and 
Christopher Saunders. 

A Fulbrigbt scholarship 
awarded in 1951 took Stacey to 
the Graduate Business School 
of Columbia University; there 
he researched the development 
of English accountancy and 
lectured on economic history. 
Thirty years later, he renewed 
his association with the Ful- 
bright Commission when be 
became chairman of the Public 
Affairs Committee. During his 
seven years of chairmanship, to 
encourage the study of tech- 
nology, he pioneered sponsor- 
ship and awards for short-term 
courses for young high-flyers in 
British industry. 

After a year as assistant ed- 
itor of The Director , Stacey 
joined the General Electric 
Company in 1955 as economic 
and marketing adviser. In con- 
junction with the Economist Re- 
search Unit, he invented and 
published the quarterly GEC 
Export Guide showing Britain’s 
foreign trade performance in 38 
markets. 


to the Dean and Chapter. 

The Dean, Michael Mayne, 
a former Head of Religious 
Programmes and a colleague 
of Ronald's, was enthusiastic 
about including WDde in the 


sist in “peaceful” mergers and, 
in this respect he and his 
colleagues played a small but 
significant role in the reorgan- 
isation of UK industry during 
the Sixties and Seventies. The 
company was unusual in deal- 
ing only with uncontested 
mergers, and so avoided the 
protracted battles that were of- 
ten harmful to the companies 
involved. 

When Chesham Amalgma- 
tions was sold in 1984, Stacey 

became chairman of the Cel-Sd 
Corporation, Virginia, a US 
company engaged in cancer 
and AIDS research; he insti- 
tuted and financed research 
programmes at the Chelsea 
and Westminster Hospital, 
’ London. 

Nicholas Stacey was an in- 
tellectual, he was creative and 
innovative and the success and 
esteem he acquired in the world 
of business and finance was 
achieved by applying these tal- 
ents - not so much to solve 
problems, as to discover possi- 
bilities. Unfortunately he was of- 
ten outplayed by predatory 
asset strippers who were more 
concerned with large fees and 
higher dividends. 

He believed passionately that 
business and industry should 
support the arts; equally, he be- 
fceved artists should also be busi- 
ness-like - and not emulate the 
troglodytes he so aptly de- 
scribed in his book Living in an 
Alibi Society: a catalogue of pre- 
tensions (1989). In 1969 he be- 
came chairman of Trustees of 
the Society for the Promotion 
of New Music, he reconstruct- 
ed the trust and successfully re- 
organised its financial structure. 
Under his chairmanship of the 
Appeals Committee, the Byam 
Shaw School of Art became 


newly commissioned south 
transept window in time for 
the centenary oi The Importance 
of Being Earnest. 

Without Ronald Mason's 
taking the initiative, despite 



Mandelstam: Incontinence 

Retirement was stranger than 
Dorothy Mandelstam had re- 
alised, although she had al- 
ways maintained a life apart 
from work. She continued to 
play tennis twice a week and 
started to play the piano again 
- taking lessons and playing in 
a trio with two friends, a cellist 
and violinist. It was only during 
the past year that she discovered 
an occupation that really lit her 
up in the same way that incon- 
tinence had - the National 
That house, 2 WQlow Road, the 
former home of the modernist 
architect Erno Goldfinger, 
where she trained as a guide and 
revelled in being able to enthuse 
the visitors she was showing 
round. 

Monica Stewart 

Dorothy Alma Hiilier, physio- 
therapist ban London 5 No- 
vember 1923; married 1954 Joel 
Mandelstam (marriage dissolved 
1974; one sort, one daughter); 
died London 8 December 1996. 


London's most successful pri- 
vate art college. He was also 
a founder-trustee of the Bank- 
side Gallery and council chair- 
man of the Divertimenti string 
orchestra. Together with his 
wife, the flautist Marianne 
Ehrhardt, he organised regular 
concerts in London for the On- 
dine Ensemble - mostly per- 
forming music of the 'Belle 
Epoque - and Platform, a mu- 
sical charity created specifical- 
ly to perform contemporary, 
experimental musk by young 
composers. 

Stacey had no patience with 
the woolly-minded and disliked 
those who assumed influence 
and pow-.r through unearned 
privilege, particularly in the 
cosy “old boy" network that en- 
meshed the business world. In- 
evitably he made enemies and 
in 1984 he lost a fortune when 
some erstwhile friends and busi- 
ness colleagues ganged up 
against him at Chesham to 
force a disastrous sale of shares. 

Ebullient, optimistic and with 
61an, he soon overcame what he 
liked to describe as “a little 
local difficulty with the na- 
tives". Another favourite quote 
was “when the writing’s on the 
wall, don't forget to read the 
small print". Unfortunately 
he must have left bis reading 
glasses at home when the 
Lloyd’s deWde began to unfold 
and as a “name" he lost more 
than his tailored shirt. Never- 
theless his joie de vivre , his 
seme of humour and enthusi- 
asm for good conversation re- 
mained intact; Nicholas Stacey 
sought no alibis. 

John Warner 

Nicholas Anthony Howard 
Szecsi (Stacey), journalist and 
businessman : bom Debrecen, 
Hungary 5 December 1920; 
married 1954 Gloria Cooklin 
( marriage dissolved 1986), 1987 
Marianne Ehrhardt; died London 
19 January 1997. 


his ill-health. Wilde might still 
be waiting. The ceremony on 
14 February 1995 drew the 
biggest Poets' Comer crowd 
since Byron's inclusion in the 
1960s. 


Osvaldo 

Soriano 


Osvaldo Soriano was the lead- 
ing literary figure lo come oul 
of the mlliuiiy dictatorship in Ar- 
gentina in the 1970s. From joor- 
nalism and high-profile writing 
in Jacobo Timeramn's newspa- 
per La Opinion . he was forced 
Into exile, and into fiction. 

He had written fiction and 
been published before he fled 
to France, then Belgium, where 
he met his wife, and then Spain, 
after the March 1 976 coup, but 
it was exile that forced him to 
be a novelist. Writing and soc- 
cer were his two great passions, 
and it is difficult to guess which 
had the edge on the other. In 
exile he wrote for El Ptiis . in 
Madrid, and Le Figaro, in Paris. 

English readers know him 
through his novel Funny Dirty 
Litde War published in transla- 
tion by Nick Caistor in 19SJ. 
The book, an outrageously fun- 
ny, and at the same terribly trag- 
ic, description of rival groups 
within Peronism vying for par- 
ty supremacy and trying to in- 
terpret the late General Juan 
Perdn either as “revolution- 
ary" or as a Third World leader, 
when he was neither. The nov- 
el was made into a film in Ar- 
gentina in the mid-1980s and 
delighted the small English au- 
diences that saw it at the 1CA. 

Soriano returned to Buenos 
Aires from exile just as soon as 
constitutional rule was restored, 
and joined the then newly 
launched Ftogina 12 newspa- 
per, a left-of-centre daily which 
gathered among its contributors 
some of the talent that had 
worked on La Opinion. Soccer 
remained to the end his 
favourite topk in his columns. 

His shiny bald patch above an 
impish grin and a trim beard 
made him a familiar figure at 
book fairs and a carefully chosen 
number of social events. It was 
a joke among friends and col- 
leagues that any meeting need- 
ing his presence had to be held 
in late evening for he slept much 
of the day and worked through 
the night. In December 1995 he 
and 23 others founded an asso- 
ciation of independent journal- 
ists, Period is tas, which had as its 
mission to campaign against re- 
strictions against the press. But 
he seldom attended meetings, 
complaining that, at three in the 
afternoon, they were too early. 

His novels not in English in- 
clude a blistering sneer at the 
militaiy in Cuartaesdehmiemo 
(“Winter Quarters"), a post- 
military exploration ofArgenti- 
tamUnasombrnYaprontosems 
(“Soon You Will Be No More 



Soriano: ‘funny dirty ftttte war* 

than a Shadow”; afro filmed ) and 
A sus pies rendido un lean (“At 
His Feet a Lion Surrendered"), 
a line from Argentina’s nation- 
al anthem. All of these were set 
in pest dictatorship Argentina, 
showing a society struggling with 
its memories and trying to come 
to terms with half a century of 
authoritarian rule. His last two 
books broke with that line in la 
horn sin sombra (“The Hour 
Without Shade”) and Pirates, 
Spooks and Dinosaurs. 

Andrew Graham-VUolI 

Osvaldo Soriano, writer and jour- 
nalist, bom Mar del Plata, Ar- 
gentina 1943; married 1978 
Catherine Brucher (one son); died 
Buenos Aires 29 January 1997. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

BALNES: Anthony C. iliiny) FBA. 
DLitt Own. Hon DMui Edinburgh. 
rrHKh-lwud and loving husband of Pa- 
tricio, died peacefully or 3 Rrbmary 
m Loadham Nursing Home, Rirnham. 
Funeral service on Tuesday II Feb- 
ruary ai ZJitpm .It Alilcrihoi Cre- 
matorium. No fto*ci*. Donations in 
Itis memory to the Bale Collection or 
Musical lusirvmcnts Faailrvof Mu- 
«. Si A1 dates. Oxford OX1 1DB. 

GROVES: Andrew., tragically, on 30 
January, aped Ml Aaor. Beloved son 
uf Alan aiid Dorothy and very dear 
brother of Catherine and Peter. Fu- 
neral Tuesday 1 1 February, at lpnu 
ai Christ Church. oU High Street- 
Munstcad. London Ell. .All wel- 
come. Family fluwcrN only, hui a col- 
lection will be made tor Andrew’s 
favourite charily. Enquiries lo F.AC. 
"alters. 121 Hich Street. WjnM end. 
London Ell.0IS|-«fci*J 1626. 

McWILLlAMS. On ,»l January 1997. 
:u Addcnhrookc's Hospital' Cam- 
bridge. William t Bill), aged 64 years, 
of Cambridge. Husband Of Brenda, 
father of John and Carl. Funeral ser- 
vice at St John's Church. Hills Road. 
Cambridge. Wednesday 12 February, 
at 2A0poi. fTwcrs or donations, if Jc- 
sircd. I nr ihe British Heart FoumD- 
uon. imv be nude at the service or 
sent e viThotnalley Funeral Services, 
51.5.’ St James Street. Kings Lynn. 


Birthdays 

Mr Jack Aspinwall MP. 64; Mr 
Robert Atkins MP, 51: Mr William 
Burroughs, novelist. S3; Mr Red 
Buttons. actor and comedian. 78; 
Maj-Gen Sir Simon Cooper, Master 
of HM Household, 61; Mr Ian Find- 
lay, former chairman. Lloyd's, 79; 
Lord Gibson, former chairman, the 
National Trust. 81; Miss Susan HdJ, 
novelist and playwright. 55; Profes- 
sor Sir Alan Hodgkin, former Mas- 
ter. Trinity College. Gunbridgc. S3: 
The Hon Douglas Hogg MP, Minis- 
ter of Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food, 52; General Sir Geoffrey 
Howleiu chairman, Services Sound 
and Vision Corporation, 67; Mr 
Mark Jones, Director, National Mu- 
seums of Scotland, 46: Mr Denis 
Kennedy, chairman. HoneywelL 62: 
Mr David Martin MP 51 Sir Andrew 
Morrill, a Lord Justice of Appeal. 59; 
Mr Frank Muir, writer and 
broadcaster. 77: Professor Adam 
Neville, former Principal and Vice- 
Chancellor. Dundee University, 74; 
Miss Charlotte Rampling, actress. 51; 
The Very Rev Colin Semper. Canon 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
~n»Q« w »»<hltttMlNU Centre. Hcadngt Ni«- 

k*. Thr Prtare nTWak*. J'Slror.purailk litc bundi 

if the Hnttdi Ilnur Snoejy's JpMre Yrir 31 Uw 
Ri<rd Mon. RraimwltiiJl Fibre ud lauodm 
“Malms Mixed Uk HapputT, a tnini urban K- 
gencntKM uiilaitw ot the Urtuui VTQaps Rift** 
and F-Ofteft Pminisvhtj*. at tis Genua Cyauu- 
vtua. Lnailra NWI. Prinor Ednrt. Thrace. UM 
IM* vf Edinburgh'* .Vvnrd. Mwnd» "The Map- 
atlkuu f- Dnmcr at tin: Itjuit Csrtiwi tnnsr It»- 
KL Lnadun SWI. TM PHncere RnL Preudcitf. 
lie Uriiah Korting and Cbdhmj! Export CounoL 


of Westminster, 59; Mr Michael 
Sirapson-Orlebar, former ambas- 
sador to Mexico, 65; Mr Arthur 
Sulzberger, former chairman and 
publisher of the New terifc Tunes . 71; 
Sir Rodney Sweet nam, former 
orthopaedic surgeon to the Queen, 
70: Mr David Turner, cricketer, 48; 
Sir Leslie Young, chairman, Lan- 
cashire Enterprises. 72. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Marie de Robutm-Chantal, 
Marquise de fftrigne, writer, 1626: 
Sir Robert Peel, statesman. 1788. 
Deaths: Thomas Cariyie, author and 
historian, 1881; Emetic Pressburger, 
film producer. 1988. On (Ms day: the 
Spanish captured Minorca from the 
British. 1732; the Prince of Whies 
rPrinny’’) was declared Prince Re- 
gent 1811; the Sunday Telegraph 
was first published, 1961. Today is the 
Feast Day Of St Adelaide of Bcllich. 
St Agatha, St Avirus of Vienne. St 
Bertnlph or Bertoul of Rrnty, Saints 
Indractus and Dominica and St Vo- 
dalus or VocL 


rtrexJtm Jaime Cmop. Lradoa NU ad opeaxtfee 

nc» mrmina .if ihr Kiwal CaBcgc uf 
Rep-™', Part. Luoku NV.’ L The Mmrnrtt- 

t*R PnaidoK. Ik Brftab-Nepal Society, uieadt 
■brSodeir«AiuiialEtliuerii(SiCniBBda*aiiiidi 
(tail London SWI. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Gnaln Mounted Regiment 
■man the Qneett'sLttc timid ft Herst Gaardi. 
lime lit B atutk* Sews Comb mounts the 
Onega's Guanl. M g utinulm i m—B, HJh*. 
hand pmsded by the WfM Guards, 


Turkish worker had right of residence while seeking work 


Tetfk t Land Berlin; European 
Court of Justice; 23 January 1997 

A Turkish worker who had beat 
legally employed for more than 
four years in a European Union 
member state enjoyed a right of 
residence in that state enabling 
him, if he decided voluntarily to 
leave his employment, to spend 
a reasonable period seeking 
new employment, provided be 
continued to be registered as 
belonging to tbat slate’s labour 
force and complied with the rel- 
evant requirements of its em- 
ployment legislation. 

The European Court of Jus- 
tice so ruled on a reference by 
the German Bundesverwai- 
ningsgericht in the case of Re- 
cep Tetik, a TUrkish national. 

Mr Ibtik had been legally 
employed as a seaman on var- 
ious German ships, obtaining 
from the German authorities 
successive residence permits, 
each for a specified period 
and limited to employment in 
shipping. His last permit was 
valid until 4 August 1988 and 
staled that it would expire on 
cessation of his employment in 
German shipping. 


On 20 July 1988, Mr Tetik 
left his job as a seaman. On 1 
August, he moved to Beilin and 
applied for an unlimited resi- 
dence permit for the purpose 
of engaging in gainful em- 
ployment on land. That appli- 
cation was refused by the 
competent authorities of the 
Land Berlin. The legality of 
that decision was confirmed by 
the Verwaltungsgericht and 
Oberrenvakungsgeridit Berlin. 

On Mr Tetik’s appeal, the 

Buadesverwallungsgericht re- 
ferred the matter to the Euro- 
pean Court of Justice for a 
ruling on the interrelation and 
effect on this case of article 6 
of Decision No 1/80 of the 
Council of the EEC/Turkey 
Association. 

The Criundl was established 
under the Agreement estab- 
lishing an Association between 
the European Community and 
TUrkey, signed at Ankara on 12 
September 1963, and con- 
cluded on behalf othe Com- 
munity by Council Decision 


LAW REPORT 
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5 February 1997 

64/732 1 EEC of 23 December 
1963. 

According to that agree- 
ment, “the contracting parties 
agree to be guided by articles 
48, 49 and 50 of the (EEC 
Treaty] for the purpose of pro- 
gressively securing the free- 
dom of movement for workers 
between them”. 

Derision No 1/80 did not give 
TUrkish workers full freedom of 
movement within the Com- 
munity but it did confer certain 
rights on Turkish workers in a 
. member stare which they had 
lawfully entered and in which 
they had been legally employed 
for a certain period. 

The court had consistently 
held that the rights which ar- 
ticle 6 of Decision No 1780 con- 
ferred on a TUrkish worker in 
regard to employment neces- 
sarily implied the existence of 
a right of residence for the per- 
son concerned. Article 6 had di- 
rect effect in the member stales 
and Turkish nationals who sat- 
isfied its conditions might 


therefore rely on it before na- 
tional courts. 

The situation at issue in this 
case was tbat of a Turkish 
worker who, having been legal- 
ly employed for almost eight 
years in a member state, en- 
joyed “free access ... to anv 
paid employment of his 
choice" in that state, pursuant 
lo the third indent of article 
6 ( 1 ). 

Under that provision he had 
not only the right to respond 
to a prior offer of employment 
but also the unconditional right 
to seek and take up any em- 
ployment he chose, without arty 
possibility of this being subject 
to priority for workers from the 
member states. 

TTie court had already held, 
with regard to the free move- 
ment of workers who were na- 
tionals of member states, that 
article 48 of the EEC Trealy 
emailed the right for such 
workers to reside in another 
member state for the purpose 
of seeking emplpym en[ t h ere . 


In accordance with the 
EEC/Turkey Agreement, the 
principles enshrined in the 
Treaty provisions on the free 
movement of workers who 
were nationals of member 
stales must, so far as posable, 
inform the treatment of Turk- 
ish workers who enjoyed the 
rights conferred by Derision 
No 1/80. 

In order to give full effect to 
article 6. a TUrkish worker 
musL after at least four years 
of legal employment in a mem- 
ber state, be entitled to reside 
in that state for a reasonable 
period while seeking new em- 
ployment, since his nght of free 
access to any paid employ- 
ment of his choice within the 
meaning of that provision 
would otherwise be deprived of 
Substance. 

It was for the national au- 
thorities or courts of the host 
member state to determine 
how long that reasonable pe- 
riod should be, but it must.be 
sufficient not to jeopardise die 
Turkish worker’s prospects of 
finding new employcraenL 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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“I nfo r ma tion professionals rank 
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Anraial Bwiwi Mwintinn jhmy IQQfi, 

Headland Bismeat fofifcnntai 
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Triplex and Citigate rapped by Panel for leaking DTI letter 



Patrick Tocher 


The Takeover Panel yesterday 
toot the unusual step erf formally 
rebuking Triplex Lloyd, the 
Midlands engineer, and Citigate. 
its public relations adviser, for 
deliberately leaking to the press 
a draft letter to the Department 
of Trade and Industry contain- 
ing confidential information 
about bid target William Cook, 
the steel castings gamp. 

The Panel’s ruling is the lat- 


est twist in aa eventful takeover 
and wip cause embarrassment to 
the Triplex Lloyd camp, which 
has still to decide whether to 
trump an £S0m management 


'-out led by Andrew Cook, 
iliam Cook's executive chair- 


William Cook s executive chair- 
man. Triplex’s takeover offer val- 
ues Wiliam Cook at £73.8m. 


“It is reprehensible, as in 
this case, intentionally to leak 
to the press during an offer a let- 
ter which contained references 
lo a piece of confidential in- 


formation," the Takeover Pan- 
el said. “Accordingly, both 
Triplex Lloyd and Citigate are 
criticised. 

“Companies or their repre- 
sentatives and their advisers 
must take extreme care in dis- 
cussions with journalists." 

Triplex ana Citigate were 
found to have breached Rule 
20.2 of the Takeover Code 
which concerns the “equality” 
of availability of information be- 
tween rival bidders. However, 


the Panel exonerated 
Schroders, the merchant bank 
advising Triplex LJpyd. It is un- 
derstood that Schroders only 
discovered that Triplex Lloyd 
and Citigate had agreed to leak 
the letter after it had already 
been shown to the press. 

Neither Triplex Lloyd nor 
Citigate plans to appeal against 
the Panel's decision. 

The Panel said that on 30 Jan- 


uary Triplex Lloyd’s solicitors 
wrote a letter to the DTI which 


made reference to some of the 
information passed to it by 
William Cook. The Takeover 
Panel said later that day, G Li- 
gate showed journalists at two 
national newspapers a draft of 
the letter, adding that Citigate 
was under instructions from 
Triplex to do so. 

The next day the Financial 
Times and the Guardian quot- 
ed from a letter addressed to the 
DTI asking It (o look into dis- 
crepancies in trading forecasts 


made by William Cook shortly 
before Triplex tabled its bid. 

The reports alleged that the 
DTI bad been formally asked to 
open an insider dealing inquiry 
into William Cook. The re- 
quest was said to centre on 
William Cook’s decision to buy 
back 5 per cent of its shares in 
October, just three days after is- 
suing a downbeat interim trad- 
ing statement 

Six weeks later, after Triplex 
Lloyd launched its hostile bid. 


William Cook had become 
more confident about its 
prospects. The letter reported- 
ly asked Ian Lang, Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary, to make on 
investigation under the 1935 
Companies Act 
Details of the financial in- 
formation stated by William 
Cook in a memo to its bankers 
in September emerged after Mr 
Cook unveiled his MBO plana 
fortnight ago. A document 
passed to the DTI prepared by 


William Cook to help secure a 
£225m credit facility appeared 
to show the company forecast- 
ing increases in profits and 
turnover for the year to March 
1997. The letter questioned 
whether this was inconsistent 
with William Cook’s interim 
statement 

Wiliam Cook acknowledges 
that a request has been lodged 
with the DTI to investigate the 
company but denies any im- 
propriety. 


Next faces City 


backlash over top 


job for Wolfson 


Nigel Cope 


Lord Wolfeon of Sunningdale. 
the chairman of Next, yesterday 
risked accusations of nepotism 
after his son was promoted to 
the main board of the £2bn re- 
tail empire at the age of just 29. 

The controversial appoint- 
ment means Simon Wolfson is 
almost certainly the youngest 
director of a FTSE 100 com- 
pany. He joins a small band of 
young businessmen who have 
been promoted to the boards of 
large companies by powerful 
fathers. Others include Robert 
Hanson at the Hanson con- 
glomerate and the late Simon 
Weinstock at GEC. 

The young scion of the Wolf- 
son dynasty has never worked 
outside Next and has only six 
vears' business experience. He 


years business experience. He 
will be one of just five executive 
directors at the company with 


responsibility for sales and mar- 
keting as well as the develop- 
ment of the Next brand. 

His appointment is another 
example of the continuing dose 
links between Next and Great 
Universal Stores, the mail order 
giant. Lord Wolfson. 61, is 
chairman of both companies, 
having taken over from his 
cousin at the helm of GUS in 
September. 

Next s institutional investors 
and City analysis expressed 


concern at the new appointment 
saying it “left a bad odour" and 
could backfire. 

One of Next’s largest share- 
holders said: “On the surface it 
does seem a bit unusual. But 
Next has made such progress 
since it clawed itself back from 
the brink that you tend to give 
it the benefit of the doubt.’’ 

Another fund manager at a 
big institution was more doubt- 
ful. “Things like this normally 
leave a rather bad smelL I would 
think there would be a certain 
amount of disquiet about it." 

Retail analysts said the young 
Wolfeon was unknown in the 
City and bad never appeared at 
Next’s presentations to analysts. 

Nick Bubb of MeesPiersoa 
said; Tm told he’s very capa- 
ble and that David Jones [Nexts 
chief executive] thinks highly of 
him. But given the accusations 
about nepotism one would have 
thought that they would want to 
be doubly sure of his abilities.” 

Mr Jones said the company 
had been conscious that the ap- 
pointment might attract sug- 
gestions of nepotism. But he 
said: “It was not the chair- 
man’s appointment, it was 
mine. Simon’s introduction to 
the company and bis promotion 
have been at my instigation. He 
is an outstanding young man 
and if you don't look after your 
young people, you lose them." 


The appointment was pro- 
posed by Mr Jones and his fel- 
low executive directors at a 
board meeting last Thursday 
then approved by the entire 
board. 

■Mr Jones said he was sur- 
prised that Mr Wolfeon ap- 
peared to be unknown to the 
City. “Over the past 12 to 18 
months be has been exposed to 
retail analysts and shareholders. 
He is pretty well known to the 
majority of institutional share- 
holders and analysis." 

Mr Wolfeon joined Next in 
1991 when he was 23. His first 
job was as sales manager of Next 
Retail which then had 312 
stores. When Next combined 
the retail division with the man 
order division. Next Directory, 
in 1993 Mr Wolfeon became 
sales and marketing director of 
the Next brand. 

His 900,000 shares in the 
company were worth £5.07m at 
last night’s closing price of 
563 Jp, down a penny. He also 
has options over a further 
60.000 shares exercisable al 
prices between 237p-530p. 

Next appeared conscious of 
the potential storm Mr 
Wolfeon's appointment could 
create by issuing the bare min- 
imum of information. The 
Stock Exchange statement ran 
to only a few sentences. 

Comment, page 19 



Gulf increases 
offer for Clyde 
to 120p a share 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Simon, son of Lord Wolfson of Sunningdale (above), is to become an executive director 
at Next despite concerns the appointment might attract suggestions of nepotism 


The finely balanced bid battle 
between Gulf Canada and 
Clyde Petroleum entered the 
finishing straight yesterday af- 
ter Gulf launched a' final offer 
of 120p a share for its smaller 
British target and moved into 
the market to buy shares. The 
new bid. which replaces Gulfs 
105p offer,' puts a value of just 
under £500m on Clyde. 

Gulf said it was confident it 
bad pitched its new bid at just 
the right level to secure control 
and said it was surprised at bow 
many Gyde shareholders had 
accepted Us cash offer in early 
dealings yesterday morning, 
given rumours in the market 
that a third-parly bid might 
emerge at the eleventh hour. By 
the close of play yesterday af- 
ternoon it had mopped up 15 
milli on shares, or just under 3 
per cent of Clyde’s equity. 

JP Bryan, chief executive, 
said he thought a rival bid from 
a “white knight” was unlikely. 
Gulf cannot now increase its of- 
fer unless another bid is an- 
nounced before 18 February, 
the end of the official 60-day of- 
fer timetable. 

Malcolm Gouriay. chairman 
of Clyde, responded: “Clyde’s 
value is not speculative - it is 
real, it is substantia] and it be- 
longs to our shareholders. Gulf 
Canada is a highly leveraged ve- 
hicle that can't afford to pay full 
value for Gyde. Clyde is worth 
a great deal more than this of- 
fer." 


Institutional shareholders, 
who had previously expressed 
unwillingness ro accept an of- 
fer pitched at less than about 
135p, were yesterday consider- 
ing their options, although the 
major players who will decide 
Gyde’s fate are unlikely to 
make a final decision for 10 days 
or so. More than half Gyde's 
shares are held by Schroders, 
PDFM, Capital Group of the 
US and Norwich Union. About 
two thirds of the equity is in the 
hands of seven fund managers. 

Analysts thought Gulf might 
have done just enough to clinch 
victory yesterday after a strong 
offer document attempted to 
dismantle the main plonks of 
Clyde's recent defence. In the 
market. Clyde’s shares moved 
2_5p higher to 120p as dealers 
weighed up the possibility of a 
white knigh t with a potential foil 
in the shares if the bid failed to 
persuade shareholders. 

Gulf said its new offer rep- 
resented 100 per cent of a net 
asset value figure signed off by 
ERG an oil industry consultant 
commissioned by Clyde to as- 
sess its value. By contrast. Gulf 
said, contested offers for oil ex- 
ploration and production com- 
panies over the past 12 years 
had gained shareholder support 
at an average 75 percent oisuch 
commissioned valuations. 

Gulf criticised ERC’s base as- 
set value of 120p, saying it re- 
lied on unrealistic discount and , 
inflation rates and over-opti- 
mistic exchange rate assump- 
tions and oil price forecasts. 

Comment, page 19 
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PIA members 
threatened over 


SFO director accused of contempt of court 


) bBfUKF 


pensions review 


Nic Crcirtti 

Personal Finance Editor 


The Personal Investment Au- 
thority. the financial services 
regulator, is poised to mount a 
crackdown on thousands of its 
members if they fail to meet a 
new end-of-vear target for re- 
solving the pensions compen- 
sation scandal. 

Among the measures being 
considered is the barring of in- 
dependent financial advisers 
from working in the financial 
sen-ices industry. Life compa- 
nies. whose directors cannot be 
banned in the same way. could 
face big fines for failing to re- 
solve pension reviews. 

Meetings with individual 
companies, including nearly all 
of the 26 firms named in a 
leaked report to the Independent 
last year, have been held in re- 
cent weeks. One company ex- 
ecutive. who would not be 
named, said yesterday: “They 
did not specify what they had in 
mind, but we were left in no 
doubt that action Ls planned.” 

The new crackdown follows 
the PIA’s admission Iasi No- 


vember that its members were 
more than a year behind a De- 
cember 1995 deadline for re- 
solving the problem. 

Nigel Chambers, a director of 
Chambers Townsend Consul- 
tancy. which supplies software 
review systems to more than 30 
top life and investment com- 
panies. said: “1 have heard re- 
ports from some executives 
who said that this was one of the 
most unpleasant meetings they 
have ever attended. The PIA 
did not seem to understand 
what it was asking to be done.” 

Allied Dunbar, one company 
which has met with the PIA. said 
yesterday its discussions had 
been useful. Stuart Reynolds, di- 
visional director of Allied Dun- 
bar's legal department, said 
however that the PlA’s target 
would be difficult to achieve. 

One lawyer acting for sever- 
al PIA members said: “The 
PIA is making veiled threats. 
But 1 think it would find it dif- 
ficult to persuade even its kan- 
garoo tribunals that members 
have breached rules if they are 


George Staple, the director of 
the Serious Fraud Office, and 
four senior members of bis staff 
were accused of contempt of 
co tin in the High Court yester- 
day over their conduct 'during 
the SFO’s investigation into the 
Sumitomo copper dealing affair. 

The charges were brought by 
Kay Accounting, an accoun- 
tancy firm whose offices in 
Radlett. Hertfordshire, were 
raided by the SFO in December. 

The SFO seized six comput- 
ers and downloaded them to 


copy stored information as part 
of their investigation into al- 
leged manipulation of the cop- 
per trading market. 

But AJun Jones QC, repre- 
senting Kay Accounting, said in 
the High Court that the SFO 
had ignored the orders of two 
High Court judges who had 
granted injunctions to Jeffrey 
Green, head of the Hertford- 
shire accounting firm. 

He said Mr Justice Nelson 
had ordered the SFO to cease 
downloading the computers un- 


til a hearing before Mr Justice 
Tucker on 10 December. 

Mr Jones said the down- 
loading continued up to six 
hours after the order was made 
and no disclosure was made to 
Mr Justice Tucker. He allowed 
downloading to continue but the 
information was ro be sealed and 
the computers returned. 

Lord Justice Staughton and 
Mr Justice Scott Baker are 
hearing proceedings against Mr 
Staple and Andrew Jackson, 
Anne Dflks. Christopher Walk- 


er and Michael Hainey ahead 
of an attempt by Mr Green to 


have the original search war- 
rants declared unlawful. 

He is claiming they were 
granted by City of London 
Magistrates because the police 
and SFO did not tell them that 
Kay Accounting was a rep- 
utable firm and Mr Green a 
man of good character. Mr 
Green was never under inves- 
tigation as part of the Sumito- 
mo investigation. 

Edwin Glasgow QC, for the 


SFO, said that they had tried to 
comply with the injunctions as 
soon as posable. The down- 
loading of the computers was 
carried out automatically in a 
locked room and when the or- 
der was received, the staff had 
left the office for the weekend. 

Mr Glasgow said that as soon 
as it was knonm that the judge’s 
order was to discontinue further 
downloading, a fax was sent to 
Authemec, the firm where the 
copying was being done, or- 
dering them to suspend work. 
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George Staple: One of five 
SFO staff In the High Court 




Tax bonanza for ex-C&G savers I Slower sales of 
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Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


nave oreacned rules it tnev are 
doing everything possible to 


resolve the matter.’ 


Members of former building 
society Cheltenham & Glouces- 
ter have been saved millions of 
pounds by a ruling against the 
Inland Revenue over the tax 
treatment of cash bonuses. 

The money was a payment to 
the members by Lloyds Bank, 
when it took over C&G. But the 
Inland Revenue decided last 
spring the bonuses were charge- 
able to capital gains tax, bring- 
ing an unexpected bill to 
thousands of people - who now 
stand to receive tax rebates. 

NeQ Denniss, senior tax man- 


ager in the Cheltenham office 
of the accountants Clark White- 
tuU. organised a challenge to the 
Inland Revenue by L50 C&G in- 
vestors. 

He raised a fighting fund of 
£16/100 and launched an appeal 
to the Special Commissioner of 
Income Tax. The case was heard 
in the names of two women ac- 
count-holders. 

The commissioners backed 
two separate arguments made 
by Mr Denniss. They said that 
bonuses paid on deposit ac- 
counts should be totally free of 
tax, contrary to the original In- 
land Revenue ruling. 

Thev also said that bonuses 


paid on the separate category 
of share accounts should be 
allowed indexation relief, which 
Mr Denniss said would sub- 
stantially reduce or even elim- 
inate the capita] gains tax 
payable. 

C&G’s 800.000 savers re- 
ceived cash bonuses worth an 
average of £2200 each in 1995 
when the society was bought by 
Lloyds. Mr Denniss estimated 
that tens of thousands of peo- 
ple could be eligible for a cap- 
ital gains tax rebate or would not 
have to pay at all. 

It is believed that at least 
40.000 members received 
bonuses of more than £6,000, 


the level of the annual exemp- 
tion below which capital gains 
tax is not charged. 

Mr Dennis said that because 
there were a large number of 
cases of multiple accounts held 
by one person., many people re- 
ceived £10,000 to £13,000 and 
be knew of one person with a 
£40,000 bonus. He added: 
“This should set a precedent for 
others in a similar position.” 

The Inland Revenue has the 
right to appeal within 56 days. 
A spokesman said it was “con- 
sidering the commissioners' de- 
cision”. No decision has been 
taken on whether there noil be 
an appeal. 


receivers send 
Pace tumbling 
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Slower sales of digimi satellite 
receivers and the adverse effect 
of the strength of sterling on 
profits sent shares in Pace 
Micro Technology into free fall 
yesterday. The shares lost 25 per 
cent of their value to close at 
I69_5p, below the issue price of 
172p when the company came 
to the stock market last June. 

The City was further disap- 
pointed when Pace gave no 
news on the possible contract 
with BSkyB lo make set-top 
boxes for digital television. Pace 
is one of several bidders in- 
cluding Panasonic and Nokia 
which have made bids for the 
potentially lucrative contracts. 

Pfcce said digital satellite re- 
.ceiver shipments were lower in 
the six months ro January than 
in the previous half-year. This 
was due to slower growth rates 
being achieved by broadcasters 
as digital markets developed 
world-wide. The company said 
it expected to reach its o rig inal 
budget for the year but did not 
anticipate any overperformance 
from new contracts. 

dramatically reduced 
tbeirffiU-year forecasts with 
Credit Lyonnais cutting from 
£26m to GOJm. 6 


Commenting on the bid to 
win the set-top box contract. 
Mike Styles of Credit Lyonnais 
Lai rig said: “It’s going to be a 
bruising battle against the 
biggest players in the industry 
such as Goldstar, Nokia and 
Panasonic. It is essential Pace 
secures the deal in its home 
market and gets the BSkyB en- 
dorsement for its technology.” ¥ 

■ Barry Rubery, Pace’s man- 
aging director, said he was con- 
fident Pace would win contracts 
to provide up to half of (he mil* 
lion decoders BSkyB was ex- 
pected to order: “I would be •• 
surprised if wc weren’t a sup- 
plier. We’ve been developing 
the product semi-specula tively 
for the past six months and 
we're dose roSJty as we provide ■ 
the majority of analogue de- 
coders.” 

He said it was a case of "when, 
not if” the company would ben- 
efit from the digital revolution 
in television. The company 
announced a big contract yes- 
terday with General Instruments 
to develop and sell digital cable . 
technology in the US. Pace's. ' . 
profits in the six months to No- ? 
vember increased to £10.2m 
from £400,000 last year- Sales 
were almost double ai £H7m. 

Investment column, page 20. 
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A retail family affair that could end in tears 


‘it was the dream of 
Lord Weinstock and 
Lord Hanson to hand 
an empire on to a son, 
and an uncomfortable 
yolk it proved to be. 
Simon Wblfeon may 
yet have cause to rue 
his famous father 
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—er, that’s h. 

The retail empire Next is famously eco- 
nomical when it comes to communicating 
with the outside world. So it proved once 
again yesterday after the above two-line 
announcement flach^H bashfully upon deal- 
ers’ screens just after 830am to be followed 
by complete radio silence. 

Hang on a minute, though, isn’t there 
someone called Woi&on already running 
Neat? Oh very well. Since yon ask Lord 
(David) Wolfson of SunningdaJe is the 
chairman. And is he by any chance related 
to Simon? "YouTl find they’re father and son. 

Sorry to push you on this but do you have 
a few more details about Simon? Such as? 
Well, such as his a ge, his business back- 
ground, his retail experience and what qual- 
ifies him to help run a £2bn Footsie 100 com- 
pany apart from an accident of birth? 
Mmmm. We'll have to get back to you. 

And get back, finally, they did in the per- 
son of the chief executive, David Jones, to 
reassure us that nepotism has no place at 
Next- Lord Wolfson bad nothing to do with 
the appointment, having relinquished his 
executive responsibilities last August to go 


off and take over Great Universal Stores 
from bis cousin. Lord Wolfson of Maryie- 
bone. What's more, Simon may only be 29, 
but boy has he worked miracles for the com- 
pany since he joined six years ago fresh from 
university. Just ask any analyst or share- 
holder who has met him. 

Yesterday, they proved to be rather thin 
on the ground, Simon being as much an 
unknown quantity in the City as he was for 
mosL of the day to the Next publicity 
machine. 

_The appointment may not have been 
directly in Lord WoHson's gift but his pres- 
ence looms large at Next as one half of the 
duo that rescued it from the wreckage left 
behind by George Davies. It is is hard to 
resist the conclusion that Next has decided, 
like father, like son. 

It was the dream too of Lord Weinsiock 
and Lord Hanson to hand an empire on to 
a son, mad an uncomfortable yolk it proved 
to be. Simon Wolfson may yet have cause to 
rue his famous father. 

A torrent of oil 
misinformation 

T he half dozen fund managers who will 
deckle pyde Petroleum's fate face an un- 
enviable challenge in separating fact from 
fiction in the torrent of misinformation and 
Slide innuendo that both skies have produced 
in the run-up to yesterday’s final 120p a share 


offer from Gulf. With so much transparent 
manipulation of data, the non-speciaiist in- 
vestor has learnt to take both sides' argu- 
ments with a bucket of salt. 

The old adage about damn lies and sta- 
tistics has never been more true than in this 
tussle, with investors treated to the full 
panoply of arcane valuation methodologies 
and test-well data. . 

The spin doctors have had a field day too, 

with Gulfs acquisition in the market yes- 
terday of 15 million Clyde shares paraded 
on the one hand as Clyde's shareholders 
throwing in the towel and on the other as a 
dismal failure of a dawn raid, no more than 
the shaking out of a handful of art's. With 
Clyde's fate so finely balanced, there won’t 
be any let up for the* forked tongues for the 
next two weeks. 

Clyde, whose directors sold shares just 
before the bid at around 80p, has plainly 
made some ambitious claims about its value, 
used some pretty heroic assumptions to get 
io figures as high as ItiOp a share and taken 
a rosy view of a hole in ibe North Sea bed 
that BP an?ong others was happy to let go 
for a relative song. 

Gulf and its advisers have been equally 
selective, however, and made some sweep- 
ing criticisms of Clyde's numbers on the basis 
□f sketchy test data bought off the shelf from 
the DTL In cases such as this, the share price 
is often the best guide but at 120p last night, 
bang on the offer price, it is as confused as 
the rest of us. If there is a white knight it is 


! well submerged, and if ScbrodeW and 
i PDFM. who own a third of the companv 

; between tbcui don't nibble the iharwcoum 

• soon be back below a pound. If a rival Pro 
! doesn’t emerge by the end of the week. M.U- 
j ing in the market seems the best option. 

i 

i A tale of two 
! rate-rise decisions 

T he amazing record of the US economy 
in achieving steadv growth and kw m- 
i flation for more than five years is often 
i chalked up to the skill and judgement of one 
man. Federal Reserve chairman Alan 
j Greenspan. In the UK, too, the naponsMfahr 
! for steering the economy rests with just one 
! person. By chance Kenneth Clarke and Mr 
i Greenspan are both considering this week 
i whether or not they will have to raise interest 
! rates to counter future in fl at i o n . As the meul- 
■ ing today between the Chancellor and Eddie 
! George draws to an end, the Fed's Open 
i Market Committee will be starling its sec- 
j ond day of deliberation. 
i Alt hough on each side of the Atlantic one 
| individual holds the reins, there could not be 
! a greater contrast between the way monetary 
policy is seL For one thing, it is a fairly safe 
I bet that UK base rates will not change after 
1 today’s meeting. Everything the Chancellor 
: has said recently points that way. in the US 
I on the other hand, there is real uncertainty 
< about the outcome of (he Fed s meeting. It 


1 all depends on huw Mr Greenspan reads the 
mixed signals on the economy. 

Paradoxically, the near-ccriainty that UK 
rates will not niovo whereas US rates might 
rise reflects the fact the monetaiy policy in 
this country is far more arbitrary. Everybody 
knows that Mr Greenspan is 'an inflation 
hawk and that the Fed will exercise its inde- 
pendent judgement. If there is a true infla- 
tionary danger, it will tighten policy. The 
doubt' is all about how the Chairman will 
interpret the data and how much the argu- 
ments of other members of the Open Mar- 
ket Committee will influence him. 

On the other hand, the decision in the UK 
is opaque, taken entirely by Mr Garkc sub- 
ject to persuasion from his political col- 
leagues. The advice from his officials id the 
Treasury, never mind the advice of the 
Bank of England, is neither here nor there. 
No doubt many of the Chancellor's remarks, 
recorded in the published minutes of his 
meetings with Mr George, arc made on the 
hoof ami left to the Treasury to justify Inter. 

With no rcsiminis on his' judgement, the 
nearness of the General Election, the 
strength of the pound and the mixed recent 
statistics will allow Mr Clarke to overturn the 
increadnch’ forthright advice of the Bank of 
England, u he wants to. for the fourth month 
running. The system of monetary meetings 
and published minutes Ls proving no match 
for a desperate Government. Chances are 
the Chancellor's choices will not be as 
serendipitous as Mr Greenspan's. 


Power struggle 
may see Lazards 
run by committee 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 

Michel David-Weill, the -leg- 
endary financier who runs the 
Lazard investment banking em- 
pire, may set up a committee of 
three to five bankers to cun the 
group rather than hand over 
power to a single individual. 

This could be one possible so- 
lution to the straggles over the 
succession that have seen Mr 
David -We ill fall out spectacu- 
larly witii his dashing young son- 
in-law, the French banker 
Edouard Stem, until recently 
.the favourites heiftapparenL 
In an. interview to oe pub- 
lished next week in Vanity Fair, 
the US magazine, Mr David- 
Wevfl says the Lazard group - 
based in Paris, London and 
New York - has grown so big 
that he is now unsure it can be 
run by one man. • 

He' says he is no longer cer- 
tain that “the best structure in 


the next generation is the same 
structure as today”. 

One possibility is to run 
Lazards through a group of 
bankers, one each in the three 
main centres and one or two 
otheis “not running offices, but 
with more ideas, more capital- 
minded.” Mr David-Wefllsays. 

Vanity Fair is unlikely to be 
pleasant reading to Mr David- 
WeilL One source «>lk him a 
ruthless operator who “enjoys 
setting people up against each 
other”. 

He is also described by col- 
leagues and acquaintances var- 
iously as ctrinin& iriean, cold and 
-manipulative. 

According to Vanity Fair, can- 
didates for the new Lazards 
committee suggested by Mr 
David-Wefll include David 
Verey, chairman of the London 
bank, Ken Wilson, the former 
Salomon Brothers banker who 
has an influential role in New 
York, and Steve Rattner. 


It was Mr Rattner who bad 
a very public falling out last year 
with his senior colleague Felix 
Rohatyn, the doyen of the 
Lazards New York office. 

Mr Rohatyn described Mr 
Rattner, in remarks published 
in New York magazine, as a 
“mono- maniacal” social 

dimber and went on to accuse 
him of leaking information, 
which he denied. 

This spat between two senior 
men revealed to the ba nkin g 
world that life was fer from har- 
monious at the top of Lazards, 
and that there might be a suc- 
cession problem loomings - r . . 

But the dearest indfcation of 
the difficulty came in a row last 
year between Mr David-Wefll 
and Mr Stern, who is married 
to Mr David- Weill’s daughter, 
Beatrice. The artide neverthe- 
less names Mr Stem as sol! 
among the candidates for the 
top at Lazards. 

In his interview, Mr David- 



PepsiCo 
profits 
plunge 
on poor 
sales 


David Us borne 

New York 


Looking a^ead; Mtcfref David-Weill believes Lazards may have become too large to be run by one man 


Weill denies French newspaper 
reports that he bad a blazing 
row with Mr Stem, who an- 
nounced be was quitting and 
was allegedly told by his father- 
in-law to go ahead and do it 
“We had a conversation 
about his future, which went 
vexy welL And then he told me 


on the telephone, no fight at all, 
that for the time being he pre- 
ferred concentrating on invest- 
ments,” Mr David-Weill says. 

Vanity Fair suggests the root 
of the argument is that Mi- 
Stem threatened to leave if he 
was uot put in control. But the 
problem for Mr David-Weill, 


says the article, is that Mr 
Stem's abusive manner and his 
arrogance have “continually 
upset the fragile ecosystem at 
Lazards”. Mr Stem is never- 
theless still working in the 
Lazards group. 

Mr David-Weill, 64, was the 
man behind the resurgence of 


the family bank. He brought the 
London." Paris and New York 
arms of Lazard together again 
in 1984 for the first time since 
the war, through the purchase 
of half the London operation 
from Pearson. Since then, the 
group has outshone the rival 
family dvnasiv of Rothschild. 


In Brief 

• Beck Food Group, whose chairman Morris Bond last year 
handed out £10,000 vroith of prime Scottish beef outside the House 
of Commons to highlight the Government’s inaction on the BSE 
crisis, has appointed Pnce Mbterhouse as administrative recehrexs. 
The group blamed the collapse on the loss of a £20m contract to 
supply Tesco, resulting -in 160 layoffs at its Scottish plant. The 
receivers warned “significant redundancies” were likely. Beck em- 
ploys 338 at a slaughterhouse and packing plant near Perth and 
167 in a meat processing, storage and packing business at Boston, 
Lincolnshire. Beck-Foods Smoked Salmon is not involved in the 
receivership. 

• Oil exploration activity in the North Sea unexpectedly increased 
last year, ending a long period of decline which began in 1991. 
Consultants Wood Mackenzie’s annual drilling survey today says 
101 new wells were started in 1996, an 11 per cent increase on 
its previous forecasts and up from 83 in 1995. Overall, the level 
of exploration drfiling surged by almost a third as operators at- 
tempted to replace .dwindling reserves. The group predicts that 
activity will increase slightly this year. 

• The Securities and Investments Board warned investors of the 
pitfalls of doing business via the IntemeL The City regulator said 
dealing with unauthorised firms over the Internet may deprive 
investors of the opportunity for redress or compensation should 
things go wrong. This is me first time the regulator has issued 
wanting? via its website http7/wwwiab.co.uk. The SIB also warned 
about schemes that- offer high rates of investment returns. 



tor . 

terday revealed that losses last year 

£47.4m to £95. 7m, reflecting its £685m takeover of Videoiron. 
The deal which paves the way for the creation of the new merged 
grotm Cable & Wireless Communications, which also includes 
another cable company, Nynex CableComms. As a result of the 
Videotron deal. Bells 1 revenues also surged by 78 per cent 10 
£76.9 hl with the strongest growth in telephone income, which 
increased by 84 per cent to £43.4m. Excluding the impact of 
Vrdeptron, Bells 1 residential telephone lines increased by 60 per 
cent, to 158,207. Including Videotron, cable television customers 
alpscst doubled, to 315323. 

• The telephones watchdog, OfteL has ordered British Tfelecom 
Wafer to lease out its international private phone circuits to com- 
petitors at cost-based wholesale rates?. The move, part of a wider 
examination of BTs wholesale chares for rivals which i have ; to 
SeSnetwoik to complete calls, is Kkdy to gtye a further foothold 
to .operators who “resell” capacity at bargain rates. 

• German industrial production rae fatter than espeoedin 
December German government statistics showed. that industrial 
output increased by 1.4 per centra December 19%, after a 0.9 
per cent increase in November - a total increase of 33 per cent 
since last year. However the initial output data for Decembens 
unreliable because of the long Christmas holiday. Most analysts 
amect the figures to be revised downwards, and believe that the 
Septray feSll touch weaker than yesterday's statistics suggest. 

• Bass said it had completed the merger of its Prague Brew- 
eries offshoot with two regional brewers^creating the Czech Re- 

?s third-largestbrewer. Combining (^mp^Qsaavmaiid 
rxvovarv Vratisfe andNisou with Prague Brewenes wifi g we 
the enlarged group a 14 per cent market share, Bass said. 



Veba search for partner 
signals split with C&W 


Flat orders at odds 
with strong housing 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Veba, the German utility pant, 
yesterday gave its clearest indi- 
cation yet of the splii with Cable 
& Wireless over the terms of 
their Vebacom joint venture. 

A spokeswoman for Veba 
confirmed that the group was 
looking for “a new interna- 
tional partner” in Vebacom 
and may buy out C&W s 45 per 
cent stake in the venture. 

In a separate announcement 
C&W admitted it was dis- 
cussing the future of its part- 
nerships in Germany and the 
rest of Europe. “The discussions 
are continuing and a more de- 
tailed statement wfll be made in 
due course,” a spokesman said. 

Confirmation of the break- 
down lifted CAW’S shares by 
15p to 479p, as investors 
breathed a sigh of relief that a 
potentially huge drain on the 
group’s cash reserves could be 
over. 

However, Veba discounted 
the idea that it was about to sell 
its 10.4 per cent stake in C&W, 
bought in December 1994 when 
Vebacom was formed, now 
worth £l.lbn. “C&W like to do 


things in phases and selling 
that stake would cause a lot of 
turbulence,” said one observer. 

Earlier, more details had 
emerged of the rift between 
C&V^ Veba and RWE, another 
German utility, which last 
October stunned observers by 
joining the Vebacom alliance. 

RWE had previously been a 
partner in British Telecom's 
German alliance with Vlag, the 
diversified industrial giant. 

Separately yesterday BT and 
Viag said they had won the 
fourth digital mobile phone 
licence on offer from the' Ger- 
man Government. 

Senior sources dose to C&W 
suggested that Vebacom, a relic 
of the Lord Young era at the 
group, had become an increas- 
ing liability as Dick Brown, the 
American who took over as 
chief executive last summer, 
sought to carve out a dearer Eu- 
ropean strategy. He has asked 
executives to judge each joint 
venture on the baas of whether 
it adds value to C&W's domi- 
nant European subsidiary. Mer- 
cury. “What C&W does in 
Europe must benefit Mercury," 
said a source. 

The “Brown doctrine" ex- 


plains the recent frosty relations 
between tire English and Ger- 
man rides in the partnership. 
RWE and C&W had yet to sign 
contracts to extend Vebacom, 
which would have seen C&W's 
share in the venture drop from 
45 to 25 per cent. 

There had been disagree- 
ments over the precise wording 
of the various agreement doc- 
uments, drawn up in German 
and English. 

A more fundamental rift was 
over RWE’s insistence that it in- 
vest at least DMSbn (£3bn) 
over the next five years in a fixed 
phone network. BTs earlier re- 
lationship with RWE bad fallen 
apart in considerable bitter- 
ness over exactly the same issue. 
BT is thought to have been 
furious that RWE had appar- 
ently been privately negotiating 
to j'oin Vebacom at the same 
time as developing the Viag 
alliance. 

.RWE's ambitions meant 
C&W faced the prospect of 
shouldering its share of losses 
in Vebacom for a long period, 
at the same time as completing 
its complex £5bn merger be- 
tween Mercury and three UK 
cable companies. 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


There was confirmation yes- 
terday of the health of the 
housing market and an early in- 
dication of a pick-up in wages 
in industry at the end of last 
year. But a separate survey of 
manufacturing industry showed 
that orders were nearly flat or 
falling in seven of the UK's 12 
regions, although output fell in 
only three arcus. 

New house-building starts 
returned to their highest level 
for more than two years, hav- 
ing risen by a third in the year 
to the final quarter of 19%. 

Angela Knight, Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, said: 
“Whether your home is a flat or 
a castle or somewhere in be- 
tween, mortgage rates arc low 
and affordability is excellent. 
The buildinjg industry is now 
sharing fuDv in the success of the 
economy.** 

Separately, the Engineering 
Employers Federation report- 
ed LhaC pay settlements in the 
last quarter averaged just under 
33 per cent, a fraction higher 
than the previous quarter but 
down from 3.6 per cent in the 
same period a year earlier. 

However, the level of settle- 


ments jumped from 3.11 per 
cent in November to 336 per 
cent in December. Most De- 
cember settlements felt in the 
3-4 per cent range, rather than 
2-3 per cent as in the previous 
month. Januaiy will be a key 
month for pay. as it secs the 
largest number of deals each 
year. 

The Confederation of British 
Indusuy and Business Strategies 
published its quarterly break- 
down of industrial activity hc- 
tween regions. 

In the three months to De- 
cember. companies in only four 
regions - the South-west. Whies. 
West Midlands and Northern 
Ireland - reported significant 
rises in orders. Manulaeturers 
in the South-west were the only 
ones to report a significant rise 
in export orders. 

Output fell in three regions 
Northern Ireland, the North- 
west and the North, ft grew 
most strongly in Wiles, the 
South-west and the East Mid- 
lands. 

Yet eight out of 11 regions 
showed an increase in busi- 
ness confidence compared with 
the previous quarter. Not sur- 
prisingly, businesses in the 
South-west were the most op- 
timistic. 


The woes of PepsiCo were 
underscored yesterday when 
the company revealed that prof- 
its plunged 85 per cent in the 
fourth quarter of last year due 
to its struggling restaurant di- 
vision and poor results in in- 
ternational drink sales. 

The dismal news further de- 
pressed the shares of PepsiCo, 
which for months have been 
eclipsed by the continued rise 
of its arch-rival, Coca-Cola. In 
morning trading in New York 
yesterday, PepsiCo shares were 
down 75 cents at S33J75. 

The company, based in Pur- 
chase, New York, reported that 
net income for the last three 
months of 1996 fell to S28m 
(£173m), or 3c a share, com- 
pared with SlSIm in 1995. It 
said that for all of 19%, profits 
slipped by 2S per cent to 
Sl.lShn. 

The difficulties were traced 
in part to sluggish trade at two 
of PepsiCo's tast-food chains. 
Pizza Hut and Taco Bell. The 
news sours last month’s an- 
nouncement by PepsiCo that it 
planned to spin off its restau- 
rant divisiun which also in- 
cludes Kentucky Fried Chicken. 

The company was also hurt 
in the fourth quarter by disap- 
pointing international sales in 
its cure beverage division, which 
includes its flagship Pepsi Cola 
drink. Outside the US. bever- 


age sales were off by 9 per cent 
I nv 2 per 

cent for the year as a whole. The 


in the last quarter and by 


campaign early last year to 
boost Pepsi sales through an ex- 
travagant changeover from red, 
while and blue cans to an all- 
blue colour scheme apparent- 
ly made little impact. 

PepsiCo suffered particular- 
ly badly in Latin America. Its 
worst experience was in 
Venezuela, where its long-time 
bottling partner switched 
overnight to Coca-Cola. 

The decline gives a further 
edge to Coca-Cola, which is al- 
ready beating Pepsi hands down 
in the cola wars in almost cvety 
part of the world. In the US, 
however, the race is a little 
closer. Indeed, Pepsi Cola 
North America thrived last 
year, with sales growing by 4 per 
cent and profits by 14 per ccnL 

PepsiCo was also helped bv 
North American sales of its 
Frito-Lay snacks brands. Over- 
all sales fur the group in North 
America grew by 5 per cent to 
$3fl,26bn. 


Bank changes way interest rates are set 


JRI Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


The Bank of England will alter 
the way interest rates are set 
next month, but it intends to 
give the City’s six discount 
houses up to two years to adapt 
to the new procedures, by in- 
troducing a package of transi- 
tional arrangements. 

The discount houses, which 
are specialist banks, have had 
a monopoly in daily dealings 
with the Bank of England in the 
hfl] market, where interest rates 
are set 

But, as the Bank signalled last 
December, it intends to open up 
the market to awider range of 


financial institutions and also 
make use of the growth of gilt 
repos - debt backed by gov- 
ernment bonds. 

Ian Plenderleiih, executive di- 
rector of the Bank of England, 
said the measures “should help 
to enhance the efficiency and 
competitiveness of the sterling 
money market in London". 

The changes being imple- 
mented barely differ from those 
proposed in December despite 
the wide-ranging comments the 
Bank received from the markets 
about the plans. 

“The main changes in De- 
cember will be implemented as 
then proposed," Mr PlendeT- 
leiih said. Some of the techni- 


cal details had been “fine- 
tuned", he added 

From 3 March banks, build- 
ing societies and securities firms 
which are active in gilt repos or 
bill markets wffl be able to take 
part in the daily money market 
operations provided they meet 
certain criteria. 

Mr Plenderleith said the 
• Bank had received applications 
from institutions wishing to be- 
come counter-parties and said 
that later this month the Bank 
would conduct “dress re- 
hearsals" of the new proce- 
dures. 

The Bank's daily money mar- 
ket operations are a closely 
watched ritual in the City as they 


can signal changes to official 
interest rates. 

Until now they have taken 
place at 9.45 am. noon and at 
2 pm, with a late lending facil- 
ity at 2.45 pm. 

The new measures, published 
yesterday in a Bank of England 
paper, mil see the daily opera- 
tions take place at 9.45. noon 
and 2.30 pm, 10 minutes earli- 
er than originally proposed, 

A Late repo facility, which the 
Bank originally proposed to 
offer at around’330 pm. will be 
made available between 3.50 
and 3.55 pm, by which time set- 
tlement banks will have a clear- 
er view of their liquidity 
positions. 


SIB takes High Court 
action against firms 


Jill Treanor 


The High Court yesterday ob- 
tained agreements from two 
firms and two individuals not to 
undertake investment business 
in the UK- A third individual 
was ordered by the court not to 
conduct business. 

The undertaking was given by 
David Rycotl and his Anglo 
Scandinavian SL, Christopher 
Tomaszewski and Alexanders, 
an accountancy firm. 

Anthony Lemon was ordered 
by the court not to undertake 
any investment business. 

The court action followed an 


application by the Securities and 
Investments Board for an in- 
junction against the five parties 
in respect of unauthorised in- 
vestment business under sec- 
tions 6 and 61 of the Financial 
Services Act. 

If the five breach the inter- 
locking judgment they will be in 
contempt of court and could be 
liable to a fine or imprisonment. 
They may contest the injunction 
via the civil courts. 

According to a recent report 
Anglo Scandinavian is a Span- 
ish company which allows in- 
vestors to speculate on the 
foreign exchange markets. 
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Stoves cooks up a storm as confidence returns 



Stoves chief executive John 
Crathome describes the trading 
performance of his cookers group 
as “more measured” compared with 
the frenetic activity of last year. That 
is something of an understatement. 
The switchback performance of the 
shares since their flotation at I63p 
in June 1995 came after initial 
euphoria was replaced by disap- 
pointment with the group's maiden 
figures for the first half of the 1995- 
96 year. A combination of rising raw 
materials prices, a hot summer and 
then a 60 per cent surge in demand 
meant Stoves struggled to cope. At 
the same time, a rising tax charge 
as the group's store of tax losses is 
used up has constrained earnings 
growth. 

Mr Crathome and his team have 
clearly found life as a public com- 
pany a little more distracting than 
they expected. But after a 7p rise to 
297.5p yesterday, investors have lit- 
tle to complain about in the shares' 
near-45 per cent outperformance 
against the rest of the market thus 
far and there is still plenty of life in 
the Stoves story. 

Yesterdays 57 per cent leap in 
pre-tax profits to £2SJm in the six 
months to November came on the 
back of the first signs of revival in 
consumer confidence for years. 


Stoves: at a glance 


Martel value: E75m. share price 297 Jp 
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Having risen by more than -1 percent 
in 1996, Mr Crathome is forecast- 
ing another 5 per cent increase in 
the British cookers market over 
the next 12 months. With less than 
5 per cent of Stoves’ turnover going 
overseas, the group's heavy reuance 
on domestic sales should stand it in 
good stead in the future. 

But that is the icing on the cake. 
The group has already proved its 
ability to take on international 
groups such as Electrolux, GEC and 
Whirlpool and beat them at then- 
own game. It reckons it has raised 
its markcL share by around 2 per- 
centage points to IS per cent over 
the past 12 months, mostly through 


growth in freestanding electric cook- 
ers, which saw a record number of 
product introductions. This pro- 
duced a leaner margin mix, although 
operating returns on sales still ad-, 
vanced smartly from 5.5 to 6.1 per 
cent, boosted by the completion last 
summer of the group's change-over 
to its own revolutionary brand of 
production technology. 

Mr Crathome says the rate of new 
product launches means the group 
will never be short of ways to 
squeeze out further efficiencies. 
Longer term, the launch into Ger- 
many later this month with a new 
range of electric models, to be fol- 
lowed soon by a move into France, 
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will open up two markets which are 
together worth around four times 
that of the UK. Continental opera- 
tions could take another two years 
to be contributing fully and Stoves 
may first need to use its minim al 
gearing to pick up a suitable brand 
name to La cldc the notoriously xeno- 
phobic French market. 

For tins year, KJeinwort Benson, 
the group's own broker, is going for 
profits of £5 .8m. rising to £7ra next, 
putting the shares on a forward mul- 
tiple of 19, dropping to 16. Hold on. 

Sales slow 
down at Pace 

With all the hullabaloo over digital 
television. Pace Micro Technology 
had been something of a go-go 
stock since it came to the stock mar- 
ket last year. 

It was priced at 172p which gave 
it an opening price/earnings multi- 
ple of almost 30, pretty racy by any 
standards, but Pace took the rating 


in its stride, rising to a hefty premium 
and then heading towards 250p. 

Yesterday, however, the digital 
picture went decidedly fuzzy and the 
shares dived. The problems were 
two-fold. First the company's half- 
year results included a number of 
downbeat messages which had an- 
alysts cutting forecasts. 

Second, there was no news on the 
potentially huge contract Pace is 
seeking to make set-top boxes for 
digital television. 

The result was a 25 per cent slump 
in the share price to 169_5p. the first 
time that they have fallen below the 
issue price. 

Although pre-tax profits in the six 
months to 30 November shot up 
from £400,000 to ill 0.2m, the mar- 
ket was more concerned by signs of 
a slowdown in sales. 

Pace said that digital satellite re- 
ceiver shipments were lower than in 
the previous half-year with slcrwer- 
ihan-expected growth rates. This, 
together with the impact of the 
strength of sterling, bad analysts cut- 
ting their forecasts from £26m to 
£20 .5m for the full year. 


On the set-top box contract, the 
City had been hoping for an an- 
nouncement and some analysts feel 
that Pace needs to prove it can win 
contracts such as these against the 

lfla»s of far larger companies like 
Philips and Nokia. 

Even after yesterday's fall, the 
shares trade on a forward rating of 
26. This reflects the possibility of the 
BSkyB contract win. If you believe 
Pace can beat off tbe likes of Philips 
et al, yesterday’s fall represents a 
good buying opportunity. It's a big 
if, however. 

Ritblat rides 
the recovery 

A string of acquisitions gave Conrad 
Ritblat a fillip in the six months to 
the end of November but growing in- 
vestment income from the property 
portfolio was the main factor behind 
an impressive jump in profits. 
Turnover almost doubled to £ 13.9m 
as fee income rose by 82 per cent to 
£12. 6m, but the 76 per cent jump in 
profits to £2. 16m benefited from tre- 
bled investment income of £974,000. 

Considering that Colliers Erdman 
Lewis, acquired in January last year. 


contributed roughly half the volume 
and half the profits on the consul- 
tancy side in the interim figures, the 
underlying performance of the orig- 
inal Conrad Ritblat business has' 
been relatively pedestrian. t 

But fee income is directly linked 
to the prosperity of the commercial 
property market as a whole, and 
chief executive Philip Lewis detects 
a steady recovery in the prime retail, 
good-quality office ami -warehouse 
and distribution sectors, which is no w 
spreading across the country. . 

Staff numbers have been cut by a 
further 5 per cent and the rational- 
isation of the group's West End 
offices is now complete, which places 
Conrad in a better position than 
many of its peers in what has been 
one of the hardest hit sub-sectors of 
the market during the recent slump. 

A rise in the interim dividend of 20 
per cent to l.Wp confirms the com- 
pany’s confidence that things are fi- 
nally improving in commercial 
property but broker Panraim; Gordon 
left its forecast earnings for the foD year 
un changed at 19 Jp. Al 273j?p, up an- 
other 4.5p on the day. (he shares arc 
stiQ only half their best level three years 
ago but at close to net asset value it 
is hard to see much outperformance 
as long as the profession remains uwr- 
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We ll go 
on listening 
even when 

you can’t go 
on talking. 


Every year at The Samaritans we 
receive over a million totally silent phone 
calls. For whatever reason, the callers can’t 
begin to tell us what’s troubling them. 

Equally, .callers who do start may be 
unable to go on - many hang up halfway 
through a conversation, or simply go quiet. 

With all of these callers, though, we 
have one golden rule: we never stop 
listening. We won’t be the ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
Even if you can’t talk we’ll listen. 


The Samaritans. We 


go t 


it with you. 


A Registered Charity funded by voluntary donations. 


http://www.compulink.co.uk/--careware/samarirans/ 



Lawson adds 
his weight to an 
ad campaign 
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Nigel Lawson, Lord Lawson 
of Blaby, is about to star in a 
£2m TV ad campaign for 
M&G PEPs; marking the 
10th anniversary of his intro- 
duction of such tax-free 
schemes when he was 
Chancellor. 

This is the first time the 
dieting expert and former 
editor of the FT has appeared 
in a television commercial. 

While PEPS have been a 
great success, attracting over 
£33bn from private investors 
since their launch in 1986, 
Lord Lawson is also famous 
for the Lawson Boom and 
subsequent Lawson Bust. 
Could this association dam- 
age the campaign? 

“Not at all," says an M&G 
spokeswoman. “We are ap- 
pealing to potential PEP in- 
vestors, particularly in the 
3045 age bracket, using the 
Chancellor who introduced 
the scheme. People will think: 
'If they've got Nigel Lawson, 
they must be big'." 

The first ad goes out in the 
middle of the Channel Four 
news at 7.40 next Monday 
evening. The spokeswoman 
describes Lord Lawson’s role: 
He’s sat in huge room, 
there’s lots of gravitas, he’s a 
weighty character - ah, or not 
so weighty, as the case may 
be," she adds quickly, remem- 
bering Lord Lawson’s recent, 
much publicised, decrease in 
volume. 

Today British Rail ceases to 
exist in name, and the Inter- 
City West Coast line will be 
run by Stagecoach. 

This may come as a surprise 
to some people, as officially 
Virgin. National Express and 
Stagecoach are all still waiting 
to hear who has won tbe 
licence for tbe line. The an- 
swer is due in May. 

The British Rail buffet at- 
tendant who served my col- 
league this week on tbe 
Intercity run from Manches- 
ter had other ideas. Asked 
who he should make his 
cheque payable to, the atten- 
dant replied: “British Rail. 

But from Wednesday you'll 
probably be writing them out 
to Stagecoach.” 

Is this inside information? 
Or is the buffet attendant 
working under cover for a 
merchant bank to spread dis- 
information? 

You can tell the battle for 
Scottish Amicable is houing 
up - the mutual that wants to 
demutualise has just run an 
advert on page 35 of the 
Financial Times's company 
section, in which the company 
tells its members that its non- 
executive directors have no 
financial “interset" (sic) in 
the outcome. 

Be that as it may, a lot of 
people in the City arc Scoi- 
Am policyholders and it’s a 
hot topic in the wine bars of 
the Square Mile, 

Charlie Toner. Abbey Na- 
tional's own deputy chief ex- 
ecutive and a ScotAm 


policyholder, is going to vote 
for the Abbey National offer 
- £4UUm for ScotAm's good- 
will plus up to £lbn for em- 
bedded value. 

Roman Cizdyn. insurance 
analyst at Merrill Lynch and 
another policyholder, is more 
sanguine. *Tve seen the letter 
in the FT. Tm wailing for 
ScotAm to contact me - just 
like everyone else is." 

As for Abbey National’s 
£1.4bn offer, he says: “Let’s 
see what’s on the table first. 
There’s no urgency." 

Charles Lander, insurance 
analyst at SG Strauss Turn- 
bull and also a ScotAm mem- 
ber. is more bullish. He 
describes the Abbey National 
offer as a “no-brainer” - un- 
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£33bn draw: Lord Lawson is 
about to become a TV star 

less a better deal comes 
along, that is. 

The launch of the Bank of 
England's racy new monthly 
journal, Monetary and Finan- 
cial Statistics, has got off to a 
wobbly start. On the spine of 
“Volume 1 Issue 1" it de- 
scribes the Old Lady of 
Thread needle Street as the 
“Bank of Englnd." I'm sure 
this abbreviation is a com- 
mendable effort by Eddie 
George to save paper. 

Gas O'Donnell, John Major’s 
former press secretary, is 
leaving his job at the Treasury 
to become the head of eco- 
nomics at our Washington 
Embassy. Mr 0*DonncH's job 
as deputy-director of macro- 
economic prospects is being 
filled by John Cnnliffe, head 
of debt and reserves manage- 
ment On being asked for a 
C.V of Mr Cunliffc, a Trea- 
sury spokesman laid me: “We 
don't have CVs for faceless 
bureaucrats like ourselves." I 
am delighted to hear from a 
fellow mandarin, however, 
that Mr Cunliffe is “quite 
highly regarded". 

John Willcock 




Mjt 


«MK 




V 


4s 





Turnover £ 

Pre-tax £ eps 

OhMeoa 

Mstae Braap p) 

28.8m (22.5m) 

2.78m (2.67m) 6 Ip (9.88)1) 

3.5fl(3.5p) 

tafin tmagina (n 

42m (5.1m) 

•3.8m (-522.000) -24 6e (-6 qdi 

m 

Conrad nuatOi 

13.9m (7.2m) 

IJSm (764.000) 6 8p [4.6fl) 

1B8p(4 6pi 

Gama ttortstap m 

27.6m (19JSmt 

4 8m (3.17m) g.7p(fl.6p) 

SLfip [fl.W 

5tamx(I) 

39.8m R7.9m) 

2 37m (1.50m) 6 3p (6.1p| 

■2.0p (1-7p) 

W-W (D-bmrtn 

TO- Mm months 




#3 









t. ***<►«» 











THE INDEPENDENT • WE DNESDAY r ptoptta pv 


21 


* 


f 


*23? 

vi^iob 
■ 426 Q .9 4 - 3.1 
"FTSE 250 
v 4575,7 + 0 . 8 - 
FfSE 350 r^ 
4107^8 + 1-3 •: '■ 

^AQVOUJME 

: 853 .lm shares, 
. 43,292 bargains 
Glftslndex 
§& 7 i + 0.66 


Share spotlight 


scare jJaa.pedce. 





market report / shares 


Healthy display from another medical high-flier 


It was just like old times as the 
stock market alighted on a new 
wonder health share. Shield 
Diagnostic, which has bobbed 
around unconvincingly smee 
arriving at U 2 p four years 
ago, was the attraction, shoot- 
ing ahead 8 Gp to a peak of 
249 Jp in a sodden bust of 
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^_:potcniialsiarof 
its medical portfolio has been 
a test for measuring the pos- 
sibility of heart attacks. 

It now seems the Shield 
technique could have a 
crucial breakthrough. If it has 
. the company should be on the 
verge of Tnalring a statement. 

Some believe Shield could 
become another British 
Biotech which, despite its re- 
cent hesitancy, has made dra- 
matic progress. 

Shield's development is a 
lest for what is known as Ac- 
tivated factor Twelve (AFT), 
which is one of the main com- 
ponents for blood clotting. 


Measuring AFX it is felt, could 
be the best indication of car- 
diac risk. The results of two 
trials are known to be due. 

Earlier this month. Shield 
caught a chill when it warned 
ofworse-than-OEpected losses. 
It Warned lower sales of med- 
ical kits for an increased in- 
terim deficit of £ 550000 , which 
prompted thoughts that its 
year's loss could top flm. 

As Shield romped ahead 
another biotech high-flyer. 
Biocompatibles Internation- 
al, lost a little of its exuberance. 
The shares dipped 415 p to 
U 87 - 5 p; they were 400 p in the 
summer. 

Leading equities had an un- 
certain session. In early trad- 
ing Footsie managed a new 
high - 4,2763 points - but un- 
certainty about the direction of 
interest rates took its inevitable 
toll and by the dose the gain 
had been cut back jo 3.1 points 
at 4 , 260 . 9 . 

"With US rates about to be 
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stock market reporter of the year 


decided, Ken and Eddie en- 
during one of their confronta- 
tions today and the Germans 
thought to be near a rate cut, 
there was precious little in- 
centive for investors to stir 
from the sidelines. Surpris- 
ingly, judging by the recorded 
volume, quite a few did, with 
sellers just about getting the 
upper band. 

British Petroleum bad a 
busy time with Tehman Broth- 
ers, the US investment house, 
said to have put an 810 p tar- 
get on the shares. However 
some of the l>hman enthusi- 
asm evaporated after another 
bouse, said to be Merrill 
Lynch, cast doubt on the buoy- 
ancy of the crude oil price. BP, 


at one tune up 19 p, settled for 
a 7 Jpgainat 748 Jp. Clyde Pe- 
troleum edged ahead 2 _ 5 p w 
120 p on the higher bfd from 
Gulf Canada. 

. It was a day when high-fly- 
ers ran into profit-taking. Be- 
sides Biocomparibles, tbe 
seemingly unstoppable British 
Borneo Ftotrofcam Syndicate 
slipped 363 p to l, 30 lp and 
Smith Kline Beecham and 
Zeneca fell back as the Roche 
analysts meeting turned out to 
be something of a non-event. 

Pace Micro Technology, ex- 
pected to produce the digital 
television decoders, slumped 
57 p to 169 Jp after producing 
a profit warning. Maid gained 
223 p to 172 - 5 p after rushing 


out a trading statement to 
counter the store slide -from 
315 p in October. The on-tine 
information group said tr ading 
was in line with expectations. 

Provincial television groups 
staged a modest rally, with 
Scottish TV up 305 p to 5765 p 
and Thricshire-Tyur Tees 40 p to 

l, 1415 p. The digital alliance 
was less robust, with BSkyB 
and Carlton Conxrnunicatioas 
giving ground and Flextech 
andGranada achieving mod- 
est headway. BSfcyB’s 16 p foil 
to 593 p could have been in- 
fluenced by confusing Euro- 
pean Union moves to increase 
the spread of coverage for 
major sporting events. 

Cable and Wireless gained 
15 p to 479 p as some won- 
dered whether the seeming 
break-up of its link with the 
German Vcba group wiB open 
the door for a takeover bid. 
Vcba savs it intends to keep its 
10.4 per cent Cable stake but 
could buy out the 45 per cent 


held by Cable in a German 
telecoms venture. 

Active Imagining jumped 
20 p to 97 . 5 p after a company 
called TVX made a bid of 
around 104 p a share. 

Bridoo, the wire and rope 
group, rose 14 . 5 p to 121 p on 
talk that its second half had 
been better than expected with 
the year's results at the top end 
of expectations, probably £1 lm. 

Northern Leisure, paying 

£! 65 m for a nightclub at 
Banisley, gained 4 . 5 p to 
2125 p. Stockbroker Red- 
mayne Bentley forecasts this 
year's results at £ 7 . 95 m with 
£ 10 . 6 m next and suggests the 
shares are a buy. 

Prestwick, the electronic 
group, added 5 . 5 p to 42 j 5 p as 
acquisitive TE the mini con- 
crete, lifted its share- 
to 731 per cent. 
Circle Communications 
continued to relapse following 
a profit warning, falling a fur- 
ther 25 p to 95 p. 


Taking Stock 


O Friendly Hotels rose 7 p to 
I 653 p; stories drcnlated it Is 
near to uninmihig its trouble- 
some office services business 
and forging closer links with 
US group Choice Hotels In- 
ternational by taking on the 
management of some Choice 
properties on the Continent. 
Friendly first linked with 
Choice in ApriL 
As part of the deal the 
Americans took a 5 per cent 
stake in Friendly and 
pumped film into convert- 
ible preferred shares. The US 
group could end up with 28 
per cent of the 30 -strong 
Friendly chain. 

□ Calidore, a deal-maker, ar- 
rived on AIM with the shares 
ending at 335 p and the war- 
rants at lp. A share and war- 
rant unit was placed at lip. 
Damian Aspinall (Caverdale 
car group) and Anton BOton. 
of the building (amity are be- 
hind the venture. 


during a visit tofe 
farm in Ucfaft 
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at large 


Welcome to the 
Independent Exercise 
Monitor, a unique 
opportunity to test 
your personal fitness 
at a glance... 


Here's how it works. Award yoursetf five points for each of the 
following items in your home or office. 

a) Bullworker; 

b) Step machine; 

c) Video by Jane Fonda, Claudia Schiffor. Cher or similar (five 
points for each one, bonus five points for Barbie); 

d) Video by the Green Goddess, Mr Motivator, Rosemary 
Conley or similar (five points for each one: lose five points for 
“Workout with Dawn French''); 

e) Exercise cycle; 

f) Rowing machine; 

g) Weights; 

h) Home gym; 

i) Waistfine reducer (any sort, five points for each model). 

Add an extra 10 points for each one that you no longer use. Now 
award yoursetf five points if you have attended a health dub 
or classes in aerobics, step aerobics, aqu aerobics, anaerobics 
or jazz dance. Collect 10 extra points for each one that you 
have given up. Add up your total. 



Girardeili s 
to end 
brilliant 
career 


iadbr 





Skiing 


C ongratulations if you bave 
topped 50 points. You are a fat 
lazy slob who still believes 
every advert claiming: “Fitness in five 
minutes a month." If there is a new 
wonder exercise gadget, you are the 
sucker at the front of the queue. 
Think about it: if all those classes, 
videos and gizmos worked as they 
claimed, you would only need one. 
They arc merely gimmicks for the 
gullible. Unless you are incredibly 
committed, nothing really works. 
Even those that do you good leave 
you feeling wrecked and smelling like 
a skunk on heat. 

Well, that is what I thought until T 
gatecrashed a Health and Beauty 
Exercise class. Yes. that's right: groups 
of women in black satin knickers and 
white blouses doing PE. But the 
outfits and music have changed, and 
the exercise regime that pre-dates 
aerobics by about 50 years is still 
going strong. 

It was started in 1930 by the ex- 
traordinary Mary Bagot Suck, a suf- 
fragette who had a vision to enhance 
women s lives and improve their 
health at a time when there was no 


health service for women. Her first 
class was in the YMCA premises in 
London's Regent Street, and she 
publicised her Women's League of 
Health and Beauty by marching 
down Oxford Street and giving a 
demonstration in Hyde Park. 

The emphasis was on exercising the 
whole body, improving posture and 
flexibility. With classes costingjust six- 
pence, the movement was a hug: suc- 
cess. It spread to Australia, New 
Zealand and Canada. (It has added 
South Africa, the Netherlands and 
Zimbabwe since). By 1939. the 
League had 166,000 members. 

It was never to achieve those 
dizzy heights again, though the 
League, by then a charity, continued 
to be popular - until the advent of 
aerobics. 

Jenny Dingley, who teaches in the 
Leamington and Coventry area, re- 
calls: “My numbers dropped by 50 
per cent at that time. Unqualified 
people with enterprise were buying 
aerobics tapes and saying: ‘I could 
run that class.’ It really knocked us 
for six." 

The League realised that it had 


Longterm stretch: a Health and Beauty Exercise class in Leanvngton tones the parts that aerobics fads to reach 
Her first to adapt or die. Teachers were al- a week and call it mv second religion. It is not all middle-aged women 


Photograph; David Ashdown 


fowed to tram part-time. Tapes re- 
placed the traditional piano plaver 


placed the traditional piano player 
(though about 10 per cent of class- 


es still use a pianist). Popular mu- 
sic repbeed “I’ll Take You Home, 
Kathleen". Leotards replaced white 
blouses and black knickers. Even the 
name was changed to reflect a more 
modern image. 

Today there are classes for chil- 
dren, the disabled, the elderly and 
even men (of which, more later). The 
League has high hopes it can play a 
key role in helping in the national cur- 
riculum for PE and dance in schools. 
Though it has shied away from 
advising on diet in the past, there are 
even plans for a promotion with 
Weight Watchers. 

Amazingly, the changes have tak- 
en place without alienating long- 
standing, members, some of whom 
have been attending for 40 years. 
Eileen Crook. 71, is typicaL She has 
only skipped classes for good reasons, 
like two hip replacements. “I started 
coming 41 years ago when I lived in 
Kent, and when I moved to Leam- 
ington, I kept going. 1 still go twice 


a week and call it my second religion. 
I like the fact that it's so welcoming 
and that the teachers are property 
trained." 

And how. All 400 teachers have 
gone through a 200-hour training 
procedure that retains many of 
Mary Bagot Stack's principles. It in- 
cludes the theory of anatomy, phys- 
iology, body mechanics, 
choreography and composition, 
teaching practice, voice production 
and musical understanding. They 
have to attend two refresher cours- 
es a year, where professional chore- 
ographers introduce new routines 
and sequences to add interest. Many 
teachers, such as Jenny Dingley, go 
on to take further teaching and 
dance certificates. 

Dingley, a- dancer, saw a class 
when she was in her twenties and was 
captivated. “1 decided: T want to teach 
this.'" She has been doing so for 22 
years. “What I like about it is that peo- 
ple get their exercise, but there is no 
rigid regime and the classes bave an 
ambience. For a lot of people, it is the 
social side that keeps them coming 
year after year." 


It is not all middle-aged women 
either. Anne Richardson has been at- 
tending for three years and has 
roped in her 21 -year-old daughter, 
Gaire. “1 like the style of it Aero- 
bics is just for exercise, but this em- 
phasises stretch, balance and poise 
too, and it’s aimed at the whole body. 
I cycle, walk and tap-dance but I have 
doubled my mobility, and 1 have been 
surprised al how much fitter 1 have 
become. I come out not feeling ex- 
hausted but invigorated, both phys- 
ically and mentally." 

This is all starting to sound un- 
comfortably like a plug for the 
League, but it is impossible not to be 
impressed by the enthusiasm, friend- 
liness and that it looks like fun rather 
than punishment. Even women who 
are heavily overweight are not made 
to feel out of place. Many exercises 
are similar to those used by aerobics 
or dance classes, but there is an ele- 
ment of yoga, and everyone is bare- 
foot (no trainers here, because the 
feet are exercised too). The work-out 
is altogether more gentle than aero- 
bics and the music reflects this: it is 
not hard rock but Richard 


Gayderman and Celine Dion. Robert 
Miles or Gina G. 

In fact, I was lucky to watch a class 
at all, and the suggestion that I might 
join in provoked the son of response 
you would get from announcing a 
female judge for a small willy com- 
petition. Tr aining and development 
officer Margaret Peggie likens it to 
women going down a coal mine. 
■‘Especially for older women, the pres- 
ence of a man changes things. They 
come in, strip down to a T-shirt and 
slacks or a leotard and chat to 
friends." 

Dingley agrees: “We appreciate 
that men would benefit from (his and 
the first male teacher has just quali- 
fied.. But I wouldn't be happy bring- 
ing men into an established class. 
Anyway. 1 think what 1 do is too 
‘floaty* for men. I think they want 
more circuit-training type exercise: 
this is more aesthetic, more dance." 

Ah well, back to the Bullworker. 


A fore details about Health and Beau- 
ty Exercise from 52 London St, Chert- 
sev, Surrey AT 16 S.4J. Tel 01932 
564567. 


Mare Girardeili the five times 
overall World Cup champion 
who has won more medals and 
tilks than any other man. wQl an- 
nounce his retirement next week. 

Sources dose to Girardeili 
who has won 13 medals from six 
World Championships and three 
Olympics in a 1 7-year career, say 
the 33-year-old will make bis de- 1 
cision public on Monday. 

Although born in Austria, 
Girardeili raced for Luxem- 
bourg after falling out with the 
Austrian federation. An all- 
rounder, he has not competed 
since December, and although 
he had been due to defend his 
combined title at 'the World 
Giampkmship; this week, he did 
not go to Seslriere. 

The Austrian team had a 
promising day in the Italian re- 
sort yesterday, with Fritz StroM 
leading six Austrians into the lop 
seven places in the first training 
run for Saturday’s men’s down- 
hill. France’s Luc Alphand. who 
leads the World Cup this sea- 
son in both downhill and super- 
G. was the interloper, clocking 
(he second fastest time. 

Strobl, who has won two 
World Cup downhiQs this semen, 
clocked lmin 55.8Sscc down 
the Kandahar- Banchetta course, 
over a two-mile track which has 1 : 
a vertical drop of3JXJ0fti He was 
O.liscc quicker than Alphand, 
who went into the event confi- 
dent after winning the last World 
Cup downhill before the cham- 
pionships. 

Werner Franz was third best, 
ahead Hannes Trinkl and An- 
dreas Schifferer. with the de- 
fending champion, Patrick 
Ortlieb. sixth. Teams are allowed 
four skiers per team, but there 
are five Austrians because Or- 
ilieb qualifies in his own right. 

Norway's Aik Skaardal who 
won the super-giant slalom ti- 
tle on Monday and. like Alp- . 
hand, has won three downhills 
this season, was 38th fastest. 
Some doers use practice runs to 
survey the course rather than tu 
test their speed. 

Times, Digest, page 25 
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Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


VTHE INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY ggl MiUPS 

wF U& iv&U thugs befor 

T oday we publish the latest results in our dent Fantasy Football managers and their teams appear the following Sunday, in the Independen 
Independent Fantasy Football game, for matches played between Saturday 17 August - on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table wi! 
supported by Philips Energy Saver Sunday 26 January. be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday 

Light Bulbs. Results will be published every Wednesday in The Terms and conditions as previously published 

Independent for all games played from the pre- 
vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also 




Top Fifty League Table 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 26 JANUARY 


MR PETER FRANKENTAL 
MR ASHLEY BRETTLE . % 

MR |OHN COX 
MR SIMON UU 
MR S. KING 

MR PETER FRANKENTAL 
MR SIMON DRAPER 
MR NICK KNIGHT. 

MR DAVID ASHTON 
MR |. GODWIN 
MR PAUL MATTHEW 
MR WILLIAM BARR 
MR GARY HARROWS 
MR ROBERT GREBNRI&D 
MR JONATHAN MCCROSSEN 
DR STEPHEN MATTHEWS 

MR R. PRINGLE 
MRR.RENN1CK 
MR BILL COOPER 
MR GRAHAM LONGSQANE . 
MR D.J HORNBY 
MRC. MLHUrYTT ■/ 

MR GARFIELD MCCULLEN 
MR BARKY LEE . 

MR MARK SHELVEY 
MR K-B. MALCOLM 
MR PAUL RICHARDSON 
MR DARREN NICHOLAS , 
MR KEITH WATSON 


JOS1PU3KTI 

SOUTHRLL EC- _ 

oeroicE . 

CRUISING ALEXANDRA 

ARLO«WO : j2 

PLATE F.C. 


676 

650 


T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published be- 
low, shows four scores. The Week 25 (Wk 25) col- 
umn lists all points scored in matches played 
between Monday 27 January - Sunday 2 February 
inclusive. Column B lists all points scored before 
the transfer period. Column A lists all points scored 
after the transfer period. The Overall (Ov) column 
lists the total amount of points scored in all 
matches played from Saturday 17 August - Sunday 
2 February. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League table 
(see left). It lists the overall top scoring Indepen- 


appear the following Sunday, in the Independent 
on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday. 
Terms and conditions as previously published 


4 points for a goal *4 points for a goalkeeper /defender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points fora successful assist ■ 1 point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ / point for a 
winning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, 1 point 
fora draw ■ Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 
points for a red card 


PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of the season will 
be the entrant who has accrued more points than 
any other Independent Fantasy Football team in 
that time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the 
1998 World Cup in France. The winner, plus 
companion, will sec all the action of a quarter-fi- 
nal and a semi-final of their choice, plus the fi- 
nal. In addition, the highest scoring team each 
month will win a pair of tickets to one of Eng- 
land’s World Cup qualifying games at Wembley. 


Team Market and Scores 
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MR D. EDMONSON 
MR R. NORTHCROFT 


MR STEVEN HART. 

MR PETER SHERLOCK 

MR CM. DOWN . 


MR ANDREW BURHAN 


MR RICK YAP 
MR DJL KENNEDY 
MR RAYMOND CHICKEN . 
MR ADAM HOGG 
MR ANDY LANE .. . 

MR M. CROSLAND 
KRDARftm GREEN . 

MR C . NOBEL 
MR IAN ZHDSl ■ - ' 

MR STEVE PAYNE 
MR ANDREW GOODEN 

MR P. SHAI 

MR ANDY SWANN EY 
MR DUNCAN FULLER 
MR JOHN WANBNG 
MR J. JOLLEY 
MR D. ROBINSON . . ' 

MR ANTHONY CROW 
MR JOE GOODING. 
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Ladbrokes jump 
into the big pool 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 


As either Guinevere or Lance- 
lot prepares to turn the me- 
chanical separation of Britons 
from their cash into a bi- 
weekly event this evening, 
there may just be hope that an- 
other ball has finally started to 
roU. Ladbrokes, the country's 
largest bookmaker, yesterday 
announced that it is to install 
Tote Direct betting terminals 
in every one of its 1,900 out- 
lets, and the possibility of a 
Lottery-style Superbet on rac- 
ing suddenly became a great 
deal more credible. 

Until now, three of the four 
biggest betting-shop chains — 
Ladbrokes, William H31 and 
Stanley Racing - had held out 
against the innovative Tbte ter- 
minals, which send bets di- 
rectly into all of the Tote's 
pools and thus make pool bet- 
ting in general, and on the 
small-stake, big-payout bets 
such as the Placepot and Jack- 
pot in particular, rrnwfr more at- 
tractive to punters. 

With Ladbrokes finally on 
board, however, the remaining 
wavererswtn sorely follow, and 
betting terminals operating on 
very similar lines to Camefot's 
should soon be a fixture in all 
but a handful of Britain's 8,700 
betting offices. 

This has important implica- 
tions. The idea of a Superbei has 
been bouncing around for years, 
to such an extent that familiar- 
ity has bred deep contempt 
With terminals nationwide, not 
to mention a general public 
now used to picking numbers on 
a computer ticket, the founda- 


tions are now in place for a 
Jackpot-type bet mi one race a 
week, or perhaps for an afi-ouz 
marketing push behind the ex- 
isting Jackpot- 

“Initial discussions with 
Channel 4, the BBC, the 
Horserace Betting Levy Board 
and British Horseraring Board 
suggest a willingness to ia»iweh 
a TV bet with “smaU-siake, big 
win” potential 1 ’ Chris BeD, Lad- 
brokes’ managing director, said 
yesterday. “An parties wish to 
take mwimum advantage of 
this opportunity to boost 
turnover.” 

Whatever becomes of the 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Spitfire Bridge 
(Ludlow 3u45) 

MB: Ktppanour 
(Ascot ±30) 

Superbet, Ladbrokes are not in 
the deal simply to bring a smOe 
to the face of Lora Wyatt, 
whose long - very, very long - 
tenure as the Totes chan - man 
is drawing to a dose. 

For example, of the 29 pence 
deduction from every pound 
staked on the Jackpot, 23 
pence is retained by the book- 
maker as the commission for 
accepting the bet, with the re- 
maining six pence split be- 
tween the TMe and Ibte Direct, 
a separate company owned by 
the Tote, Coral and, following 
yesterday’s deal, Ladbrokes 
too. 

The bookies will pay £7 per 
•week, to renr their ter- 
an arrangement which 
will also be open to any other 
chains wishing to join. This too 
seems fairly generous, since it 


would cost £1,500 to purchase 
a terminal outright (just txy 
and persuade Radio Rentals to 
do a similar deal on your telly). 

Yet the feeling at the True i$ that 

there is little choice if pool bet- 
ting is ever to offer serious com- 
petition to fixed odds. 

“You don’t get a piece of 
Ladbrokes’ turnover for noth- 
ing," Tbm Phillips, the Tbie's fi- 
nance director, pointed out. 
“We are suD trying to make up 
the ground that was lost in the 
10 years after off-course betting 

was legalised, when the Tote was 
not allowed to own betting 
shops." 

In the face of stiff- and thor- 
oughly unfair - competition 
from the National Lottery, 
many bookmakers have intro- 
duced innovations (Lucky 
Numbers and 49s for instance) 
which offer no direct benefit to 
racing. The Tbte’s profits go 
straight back into the sport, so 
a development which seems 
sure to boost them must be wel- 
comed. 

It must also be noted, how- 
ever, that yesterday’s press re- 
lease includes the news that 
deductions from the Flacepot 
are to rise by 1 per cent, from 
26 to 27 percent, which implies 
that punters are being asked to 
make a contribution of their 
own to yesterday's ground- 
breaking deal. Even so, the 
Placepot still offers much bet- 
ter value, and for more fun, than 
Camelot's alternative, some- 
thing to bear in mind when de- 
ciding what to do with your 
loose chang e this afternoon. 

■ Betting on Saturday's Tote 
Gold Trophy yesterday centred 
on Edefweis Du Moulin, who is 
now 11-4 from 7-2 with Coral. 



Sound can be 
the best Man 


One Man: Facing up to a tough challenge at Ascot today Photograph: David Ashdown 


It is an interesting paradox that 
marry punters would nominate 
One Man as the best chaser cur- 
rently in naming, but rather few- 
er would risk even a shilling on 
frk chance of winning the Gold 
Cup at Cheltenham next month, 
writes Greg Wood. 

Chasing’s greatest prize ap- 
pears to ask too much of the 
grey’s stamina, and indeed some 
would argue that the number of 
horses able to see out tbe 26- 
furiong trip is decreasing all the 

time. Yet at ihe other end of the 
distance scale, there is no end 
of top-class performers, and 
the final furlong of the Queen 
Mother Champion Chase reg- 
ular lv provides the most 
thrilling conclusion to any race 
at the Festival. 

How fascinating it is, then, to 
find one of our best two-milers, 
Sound Man, lining up against 
his near-namesake One Man for 
the Comet Chase at Ascot this 
afternoon, over a distance, two 
and a half miles, which should 
suit both horses ideally. 

With the promising novice 
Strong Promise and the course 
specialist Big Matt also in op- 
position, nothing can be taken 
for granted, but it seems likely 
that this will he a Man’s race. 
But which one? The grey, win- 
ner of the King Geoige VI 
Chase at Kempton on Boxing 
Day, seems sure to start fav- 
ourite, while Sound Man’s 
jumping has sometimes let him 
down when the pressure is on. 

It may be significant, though, 
that Charlie Swan, who was as- 
sociated with Sound Man (3X15) 
during his exceDent novice sea- 
son, wll be in his saddle one e 
again this afternoon, and what 
value there is in today's race 
must lie wiih Edward O ’Grady’s 
runner. The best bet, however. 


ASCOT 

130: Top Spfo has the ability to win 
this but is rarely in the- mood. 
SPARKLING YASMIN, a game 
mare, seems best in the mud. But 
this testing track win bring her un- 
doubted stamina into play. HaHe 
Derring woo a weak race last lime 
but could have a fitness advantage. 

QOQ 

3J)5: As Sound Man’s jumping was 



for from oniy ln c in g when defea t i ng 
a not-fnfly-fit Viking Flagship in the 


Tingle Creek Chase cm his most re- 
cem outing, it is probably best to side 
with ONE MAN in this fascinating 
contest. He has not won over this trip 
since his norice days, but shows plen- 
ty of pace in the early stages of his 
races. His only visit to this couise re- 
sulted in a spectacular success. Kg 
Matt and Strung Promise both kwe 
this track and the latter is worth con- 
sidering for forecast permutations. 


335: Potter’s Bay made several 
mistakes at Kempton last time so 
Adrian Maguire's mount could be 
a risky proposition over these 
tougher fences. In contrast, D JED- 
DAH jumped well around Kempton 
when w inning the Grade One 
Feltham Novice Chase on Boxing 
Day. A reproduction of that form 
would prove too much for today’s 
rivals. 


HYPBOON 


L30 Can CanCtwfie 
ZOO MANDYS MANTMO (nap) 
230 SparkHflgYasmbi 
3J05 One Man - 


~ 335-OJeddah - 
4J05 Proton 
435 Borodno 


GOING; Good u> Firm (Finn In places). 

■ B3g)a-hand course «bb resting uphffl BnWh. 

■ Counts it neKpmoktn otA329 mdA330. Aaxmt from M3 (Jtmc 3) and M4 (June 
8). Ralfrniy nation (service from Lorekm, Waterloo) wftoira ooorse- ADMISSION: Mem- 
bers £12 (Junior Members 16-26 years, half price); Grandnand A Paddock £& SOrnr 
Rtng S5. GA& PARK: No's 1 , 2 & 3 &4, remainder bee. 


FORM GUDE 

the 9 tuxt • a worry oonoemaig HAILE DBHWIG, udio scored tour omaa In 1996-96 and 
has landed three of hta four outlnp this season at Cmtale. Haydoch and Utronor, where 
ha beat RtmousM five lengths easng up. Ha u up 5oi for that but mi0it still prove good 
snou0i.SputdinKYkMlfl.wnoHeminaVltewickaiidChapst0wlasnerinendatNew- 
ton Abbot (hBwj0.mjto!«Tdw. fbtewaUhttMft a three-teoglh second bphlgd Cadoufftt 
at tawpitow- But sha appean to naad cut n tha ffound u produce her ban. Jenny Pn- 
man has done ana was to win wlih 12-ymr-okl Cofeamy Bay at Sanctom m December 
and at Kempton last time. He has bean raised Ob but acts on a test surface. Paotmood, 
who lost Ms wny in chases attar vrtmng one first ttme up last term, has run wall in both 
hu«e races this season, the latefflwhBfi baaton few 1 lartfhs tyTmi at Kempton on Box- 
tng Day and he handes a sound surface. Selection: HAILE DERRING 


COMET CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 1) £60,000 
added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £37,032 

62-2BP3 MHOTm{q(rBBnfiMandWBRMrtNHandann9U7 

UB-rn ORE MM (U) (C) (I Hriei) G fBdWfc 9117. 


■LEADING TXAINERS WITH EUNNBSS: NTwtaton-Dnvles — 18 wtaroem Cram M 
nsuwtsghTsssoreemradoof 183% and s profit to sl£J level 9C*teott30.2I;DNIelMjl- 
son — 17 winner*, 66 runners, 25JWi, -S7.78; J Gifford — 16 wjnnos, llfl runners, 
13.8%, -436.43; 14 Pipe— 14 winner*, TO runners, S0a%, -kU3.il. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Osborne — 28 wtamera. 111 rides, 2&2%, -HS1BJM: X Dm- 
woody — 20 winners, UB rides, 17.4%, -441.88; AMsgMie— 18 whaem, 102 rides. 
17.8%, -41KL89; A P McCoy — 0 winnoa, 87 rides, JHL8%, +S8&44. 

RynvTTOFU yjKST TtM K: Con bifl 
WINNEBS IN THE LAST SEVBN DAXS: None. 

LONG-DBTANCE XGNNEBSs One Mu (ROE) hasbeen sem 288 mBts bgr Q BMwnlt ftom 
QnsiSUln, Cnmbrie; Br«dy Cress (3.8B1A VlM loss [4SB1 sent 278 mDesbyJ H John- 
von from freak. Co Dabm. • 


Jl Draaody 
— CFStren 


DO 


KILRVNE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3334 


rmrv UQRSIUCXU3] {ttsM Fbktasifi H Hodgw 7 12 0 

Ulire sauattM(7«[WIASH(<»daSaal WSHriWrtMRpe5U9 
334EOO KBVMJUa (US«J (7) (The Tuesd^' S»n* 8 iej C Mam 5 11 8— 

421X4 BDOOBMUMK (BI) ngJMHmedN Hm]asan8118 

0URM1S HJMBiai[B5}imaiTP0hsR9JQIM8n5 


-JC 


JSlaWP) 


HU M U i iBaiPiinimaHiJWMuou.. — 

324365 SMUGOBrSKI*ir(US4)t9)atoVRHo0iWJa«BT7U4 SapataWttM 

1- 45234 A08URNBOrtt8»IBEStaiH)MWEa«oit|flOU-2 

HI 440- C4N CAN CrWUE P23) J RK«e7 1013 LJw* 

2- 30142 HMOSM(7)pinwRadng)BM»iian51i}3 


3 A * — 

10 44-3244 FUTH6 FB0t£B {Eg (MM > may M BtroBltl 2. 


1 

2 

3 22-1211 SOUND IWI (60) {CD) (DsSOUOjd) EtTTjmtr fltl9H7. 

4 211234 SIROHa PHOMBE (41J {CO) E rtttwd) G Httirsd 6 11 7. 

BOIM: 1W0 Om Mm, 84 So«d Mae, M. Hg HML 9-1 ttreag PreadH 

199t Sort Man 8 11 7 R 1-2 IE VGaty, »D) 5 wi 

FORMOUDE 

The mp looks on the short side but ORE MAN should have enough spaed to overcome tha 
If na Is to Daw a serious chance kr the wo-mlto Champion Chase at Chttanham. One Men 
■ back at the track where he first proved he was something speool In tandkig ihe Reynold- 
own Chase on tHs card three years ago and looks sat n extend his unbeaten sequence 
ter the seasons) tour. A seuenjengtfi winner of the Charfla Hall Chase from Breton Bank 
at WMherty on Ms reappearance. Gordon Rtonards' gay took the Ktag Gawps tor a sec- 
ond ume on Boxrg Dv and the Pilar Property bwanmants Chase lasttime, Brody braak- 
k« that Owtanham bojpy by gBCBng home bom Banon Bar*, thoujji onfy rwrowly alter 
appearing Italy to wi dedatafy at the lasL He did haw something h hand, though. Sound 
Mae nas landed e&tt of hf$ ocoen races over the past couple of seasons, Inciuding tan 
year** conespondng e*Brt ord has been placed In the omera. He was winning ter the dwd 
tkrn this Sam when tatongSandown’s Tbi0e Creek far a second time and, although he 
MB«v rider Rfcftffd Dunvreocly is oommWad to the satactm Eddie O'Graays charge could 
hanfly have a bettar deputy in CharHe Swan. Strong Promts* was DeajBn out of Sfftt m 
tautth v> Ona Man m the Nng George but had won tour of hto sfac previous chases and ran 
second m the othera. Geoff Hubbard's charge had Big Matt a long way behind whan find- 
ing Challenger Du Luc a neck too {pod mme Murphy's Gold Cup m Cheltenham In No- 
vember and. otyaweefcMre.iicn the FtetNanonaJ Bank GoUClp over cause and ristancs 
In just tea style of me handcap B»d uwamat be appeared to be. Strang Premise wotted 
fa gim stylo and schooled orer 15 obstacles last week and. after rh» goes akher farme 
Caftan or the Champan Chase. Sala ci to n: ONE MAN 


JU mm rmnwjai , „ 

11 M015P R0SBIAU.R1) 5*sTD RMn^rt M*T RHngm 6 10 0 L&ttsreffl 

-Udsdared- 

igntoiim weighc itlsL Tlue hanfiesp wolps: Bos**® te 32* 1 . . . . .... 

BSTMC WI Cwi Can Cforita, 8 HwkBio, B-A Hooded Haa% 7-3 Aab^ 
itoeg, 94 . saahw4, 11>~1 Saa&fr 12-1 Kppme^. 14J R)*# Hdtasr, 26-1 RossfcWl 

1908; Landed Candy 7 11 13 G Hogan 9-1 (C Broad) 21 ran 

FORM GUDE 

Winner of a novice aiwa atfiWosnnamayBaraB#. *®ODBJHMMtnwd^promj*|hgrrap- 
poerBice whan fourth behmd Baianak. Karahl and Mffton's Cholca M WtareMt gm ^ w|wn 
Sib wrong in the wetpus at the end of Nwember. saving on real atft a fimsh. MckHen- 
dereon's rurew wil be weB suttd by the extra hating and much soner track and can re- 
turn to winning term. Haadson came ftom a long uray bad id maKarRotait's 8 nadi 
ewer an attended two at Cheltenham three oudn^ back - triple submuent swrer Hay 
Dareatturd on his reappearance. Bod Mfltararrt rennar. wtro wea kened ftomn wAWmoui 
when tounh to Dominion's Dream at Hereford (an2f), ran manat i&a d»R^ 6 toreaj^if 
a itmgtfv over the minlmm et Wndor a week aga. The Ihfryaarold ftoedd aw jha tary r 
run Iva might have won Snrar Boanfs race over a tudong ahoiwr at Eraser m Ocfoberon 

tasmiuffle««pttorblundBrratwboutandtMimgctareMfttMl |^we lg|f.Mfliatecl<. 

wno bfandored and unseated on ha teneftg t»v at Worcesa r w Qanber, h»p ww«dj> 
model of consistency In r« five hwtUe races thl* season. Ha detesad the oddwm PW 
F^F^VwJp^cf len»hs In a faur-^nrverra^Mnra^k^ 

ainitw srota a g»d tow lengths at the srart- ana has made fte flame in his ^oftermgr 

loa, most recandy «*en beaten a tengh and 0 guaraf lyhg ■ 1 5 !S 

SS m hand) back at the loner track. However. Morsmek rnljgw be an chored by Msliy 
bScSwrtfw ton^thpand on such a demand** course. 
seuram scorer Captain Jack by three lengths ewa man 

SSnswon card, but wakened htfodDi«g«*siii!MR^ 

■^-.,--,1 TO na 4 ntw«n n Jana ovar the same journey on a return MlheSoniasatB adi. Plen - 
vfisrrwtet* thot day and he couK poee a cwr dm shorter Ostance. 
ttSSIS»Au»mi Bov. a crecKatte fata* to MrMortertyatCMiflifak ( 2 m) laa tune. 

BMaettok HOODED HAWN 

SWNLAKE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B} £1V»0 added 2tn 
1 — — 1 Penalty Vatue £UV>65 

1 -H-ivn ifl«BWMW(Oo«»MaWfagtoMMi5MJflnB6tt8.^^ 

2 33-22F1 StS»ERCOW(44i(P)geo>gftt)df^Rl«9118^ *“*•** 

3 3-20211 MWW0 [USA) » (01 ^ a 

4 11-U23 IIAMTfSMAAIFlO (!A)U)ln^ KtoS)J6 gfairi7114 — 


rrel HS8C JAMES CAPS. REYNOLDSTDWN NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS A} (Grade 2) £25^00 added 3m 


110yds Penalty Value £15^25 
1130P1 DEDtMH (HQ KU (D) 94s SBC* Bom) F Damn (Fr) 6 11 12_ 
113122 M0K7-SMP PteiCft (Trevor HmnlngJ MaS Smtfi 8119. 

1-11132 ronBrS»tf(li)[MsJEPDOBrt DNB»«Dn8119 

&a B8AHDVC80SSp2)(Mdwnhoin|BCiQ)JHJelreorB115. 


J Carteny 


1212 nuMUM Q3) ;e Q SbctocU Om^Xi Cuv. D P 7 U 5-JI Dam**/ 
402412 MOMtMOSS [18) g Pow* MaSS mM il l i U5 N WMamson 

BETIMB: 7-4 Qfaddtak, 100-30 Radaris 8 %r, 7-3 MmrSUp. 1341 Dnmbiaa, 8-1 Mooeymoas, 12- 

1 


19B£ IV MuAon 8 11 12 R Jcinon 9-4 (N Chance) 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

french nwlsrDlBXMH. who got home byaieneh and urea penstfaiength Item Sofamon's 
Dmsr and AardwoV at Kanpmn. can add this moe pdas u na re^r. (My Ra. there a bet- 
tsr stfl to come from Francois Dounen's charge and the stable won with Vbl Par Nutt at 
FdntwMf on Monday. Mooy-adp andMoaynreaa, boft rained by Sue Smrtn, have baen 
lumrw consurendy in the north and the farmer, wan Richard Guestin the sadde. loaks 
the stable pick. Howewr. Potter's Bay might pwve a Ugger threat. He won tits first three 
chases before being lei down by hta fencing whan mushing rhkd to Greenback ac Kamptnn 
but ran The Mate Caotatolwho was estwig IStol to a node undar 1U lOfa at CheiUrtram 
the fiwd 15 tengtf* »wy. aalaeriorr: DJEDOAH 




JIM 


meiiai DacataUAAPMtCDjrS-lUiAChsiton) 7w 

FORMOUDE 

AthriSmdeortieRihtaditapeethBsntanflaaero 

■MmlMv srfgction was a ftxnw useful hurdler and has taken vary wen to the 

after four rt^tMu^belnE^t^^ 

ranvod two are! a iwif tawhs too atmng fcr him at Cheltenham. Jamb had 
Sid HurtdnSSw*. Mt end 

S^mScr M run in tt dam Golden Heflofourtangira. itorur^thetot 

is probably even bettar s»» come *om The m of Arc hem Tremp*^ M*"*® 

SAnMl htading record 2122S 

mtfre a smart chaser. He rSA not tonce ogthettoiendyreftan 
SrihSgnd und Ater and M«er Drum at Kempton and wd have learned [fiwn 
a, ,4— ims impefiBi Cup wetnr. flrtshed nmer-upln tosftnatw chases and is ona 
SiX aftBtroSiP Ml Lewwar and Pfampson but both) irere soft races. Stfl. hehas 
ImmMl MS JumpIrS end took* beosr than Super Coin, who aas left dev at the WW 
rt S-AatUitfi(wla« Ume after MWgtwo out a4»n In ^*2^2“.!^ 

Royal's race a ctwpswv. TMsrrm* jaihm 


FERNBANK NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added 2m 
UDyds Penalty Value £3^01 

1 111F23 COUBBMI*.flei wared Green ffht Perenpa) M Pipe 5 11 7 CFSatalB 

2 MAmorW«pBoow±|DWnta5ll4 * *«*■ 

3 0 BUMOSMlOiraGwWJFmtBW **NP*« 

4 4410.26 B«E8IOT(U)maa^ll(6d»tobb«NHaWBiOT mror remn 

5 P5 LAMHAAB (USA) (15) [SrBttRaferi J SSOt) 6 114 JPHde 

8 5 IBffltW SPRg (43*: prtatt Rsang Beam Teg > CWd 5 11 4 J tflreto 

8 41 F^B^W«Emm^ng5)raiaaliraPV^5U4_j(tAliettm 

9 13 PanflH(40(D|(PMmW6rieerifiR AMUR 7114 RIksMoody 

10 3W SBOtAB*Y(13) WfllWaBMlOShewfiod 7 114™™ KMoree 

11 IS LEAR -IP (USA) (m |CO)(6pda pWRstia BhplBpOJOIBS410U RGmtty 

BBim».CaDrai44Wltar Mow, UaPlrtna.lMStaBa B^r, 8-lE^re ReAUMLEfantag. 
lil lav Jd, Percy BtaHtanita, U1 foeAg SpW, Ifrl IMMtaft, »1 Hra Of Song 
1986: Mnglom Of Shada fl 11 4 P Canary 7-2 (A Tan* 12m 
FORM GUDE 

TNi earn be one ter the north via MBIBI ROSS, who has wot both IW races m tremen- 
doue sn<e and aaems lka(y to 0 R even bedar. Ooutiart rates a Ug threat m the fM-tkna 

bfinten. He was dwWng up Ms fifth win of the season when a length and a quarter too 
good far Freddie Mutt * Cheltenham etlha end of Oanbar and held a dear land only to 
swm«e and toll two out there nett oma. Ha Moved vrftn a second to Bara Away, a fcto at 
PrestlxjiyforL arte was a fdrthMteSaa Victor at Kempten. S ataeUon: MISTER ROSS 

ASCOT STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H)£300O added 2m LlOyds Peoatty VWue 

551 CUWNBp^WtUoJBreyasjMsAPBnmeUlO ^JMhAWwitt 

0 BORODI»mNraP«mCoe(0)Raw5U3 LfapdH 

0 JACK(Sl)(JHsUertflJTLKk5113, s ‘ wtea 


LEiJ 


230| 


StSNLEY (IJWTED HANDICAP) WJRDLE (CLASS 
B) £12fiOO added 3m Pwafty Value £S£83 



tBiia. 

RsdndREcMey5U3. 


(Ms Jon R Bthop) OGvraood 5 111. 


1 53P843 70FPBI WWWtM*Dur*aiflJJae«811M-- _ - 

3' 'alffi sFMflajMBYMMN(BOJPAcl6r6toa>'er|PHol*a61ll RObiwaw# 

3 lfflM2 FBtfSNOMftO W W W^TSprtHCNwtMBfoB— — — 

4 01-1101 HAAJCDB*fi«lC12)(D)fl*S VStitotele)NTw«fVftMes7107 c J*"« n 

5 BF5U51 CWtproBtNgMMgDHmMacWMsJPtaaaiaiOA..^. — JtMs ewn n 

— 5 h 

AWMmwe|^10B«b.»tahmdfcDt^ _. 1/ 

ggnwfc»4i MH Danfat IKP mtn ws if . Mfoa d Mag f li i i als . Mt n a e anray, 7-1 top Sp to 
199&Seetaittaih7ll3JOetwnrl(>ltKBaie»)Mren 


IHcnMlBMSlI*l)GSnKti5113^-~— 
krSwarOSGcRng;4i07 — 

(IhBfretmBuvLdiiiaibUti) RHbdg»4l07. 


_CHjm«C7) 

A Ssifc 

rftauimfrt (?) 


3 H5IER BURN (14) 0 Dsnsta) L Mrssgje W 4 ID 7 . 

-lfli ‘ 


JIHugNs 


BETMteS-lTHdrereTCHt, 124 CTtadnt 92 Mater Ensgp. 8-1 Boredka, 12>1 Hggaacy Lalwaa. 
U4 B^pn M, BretaM Daacer. 261 often 
lMte Bier BtasaT 4 10 2A Btata 20-1 MB J M 24 on 
FORMOUDE 

CUNMNO. unable to .act on the saMsti pound whan unplaced on mstaout. did us a gao d 
nan when natnflng home by seven lenghs s KempBxi and oan stfaptomem the gains - 

peractA. at the rntanmparur of Oliver ShentoocFs newcomer IbckefsTwre. 

Setoetkm: CUNMNQ 


■r 

HYPERION 

1-40 Hgh to The Clouds 2Jj0 Three PMosophers 
2^0 Joy For life 3J5 Woody 345 Spit- 

fire Bridge 4%15 SBevenamon Mist 445 Drum 
Battle 


[o“i C ATTWOOOMQylORIAL TROPHY HANDICAP 
Lr=±£i CHASE (CLASS D) £5fi00 added 2m 4f 


1 41F-P24 SPMISH UQMT R>) [D) S( Mv Baton Bt 8 12 0^ 

2 3-12223 PfMJFS WOOW (l9j (CO) N Handawn 9 116. 

IRKaveaaD> 

3 441213- NORSE RMDBt (408) M Ape 7 11 6 J) WsWi 

4 P4-1235 COOUIEE (20) (CD) P Ncboti 9 11 3 a 


GOING: Good to Finn (Finn In places). 

■Eight-hand earn*. Chaae course hs* sharper bends than hur- 
dles coarse. 

■ tacecoaree to notth-wex of town alT A49. Ludk>w nihmty su- 
Bon (Hereford - Shrewsbury line) is 2 mfles away. ADMISSION; 
dub £14 (accompanied under- 16b free): Tknerealtolfi: Course 
£5. CMK FAKE: Free. 


-4teM- 

BEIIWG: S-4 PI8pl tMiodjr, T-4 IkMsa RaWer, 3-1 Cookas, 84 Span- 
MUM 


3.45 


BUNXBESD FIB8T TMK: None. 

WINNEKS IN THE IAST SEVEN HASH: ScoCttokWerkfing (2.401 
wot, m Chepmowon fioturdny. 

L0NG-DI9EANCB WJNNKHS: Xatb’s Gamble (3.4 5) has been sen 
IBS wflesby Mrs LJcwtD from Swum Vtaoice. HmO. 


CHURCH STRETTr^N SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS 6} £2,400 added 2m 

1 13S-P62 ASnULMVASMR (20) (0) TWta 6 11 13— Jl Uamay (3) V 

2 34236P K*IZAH(7ll)ICU)ACanoll2118— iMtataBrerere n P) 

3 DOOM QUARER WALTZ (12) J In* 7 117 MrAVMii[7) 

4 PS445P NUMBraE{B)D8toChtaGUS OJBmcM 

5 laws# jwrraRAKisofr(SB)(CD)Rjbd<a5iia 

EHuetiwta (3) 

6 630020 NHHT BOO (40) W Cbqr B 11 1 -TBsy 


1.40 


BULL RING MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3^)00 added 2m 

F APOUflMO CM} Rice 5119 L Nanay 

0 GBfSFRECHUS(4l)TWia61ia AMmesyffl 

0 OBIGfiRNOCXISl)RJucia51ia GraylyOH 

2 WCH HI THE CLOUDS (15) TFan»5 118 SWy» 

JUUAN OUVER Wltoner 5 11 8 NWtapnd) 

665 MBK nEA8E(B) KBtaey5118 CODwjwr 

PteranNTS Pm m Pipe 6 ll 8 Cl 


130 PROTOmf: [UQ G Jolraan H»jRto 6 118 ATbankre 

ROUT ItiJ Cad 8 11 8 TKant 

3 TAIAtHAIH (HQ (53) D tocholson 5 11 B- 
3 MOT TIHE (163) John Berry 7113- 


-FHtatoy 
fBar 


mm- SPAMSH ARCH (643) C MAngDi B 11 0 ICtaMy 

044005 JOBSBnt ROME (7) DWRam51013 g Jo tow e r B 

9 455002 MXAH TEMPLE (15) KBshOp61013 RBraone 

10 03TOOO FOllOW DC CAU. (7) D l*C*i 7 10 12 DWtaili 

11 OO-RJO OH DAVE (hflPOtiWWi 6 ID 11 AlfeorMoa 

12 POO Sfl1T«EBRD8E(15)GMcClMl5109 OBridfestam 

S3 543064 IHEM TRIES {30 F AHtar 6 10 6 SW/wm 

14 0QF-P04 IMM>MM(7)RPree5105 -J R Karonegti 

15 P0P04 PStSUH BUTTEHHY (7) R Strongs 5 10 0 T <t~ 

16 F60400 MTDTS GAMBtE p) (0) WaLJewel 9 100 otataQrV 

17 OOOFPP WOODLANDS LAO IDO (47] P^Khani 5 10 (X-JIBeaeiqr 

- 17 declared - 

UbUmmvevtriQa. TnelanlaiitelffKPealtnBuaei^Sa UBtAtaiS 
Gamble 9ST 12& uaxAnds lad Too SU lie. 

BETIWC 114 tataao Tereple, 6-1 Astral bKataon. 8-1 Itamttoea, Tta>- 
p Mh, Jata Far A Arem MM Boat, SO-X ofbars 


12 P2P4PD M9BAIK RBI (tQVWQa 8113 

13 2PF0 BRMHT ECUPSE (B1J J PShaa 4 1012 ITHotaa(7) 

14 mUWMASlERNW*re4I012 D nnaagw (7) 

15 0 90CErr«n.(U)J05hea410 7 — MfaWBnami(B 

-iSdedand- 

BETTHte 48 Hfigi la The dents, 114 Tatatfcath, 8-1 Rmy, Ptokartw'i 
Pta, 10-1 Hoakr Phrase, 144 Pittotype, 20-1 tawi 


4i5 


PONTRLAS HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS H) 
£1300 added 2m 4f 


[o' ml BRDGNORTH NOVICE CHA5E (CLASS E) 
£4400 added 3ra 

1 4PP1 M« BMBIOR (») (C) A Carrel 7118 IJMwnby 

2 32323F LUCKY DOLLAR (46)Kfeley9 118 COtewym 

3 031045 IAIMZERKY(13)(D| MsJMMaSllS, OMIfti 

4 6620 B0UHEIARQN(7) MWsrerS112 — Mr H Hank 

5 10-950 DUKES MEADOW (X3)K May 7 11 2 AttotaM 

6 66254P l—S 8HUBM<83JH0herlQU2.^.^JMRd flaw 

7 MW LORDAHTBIM (7) RSPnnfo B 11 7 JCrroan 

8 OT&3F WIKIW«0SCn4EBSar9C8R7fta0r8tt2^1A>m 

-jdattared- 

BEflWB: 4-0 Three Ptta a wta w ni . 6-1 umg Dtatoi; M. tack Etapewc, 
IQnr«ShMwfc Ifl-lPnfc— MmdBW, 12-^ta Hatarey, 14-lottwn 

ASWDRD MARES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 20F333 HBJRDETM. (20) WTuntrG 11 10—_— — JFDw*r(7) 

2 in204i MAOMyaptiesaaammciitortaaeu&JDiMtm 

3 4313F? SCMMUM»tS5}pFiJjar*n7Ur GBrmUfB 

A U0-5U23 satFOUAlwp^(C)KBBaey7115 k _-__XOrD^er 

5 212P43 FBtST CRACK (20) (OB FJOttkn 12114 SM^m 

B PtMCm SCOITBHWEDOMWTVlfel 7 1013(6»)_JI Maaaay (Q 

7 QH3043 00 FROLIC (251) MS! C WldOl 9 10 9 BPtoral 

B UOW>20 JOT FOR UFE (13) R tongi 6101 ■ Wawm 

>8dadwed- 

BETTttea-lStafrPollalito.T-aitodaina Preriitota,MHtttCrmk.Stw- 
8-1 Seefttai VMddtat 7-1 Ftowr da Tal, UWL «twn 


634555- AL HASMMI 088) (CJ (D) N R*bu 13 12 OJHr N Mdoui (7) 
HUP- BEAU DANDY (257) LtosC Saunas 10 120. 


-Mr Turks (7) 


&PP2P- BUY BATHfiAIE (322) B hkgvs 11 12 O.AtoOS Jmim(7) 
miff- NRaORJOar IAD {SOT 9 |CS) D HMamiU 120. 


.Mr Ml 


■re 

5 R5F30- PASTORAL PRBE (368) (D) UK Poly Curtng 13 12 0 

Ml** P Crete* (S) 

6 Upn- SUEVDIAMON MBT (254) ID) VOcr Dartre* 11 12 0 

MrJktaa* (5) 

7 5UF45U- HBtmtWOOO OAK t2S4) Laos Susan towke Til 9. 

Mr H tkaroad (7) 

b 7 iiKlmd- 

HE7HW: 7-4 ftaau Daady, 34SleieM— B M4 <•! MfrRMRjMe,5- 
1 HMtatm lad, 31 Pactoval Pride, At HaaUita, 10.1 Hrewnreed Oak. 




T3cl WMSIANSTOW NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m 5f HOyds 


1-10 WB1A DERBY (14) P HchcAi 7115 RJotoreon 

0 MPpe6I012 UWaWi 

4-606 CAKMN NAMAR (7) J O'Shee 7 10 12 


4 16P DAHZAWE (7) R Sbongfi 5 10 12 — . 

5 D0300P DOOGY DANCER (UfiMraLMMmnn 7 10 12 O’Hara B 

6 4233P6 DRUM BATTLE (14) W Timr 5 10 12 — A Thereto 

7 00 LOUBHDOD (44) R lee 9 10 12 OFaraa 

B 45 TAMARA LOOOE (12) K Baity 6 10 12 CODnjkr 

-Rdaetotad- 

BETfirC; 7-4 M—fa Darby. 6-a BaaA—C 84 Pnira Battle, 6-1 Ttadara 
ladga, M Dermawe, ID-1 tnngadaa, U-ltakwi 


HYPERION 

1-50 Enchanting Eva 2-20 Haute Cufabie 2J50 
Mar&data (nb) 3J25 Punkah X55 Ma VMe 
Pouque 4^5 SqUftt Corrie 


|o enj THAMES HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5 lOOO 
added lm4f 

1 148200- AUBCVRAM(ZnQ|C)0<»H6100 _VStaHaiy4 

2 300054 mO R Pl D AU C C (7) PA P ttoyOn Awe* 10 9 13-A Ctorit 5 
610311 FWMMWMQPEOTMroR>gin599.ateadN»aB 


012302 MARMMU PM R Hoarahaafl 5 9 f 


J.IMM1 

-JQtaaaSB 


GOING: Standard. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle to hlj*br*t for 5fioTt 
STALLS: 1m- ouuddr; reminder - liwfcfe. 

■ Flbnaamd. IcA-haad, oval rouree. 

■ Owe to NeT town on A44B. Wotaerhainiiion station Im.AD- 

MXSSION: CSobEIB; PdbUr endomreAC 154 Ibr OAF mmbeni of 
rmaws Diamond Club Off n**nbenhtp ). CAK PAXX: Fhrr- 


HUNKEIBD FBST TIME: Mr foecsIaLor { 4JW)i Ztee Laael.ri- 
Mted, 120K Cakbmi A Bmodrall (rirewd, 4115). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST 8EVEN DAX& Dakc Vakaalno 
& Soofa Eaidem Fred (326) bath won here an U'edneaday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Tear White f&M) las been sent 
HamfleabyT MBbflwn Hcaiflqr. flanq. 


0U31-23 MRSFMUATORpM (CD) J terto486.. 

-Sdadarad- 

BETlBtt 8-4 Paratoa C—m— 1 31 Maradtaa, 7-2 MrYnetaatar. 31 
Prarator Dbobo, 7-1 AR« frraoo 

TYNE HANDICAP (CUSS C) £7^00 
! added lm 100yds 

1031-31 SOUTH EASRH HIED (7) 1C D) K CCAflfti0ft 6 10 ? ti&L 

m [ < Ibtmm X 

2 21440-2 MOT (29 Cltoroi A 100.^71 AwnMctanwaB 


130 


AVON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4^900 
added 3Y0 7f 

365C-5 RJ01 FOR PROFIT (14) M WraCT 9 7 DtUM2 

52-3 RWM(28)JWraren813 FNortm3 

404336 DCHAOTHCEVEfM) (CJCAAmB 12-J4anto Dayer(^4 

102244) &HAWnr(33) ©RWreheadBU UM^nl 

03324-2 2DRBAnCTturaan811 — Obbb M ck aoaw 5 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

HTTWfc 7-4 Zerira. 31H«» For Pie*. 7-2 Fqm, M teekatatag («, 
frlOHarry 


.TSpnhaf 
J. Denarii 
_S0nm4 


220 


NENE HEDIAN AUCTION MAD® STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4yD25 added lm 4f 


1 00 saAS0AM0UKE(mtreJCArdn592. — T 

2 60-4020 SWAkDAIE FOHt CT N ByocA 5 9 2 BreodM (5) 

3 2600-65 2AT0PSXWJa*an59 2 IQten 

4 BIOBBBf- ZWElA«(477)JCrSJ«592 DltoteBd2 

5 50- CAaW>tEMIY(BQNUn«*n4813— TBUBtaatfSB 

6 DBfltCAHHUSA)Bobtones4BU_ JH*g ara 

7 820003 HAWECMBlg(4)nWBMra4 813 — — JBgM 

8, 43064-2 eOLOBftMIlOqFfWOrJSBafllSail- NCretoto 

9 05550 BSWS TREASURE (184 JUn A Hma 48 B 


JMaaMdtonraS 


-.gdetaerad- 

BEmiB MUta Hrerata,44lte* CtataM, M Ztas larra, 7-lS«*- 
dta»F»ar,SlDewCg. 10 -lZetapek. 12-1 ra .li f I ndy , M* taken 


3 430403 P«BtM0na(7)(D)J0fviAHami89ll.-i;Swte« 

4 43033-1 mmuom pat fCtniBaia A 9 30 — HMfiaat 

5 13-5021 OWE WBRMO (7) (WI B itetotaaed 5 9 10 BbO — 

DUBUwrea 

6 1UXX30 WinHHNBWmCTNTir*W599 — _JIC*tort 

7 01451-3 FLIMtAH (USA) (25) G M£cut 4 B 11 IDtaMS 

8 4U-140 IBGH CROfTER 09) (QPCinM 882 XOroameSB 

9 300614- WMSP£RMtMMMm<D)C ante 481 JQtamT 

-•deeUHta- 

BEmNC 0-1 Duka Vtaaatkra, 7-2 Royal Actkra. 5-1 SauUi Eaetsm Had, 
01 Steel, 7-1 W«ir Heorae, 01 Fetarab, 10-1 ettrart 

j'Q C(i| WELLAND SELUNG STAKES (CLASS F) 
Lr5rJ £4JD00 added 3YO 5f 

1 5S032 TEAR MOTE 113) (D) T MM 95. T Man w3B 

2 00260 THREffWY (47) J Atatontt 8 12 MTebbattfi 

3 0 BAU£BWW0REAM(Ufl»MarTvnMaw8 7„HArtoara2 

4 54 MAVEUEP0UQUE(4)WIi4iw&7~ 

5 040050 W8SKXUW(4IRRH0li8MMa7. 

6 200030 WUTOIIMWPMurehjaT 

m g 

BtJTteB: 5-4 Taar White, 4-llhr Malay . 7-1 Me VtoiaPwqua, 10-1*8 
Ta Mb, XM WMeper lam 254 UMn'i Dnere 

lanrl SEVERN HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4023 
added 5f 

1 003-351 ffllAMSHdU (CTOManynlta»JB4910— .JIAdearaB 

2 <30030 SQURECORRtf (tflflS) D0awma599_JV08ren#7 

3 030003 m a>«S70WUfCmiCn)MmL5dM€97 

, — J SUM (7? 1 V 

4 6406-14 AMY ISH 02) fCqCRXJVMOn 4 95-^-41*1*41 

5 5J0A64 B0FFY(71PD|BBk*i 492 j^feherte® Ml 

6 003-110 fiOTDKAH 041 [CO} (BT) P Fcl^tf 4 8 13 — I QraaM ( >; 3 

7 000500 FtAMUKBI|U)(D)0l«»Al4ail^. u .*.AaiikeB 

8 300000 BJiiYI«ME<lfl(CD)JHefherBri888--48iitainiBI 

9 004100 H0*VHKU2SNBKndUBl; ^J0*»8V 

10 516004 OUCHOIJ (25) WC f ratios 3 7 12 10i*cj*xfc2V 

-lOdedenri- 

BEDIlOe T-a Mqr UWi 4-1 FreribenroBe tana. 9-2 « La H0, 01 tarifa 
B-l Sqtaro Qenta, Seretaao. 10-1 ortwre 


is probably to enjoy tbe moment 
and hope that the best Men 
wins. . 

While purists will tnni their 
attention towards Ascot, the all- 
weather card at Wolverhamp- 
ton will also generate mote 
imerest than usual this after; 
noon, as Lan franco Detton 
swings into the plate on a 
British course for the first time 
this year. 

The first jockey since Lester 
Piggott lo capture the imagi- 
nation of the non-punting pub- 
lic, and a Thousand times more 
media -friendly, ihe Italian has 
numbered Top Of The Pops 
and the Ctiw Anderson Shim- 
among his non-racing engage- 
ments in recent months, so 
Wolverhampton in February 
may come as something of a 
shock to the system. 

Backers, though, will be sur- 
prised if Deiton's famous de- 
termination is noi in evidence, 
and it will be an excellent af- 
ternoon for the bookies if he 
foils to ride at least one of his 
three mounts to victory. 

Mandats (150), who ran 23 
limes last year under a variety 
of ridere, bui whose three suc- 
cesses all came with Dettori on 
board, looks a particularly 
promising candidate. 


RESULTS 


CARLISLE 

l^Oe 1. PArauStMa (AOobtini 4 7 tw. 
2. Catharine's CtHtoa 20-1; 3. Barriaroa 
01. 18 ml «, IK IG IRditnM. Tote: £1.50: 
TUO. £2.ra £1.70. Dual Forecast: ran). 
CSF: £1064. Tno: £18.70 Non Rurmare: 
ManaU & Royal Rank. 

ilD: 1 . CROWN EQUOBIY IP Carbany! 
7-1: 2. Santa Conoartn 4-9 tow. S. Tramp 
7-1 . 8 an. 2. flat. fC RKfwKk). TMa: £8.00. 
£1.90, £1.40, CLIO. OF: £4,70. CSF: 
£1033. Tno: £6.60. Non Runrame Corporal 
Kakwood 6 Strongitonc. 

2j 4Q:1. DAISY DAYS lASSntti) 9-2; 3L 
Uprt Lootaa 14-1; 3. AHHa Alea 3-1. U 
ran. 5-2 ftw Parson's Lodge 14ft). 10. IV*. 
U H Johnson). Tola: £4.10: £2.20. £1.B0, 
£1.80. DF: £12.60. CSF: £56.50. Tno. 
£1730 NRk Ful of Chat, Stawn Bench. 

anoe 3. MARBLE MAM (D Banoty) 5-1; 
2. Rngta Rompar 13-0 (av. 3, TT m Uucktoo 
9-4. B ran. 27. (M Hammond). Tola: 
£4.80; £2.20. £1.80. DF: £4.40. CSF; 
£13.08. NR: Unde Bret. 

3j4ftl. NORTHERN SQUR£(£C4M0Wfl) 
11-4 ]t fin; 2. HoMdric 3-lt X UaaatUa 11- 
4jt tev. 8 ran. hd, 12. U Jefferson). TolK 
£5.40; £3.70. £120 OlO OF: £7.40. CSF; 
£11.29. Time £22.51. NR: Hudson Bay 
Trader. Tno: £12.40. 

4.10: i. BON OF MS (P ttonn) 7-1: 2. 
Costa Supronra 10030; 3. BoM Account 
11*2. 10 ran. 3-1 In WapjpM 15ft). IV*. 
Vft. (Mis M Rave toy). TMa: £8.10; £2 JO, 
£140. £1.70. DF: £19.90 CSF; £29^6. Tn- 
case £130. lft. The: £36.70 NR: Buyera 
Dream. 

440: X. TO«rs WVER IG leej 101 ; 2 . 
One Stop 131; 3. Water Fool 301. 12 ran. 

. -evens tw Wba A Tale 16 ft). 2 13. (Mrs 
M Revetaifi. Tote £R30; QJ 20 . £ 2 ^ 0 . 
£5^0 DF; £43-50 CSF; U125G Tna 
£175.40 (pan son. pool Of £172.94 cameo 
forward to Ludlow 345 mdayl. 

Jackpot: £24.269.00. 

Placapot: £14M0. QuadpcC £8.50 
Place B: U4.4S. Place 5: a 1.03. 

UNQFELD 

XOO. 1 . MONTONE (Dr M Marevhi 11 - 
Af fav: Z BeU Habit 4-L 3. Don't Drop 
Bomba 4-1 , 8 ran. U-4jt fan Bon Secret. 
Vlu 8 (J JetaVBl.TotK £3.70 £1.70 £1.60. 
£1.10, DF: £9.10. CSF: £12.79. Incase 
£39.18. ARar a srewanS - requiry, the result 
stood. 

LSD: t REGAL SPLENDOUR (Mr D 
Bridgm 13-2; 8 RobeBton 3-1 jt (av; 8 
Cadge 101 . 8 ran, 3-1 |t fw Spencer's Ra- 
venga. ‘h, 8 iR O’Sulnon). Tote: £820 
£1.40 £1.60 £2.60. DF: £24.20 CSF: 
£25.16. Trtcasc £183.02. 

120 : JL EAGER TO PLEASE (0 HoUandl 
4-6 tec 2 . Never GaiT Char** 2-1; 8 Ad- 
vanoe Rapra 11-1 . 8 ran. 2’,.. 3. (Mss Gay 
Keflaway). TMta: £140; £ 1.10 U.40. DF: 
£2.40. CSF; <2.27. No bid tor fta wrer. 

a. JOSEPtrS WME lAta Greaves) 
84 tac z humritoa U-4; 8 Ranrarf Sev- 
en 6-1. 9 rare. 7. a 11 -.. tD MchoBs). Tela: 
1220; £150 £170, £160. DF- £040 CSF- 
£4.65. Tno: £2.60. 

SJHk 1 APOLLO RGB (Canoy Mamai & 
1 2. Fb igottan Time* 4-1 3. Aatrta karad ar 
33-1 B an 100-30 lev tort Sky. 1 */*, 6 . 
IG l Mooroi Tata: £6.80: £120. £240 
£730. DF: £23.50. CSF: £2015. Tncast: 
£672.99. Trax £14810. NR: Bald Frontier. 

330: 1 FIRST CHANCE (S Orowne) 02 
far, 2. Parang Poty 10 1; 3. WU Do 3 1 
8 ran. r*. ft (D DswoflW. Totre £2.90; £220, 
£170. £230. DF: £9.80. CSF: £27.68 Tno. 
£46.70. 

430: LIN THE MONEY (OGnffltni 7-2 
ter; 3. Drlftrer 10-1 : 8 Ikml 25-1 Uran. 
sfXhri.3, (R Horinatoad). TUe: £4.40; £170. 
£520. £9.10. DF: £14 90. CSF; £40 78 Tn- 
easc £74844. Tno: £68840. 

We nepet: £63.50. QMMpet: £13.40. 

Pteoe 8 : £15.0t Haoe 8 ' £9 95. 

WARWICK 

130: 1 FTIZWIUIAM IG Bradeyi 114 
tev. Z. Exalted 14-1 8 Takaemaroo 8 1. 
18 rea. 0 4. |l Baktotg). TWr £080 £140, 
£530. £230. DF: £2840 CSF: £3988 Tntt 
£105.70 ipart won. pool of £89.40 camad 
temard to ludkw 340 today). NR: Ran Deal. 

340: i QARMWM (j R Kavanagi) »4 tev: 
3. Fight Uautanant 4-1 8 Ubatar Cot- 
taga 11 1 18 ran. IV,, 22. IN Handrasom. 
Tens £2.70 £180 £230. £180 DF: £840 
CSF: £10.25. Tno: £1000. 

23(h 1. MARCHDH MARQUIS (R JtaV 
aort Sfitev. 1 fodar CrrM* IJayteae 
331 8 ran. 15. 1 iNota T Chance). Totaa: 
£2.00; £110. £2.40, £9.30. DF. £21.60 
CSF: £14.20 

80<fc J_ MUB1HAVEASMM (A MatfjHH 9- 
2; 8 Bandor Mark 4-1; S. Tag oFPaeee & 

L 7 ran. 3-1 tevCmtfmaa Goria (urwiated 
Bdafl. 5, 28 iD Niehotaonl. Tote: £3.50; 
£230, £2.50. DF: £1120. CSF: £2137. 

830: 1 RCAGANESQIX (R FanariU 9-4. 
8 Salford Sovereign 7-4 tev: 8 ABreariae 
9-2 . 6 area. 4. 10 (P Murphyt. Tote: £3.70; 
£1-40, £150. DF: £2.40. CSF. £830. 

AJtoi 8 THE MUAXARMA |MrB fofach' 
4-6 tev; 8 Out Ftor Ran 6-4; 8 Sktoat 9 
L 4 ran. 3, 15. imsi C Samj*rs). iota: 
£1.40. DF: £130. CSF: £2.11. 

430 JL EMNHNfE (Mr T Dotanan) 8-4 
fiK 1 Mtaody Maid 9-L 8 CaaSa Maw 
I&L 22 ran. 3, 11 iF Doumenl. Tote: 
£230 £130. £3.70 £9.10. DF; £11.10 
CSF: £19.60. Tno. £13870 ipatt non, pool 
of £17532 earned tererard to Luton 3.45 

TOiy). 

H aoa puL £25.70. Q uadpofc £1110. 

PtoOD & £31.40. Place 8 £12.71. 


VTHEEVKEH2VDEVT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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WEDNESDAY 5 FEBRUARY 1997 * THE INDEPENDENT 


sport 


SECOND TEST: Caddick strives for recognition but Silverwood is ruled out as New Zealand look to turn defiance into attack 

Atherton unlikely to adopt a bold strategy 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Wellington 

Earthquakes are not unknown 
here. Indeed, the Basin Reserve, 
where England play the second 
Test starting tomorrow, is lo- 
cated on land pushed up from 
the harbour floor during the last 
major quake here in 1S55. Since 
then, die tremors have been 
muted and everyone here talks 
of waiting fur the "big one" to 
drop. 

It is much the same with Eng- 
land's cricket team, who have 
not registered a series win 
abroad" since they were last 
here five years ago - a victory 


that hardly sent shockwaves 
around the world and one. 
should they manage to repeat 
it this time, is unlikely to nave 
Australia - despite being well 
and truly Windied in Perth - 
quaking in their Bip-flops. 

Back then, the Wellington 
Test was an irrelevance, coming 
as it did after England had al- 
ready taken a invincible 2-0 lead 
This time, and with only two 
Tests left, it assumes far more 
importance - perhaps loo much 
tor tactics to be uninhibited - 
and both sides, despite Mike 
Atherton's claims to the con- 
trary, are unlikely to be templ- 
ed into early risks. 

“The series is still wide 
open." Atherton said after Tues- 


day’s practice session. “Auck- 
land was disappointing, bur to 
go into this game saying that we 
can't afford to lose it is a bit neg- 
ative, and i'll be looking for a 
more positive frame of mind. In 
fact, this lest is just as impor- 
tant as the last Test No more." 

It is an outlook that was bad- 
ly missing in Wanganui, where 
the tourists were thrashed by a 
fervid New Zealand A side in a 
game the England captain felt 
that some players found difficult 
to give their undivided efforts 
and attention to. 

“Wanganui was a hard game 
after Auckland, which went the 
whole five days and which was 
incredibly tense on the final af- 
ternoon," he explained. “Some 


of us need to keep something 
back in order to step up a gear 
for the Tests." 

Ironically. Chris Silverwood, 
one of the few players to per- 
form well there, is now out of 
the lest match after splitting the 
webbing on his right hand 
during fielding practice. 

“It's not a pleasant thing," 
Atherton said after five stitch- 
es had been put in SiJverwood’s 
wound. “But injury is part and 
parcel of a cricketers life and, 
although it would have been 
nice to have a full complement 
to choose from, we haven't." 

However, Silverwood's in- 
jury has definitely advanced 
Andy Caddick's chances of 
playing, particularly as the re- 


laid pitch has more bounce 
and grass than its torpid pre- 
decessor, which produced 15 
draws from 20 Tests until Court- 
ney \tolsh ended the sequence 
two years ago with a remarkable 
13-wicket hauL 

Like the unfortunate York- 
shireman. who notched up his 
career-best bowling figures, 
Caddick bowled well in Wanga- 
nui. and was - despite his rela- 
tively modest haul of five 
wickets in the match- England's 
most menacing bowler. 

For most of us. Caddick’s 
presence is long overdue. In- 
credibly, the England manage- 
ment probably do not see it like 
that and they may consider 
giving the directionless Alan 


MullaUy another chance. If 
not, Caddick’s presence will de- 
pend on the balance of Eng- 
land's final attack, which may 
yet include Robert Croft if the 
groundsman’s promise to re- 
move more grass from the 
pitch is zealously kept - a move 
ever more likely should Chris 
Cairns fail a late fitness test on 
his sprained ankle. 

However, irrespective of the 
pitch's condition on Thursday 
morning, England need Lo be 
bold - which probably means 
playing both Caddick and Croft 
and chopping Mullaily and 
Craig White. 

It is against Atherton's cau- 
tious nature to make changes 
when no ground has been lost. 


and he will not be comfortable 
with Croft and Cork batting at 
seven and eight, dispite their 
recent good form with the baj. 

Nevertheless. Atherton is 
adamant that his team's “level 
of performance is good." and 
that it is only a “matter of time 
until results follow". 

Reality, though, does not of- 
fer the same generous inter- 
pretation. and having got 
themselves in a position to win 
both the Bulawayo and Auck- 
land Tests. England have come 
away empty-handed - a mere 
ball away from winning on both 
occasions. 

The last time England played 
a Test in Wellington. I pulled out 
of the game with a shoulder 


Free-thinking Astle 
pays his dues 


served the cerebral praise. 

It was u remarkable innings. 


S ometimes in sport, it is 
defiance rather than glo- 
ry that captures both the 
public's hearts and imagina- 
tion. Certainly that was" the 
cose last week when Nathan As- 
tle and Danny Morrison kept 
England at bay for most of the 
final afternoon in Auckland af- 
ter Michael Atherton's team 
had looked set for victory in the 
first Test. 

In the aftermath, it was Mor- 
rison, with his record number of 
lest ducks, who attracted the 
bulk of the kneejerk publicity. 
But for those present it was As- 
lI e. with a fine unbeaten hundred, 
his third in lest cricket, who de- 
ll praise, 
cable inn 
not least because of the unin- 
hibited nature with which he 
struck the ball after England 
had spread the field. But then 
Astle is a remarkable and un- 
conventional man who began 
his first-class cancer as a bowler 
who baited at No 9. 

“I started primarily as an ac- 
curate medium pacer, who did 
a job in one-day cricket." he 
said. ha\ing just.Vomewhai ap- 
propriately. launched New 
Zealand's garish new one-dav 
uniform for the forthcoming sc- 
ries against England. In fact, he 
still does a pretty good job 
and. according to "his Canter- 
bury team-male Chris Harris, he 
has one of the lowest runs per 
over figures in domestic one-dav 
competition. 

Discovering another and 
more potent cricketing self is 
not unprecedented, however, 
and it may surprise some to 
learn lhal Bub Wool mer. who 
won 19 caps as a tup-urder bats- 
man for England, started his ca- 
reer as a swing how ler for KenL 
Starting out as a bowler can 
often give an uncluttered per- 
spcciixe on hailing and Astle. 
according lo the New Zealand 
hatting coach. Martin Crowe, is 
"particularly uncomplicated." in 
his approach to putting hat to 
hall. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Derek Pringle talks 
to New Zealand's 
real hero from the 
Auckland Test 

He gives it a rare old thump 
too. and Crowe feels there has 
probably never been a better 
off-side striker in New Zealand. 
If so. it may have something to 
do with a deformed thumb on 
his right hand, a slight handicap 
which may crucially prevent 
him from’ getting too much 
bottom hand in those beautiful 
strafing cover drives of his. 

His first chance to bat in the 
top six came when Chris Harris 
and another Canterbury team- 
mate Stephen Fleming were- 
away on tour. It was a chance he 
did not squander and it was not 
long before his dean striking was 
the dominant feature at the 
head of the order in one-day 
cricket, a position from which he 
scored a brilliant hundred 
against England at Ahraedabad 
during the last World Cup. 

Test hundreds, however, are 
rarer, more intricate beasts that 
require a competent defence as 
well as thrusting strokeplay. 
Nevertheless Astle now has 
three from seven Tests, an im- 
pressive rate particularly when 
two of those were scored 
against the West Indies in the 
Caribbean, and those in quick 
time. 

In fact he did not start that 
particular tour well and was not 
helped by being struck on the 
head by F^tterson Thompson at 
Sabina Park, during the open- 
ing match of the tour. Typical- 
ly he recovered lo make fifty, 
though, after Jamaica, the pilch- 
es in Barbados and Antigua 
were not as brisk and he was able 
to get on to his favoured front 
fool and hit through the line. 

His first crisis came, not as 
many might suppose in the 
male-dominated circles of crick- 
et. when his elder sister. Lisa, 
represented her country at 


cricket before him, but more re- 
cently, in Pakistan, when he en- 
dured such poor form that even 
the groundsman's donkey was 
said to be able to bowl him out 

It was a run that did not trou- 
ble the 25-year-old for long 
and he recalls getting over it by 
jotting down all the salient 
components he could remem- 
ber about his centuries in the 
West Indies. 

“I remember writing down 
how I prepared myself and re- 
alised that F just wasn't as re- 
laxed as I should have been 
before I batted in Pakistan. 
I'm not someone who likes to 
concentrate before an innings 
and I Like it when people talk 
to me and joke about. It belps 
me take my mind off things." 

It is certainly a fairly radical 
approach, but then AsLle - 
who shares a house with Flem- 
ing in Christchurch, a household 
brimming runs after the first 
Test - is not your typical dean- 
cut cricketer, even if he looks 
the pan. According to Fleming, 
Astle loves to play loud rave mu- 
sic at seven o’dock in the morn- 
ing, and is next to useless when 
it is his turn to cook the evening 
meal. 

“I remember coming home 
once and ringing biin up on the 
cell phone," Fleming recalls. “I 
told him I wouldn't be long and 
to get some baked beans and 
toast on the go. By the time I'd 
got home, the toast was black 
and the beans had been weld- 
ed to the pan." 

On a cricket pitch though he 
is imfazeable, and although his 
hundred in Auckland was 
painstaking by his speedy stan- 
dards, he rates it as his most 
satisfying, 

“It" wouldn't have happened 
wilhouL Danny." he graciously 
admitted. “It probably wouldn't 
have happened if we’d just 
looked lo bal time either, so scor- 
ing runs was important, which is 
what he encouraged me to do. 
But most of all. it kepi us in the 
series and that’s a big buzz." 



Nathan Astle, who has scored three centuries in his first seven Tests 


Photograph: Graham ChadwickfAllsport 


strain on the morning of the 
match. It was a decision that al- 
lowed Ian Botham to play his 
HXHh Test for England. As it 
turned out. the occasion was not 
filled with Botham heroics, as 
the match, on a typical low 
Basin Reserve pitch, petered out . 
into a draw. 

It was also the match when' 
David “Svd" Lawrence split his 
kneecap in two as he came in to 
bowl It was a horrific injure which 
until recently - when news of an 
intended comeback for the 
Gloucestershire bowler surfaced 
-was thought to have ended his 
career. Tired or not, old hissing 
Syd would have done nothing else 
but give his all in Winganui. 


Testing 
time for 
Taylor 


Murk Taylor, whose position as 
Australia captain for the Ash- 
es series in England this sum- 
mer is under threaL yesterday 
admitted his form is giving 
cause for concern. 

The 32-year-old’s place in the 
Test team is hanging by a thread 
after a scries of miserable per- 
formances with the hat despite 
becoming the first Australian 
skipper to win back-to-back se- 
ries against the West Indies. 

Taylor managed onlv 153 
runs at an average of 17. in the 
five-match Test series. .Anoth- 
er failure in the forthcoming 
three-Test series in South Africa 
could sec Steve Waugh receive 
the call to lead the Australians 
against England in the summer. 

“I am out of form." Taylor ad- 
mitted. “There is no doubt 
about that. It's amazing that 
when you are out of form you 
gel really good balls, get run out 
and everything happens. When 
you are ’in form you play and 
miss, and probably run the 
batsman out at the other end." 

When asked how many more 
low scores he needed before the 
selectors dropped him, Taylor 
responded testily: “Ask them." 

But he did admit his form was 
being affected by a lack of con- 
fidence rather than a problem 
with his technique, saying: “I 
think a lot of it is in the mind, 
although I believe von can over- 
come that hy working on other 
things and getting things moving. 
You work on the physical side, 
the mental side comes with it." 

Taylor has gone 15 innings 
without a half-centuiy. His Iasi 
big score was 96 in the first Test 
against Sri Lanka in 1995-% and 
his recent record is the worst by 
an Australian captain. 

“I am looking forward to get- 
ting to South Africa, getting on 
tour, getting away from the 
added pressure of an Australian 
summer, being at home." Taylor 
said. Taylor has won 13 of his 24 
Tests as captain, including five se- 
nes. three at home against Pak- 
istan. Sri Lanka and the West 
Indies in the past 13 months. 


8 , 000,000 


The cost, in pounds sterling, 
of the doubte Olympic gold 
medallist Michael Johnson's 
new six-year sponsorship 
deal with Nike. Johnson be- 
came the first man to win the 
200 and 400m at the same 
Games in Atlanta last year 


Kimber too shrewd for students 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

Royal Air Force 4 

Cambridge University 2 


Chris Kimber may not have got 
his penalty comers going but he 
engineered the downfall of 
Cambridge University with a 
siring of shrewd passes out of 
defence and some timelv tack- 


ling as the RAF beat the slu- 
dents at RAF Halton yesterday. 

After Cambridge had sur- 
vived an initial Air Force on- 
slaught. John Maver dribbled 
through the airmens ranks to 
score in the lbth minute. The 
RAF then took controL winning 
a siring of penalty comers but 
it was not until their seventh that 
Dave Oatlev equalised. 

Ten minutes after the inter- 
val, John Crewe put the RAF 


ahead after a fine run by Gra- 
ham Cartmell. Then from Cam- 
bridge's only penally comer, 
Mike Meredith equalised. 

Neil Powell made it 3-2 at a 
comer switch and then Cartmell 
followed up a Kimber comer 
shot for the final goaL 

MR A Sector iraOTJ. F McLean. C hunter. M 
Vfeatm Q CJaflev: a Bereeftrt. P Anstte. S Dura: 
G Ounell; N FXjtoB. ) Crew. Substitutes used: 
Z Hussain, a Bettaiaite. 

CAMBRIDGE LWJVERSrTY: P Piocwce I Sanas: 
D OMW, 0 Brew. T Parr. M Loose; J Mayer. M 
Merwtn reapu. I Bjieman; 0 H&ithcure. G Ray- 
tar. Su bstitut e uud: T GiUman. 

Umpires: N Cne/rt lECHUA) £7K*ty iHWHLMi. 



>*, * - ! i * ! Sy 9^ \ y 



vi# I 


^ TnA “ident Magazines (11*^ ' “ >: 

7-9 Rathbone Street, 

London, W1P 1AF. 

for an application form: 

jei: 0171 636 6651 or 
& Fax: 6171 586 7289 

in association with 



f J i t •• •J'fjJklwrai ra 




Early warning 
for Lewis 
from Steward 

Boxing 


For six minutes in Las Vegas on 
Friday night Lennox Lewis may 
face a crucial test in his career. 
His mentor and trainer. E man uel 
Steward, sees it that way, Lewis, 
apparently, does noL 

‘Til be in control, don’t wor- 
ry," Lewis said calmly at John- 
ny Tocco's gymnasium in 
downtown Las Vegas after one 
of his final work-outs. 

Steward believes the first 
two rounds of his campaign to 
regain the World Boxing Coun- 
cil heavyweight championship at 
Hilton Centre will be his most 
dangerous when Oliver Mc- 
Call is certain to come out 
quickly from the other comer. 

It could recall Wembley 1994, 
when McCall, then trained by 
Steward, pulled off a surprise 
victory in under two rounds. 

“Looking back at the first 
fight, it was stopped prema- 
turely." Lewis contends. “But I 
don't want to dwell in the pasL 
I just want to look to the future 
so I can amend it. If Oliver Mc- 
Call thinks he can beat me 
again he’s greatly mistaken." 

Steward said: “After two 
rounds you’ll see the aggression 
come in and Lennox will total- 
ly outclass him; the fight will have 
lo be stopped by the seventh." 

Vicroty should put Lewis in 
pole position for a unification 
bout with the World Boxing As- 
sociation champion, Evander 
Holyfield, or Mike Tyson, who 
meet again on 3 May. 

McCall, on his third bout of 
drugs rehabilitation, is to be test- 
ed before the fight by the Neva- 
da State Athletic Commission. 
The results are expected today. 


Hall agrees two-year Wigan deal 

Rugby League 


DAVE HAD FI ELD 

Wigan have been given a major 
boost for their SDk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup tie aL St Helens this 
Saturday with the news that 
their Welsh international hook- 
er, Martin Hall, is to stay with 
the dub. 

Hall had been due to join the 
Australian Rugby League, but 
has negotiated his way out of that 


lucrative contract and has signed 
a new. two-year deal with Wigan, 
for whom he has played since 
joining them from Rochdale 
Hornets four years ago. 

The Wigan coach. Graeme 
West, welcomed the resolution 
of Hall's future, and said that 
he would reclaim his place in the 
front row to face Saints. 

The St Helens captain, Bob- 
bie Go ul ding, has pledged him- 
self lo give his all for the Cup 
holders in the fourth round 


lie, despite submitting a trans- 
fer request this week. 

Another unsettled player, 
the Leeds hooker, Mick Shaw, 
is joining lowly Bramley on 
loan. Shaw’ still wants to move 
to another Super League club, 
but feels that playing for Bram- 
ley will pul him in the shop win- 
dow. 

Rochdale are trying to sign 
the New Zealander. Nathan 
Picchi, who was released by 
Leeds earlier this week- 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


Nationwide Foot ba ll La^ue 
First Dtvtekra 

1 Barnsley v Bon Vale .. 1 

2 v Portsmouth X 

3 HuddersfiaWv Wolves 3 

4 Manchester City i Sownend 1 

5 Oldham v Grcmsby 1 

6 Reading v Bolton 2 

7 West Bromwich v Swindon _...JC 

Also playing (not on coupons): Crystal 

Palace v Bradford City. Ipswich v Queen's 
Path Rangers. Playing Friday: Charlton v 
Tranmere. Stole v Oxford. Sunday: Shef- 
field Urvted v Norwich. 

Second Division 

8 Blackpool v Peterborough X 

9 Bremfbfd v Watford 1 

10 Burnley v Mxh 1 

11 Bwy v Bournemouth 1 

12 Chesterfield * Wrexham 1 

13 QlHngham v Bristol Rowers X 

14 Luton v Plymouth 1 

15 Rotherham v Preston 2 

IB Shrewsbury v Nona County 1 


17 WalsaH v MiHwsD 

X 

10 wycomoe v crewe 3 

Pfaytas Friday: Bristol Ciy v Stockport. 

Third Division 

19 Bamat v Hereford 

1 





23 Chester v Doncaster 



25 Lncoln v Fulham 

26 Northampton v Swansea 

27 Scarborough v Oadmgron 

29 Scunthorpe * ManslieM 

29 loojuay v Leyton Orient 

30 Wigan v Carlisle 

2 

JC 

1 

1 

1 

Beirs Scottish League 

Premier Division 

31 Dundee United v Hibernian 


33 Hearts u Kilmarnock 

34 MothenraD v Aberdeen ... 

1 

First Division 

35 East File v Clydebank .... 

36 Morton ir FaBurk 

2 

1 


Football 

7.30 unless stated 

FA CUP FOURTH ROUND 
Manchester City v Watford (7.45), 


TODAYS fix t u r e s 


37 Parts* tr Si Mirren X 

38 St Johnstone v Airdrie 1 

39 Sdrlmg v Dundee 2 

Second Division 

40 Ayr v Clyde 1 

41 Brechin v Stranraer .. 1 

42 Dumbarton v Livingston — 2 

43 Hamilton v Berwick 1 

44 Queen of South v Stenhousemuir .3 

Third Division 

45 Alloa v Cowdenbeath J. 

46 Arbroath v ABtan Rovers 2 

47 Forfar v Ross County 2 

48 Inverness CT v East SWIing 1 

49 Queen's Parti v Montrose 3 

Four draws.- Brmmgfiam v ftjrtsmouth, 
Blackpool v ftsertnroi^i.Wgsn v CaiWe. 
Rarnek v St Mirren 

Bra aways: WoASS. Baton, Preston. Ful- 
ham. Rangers. 

Ian homes: Bamsfey, OMham, Brentford. 
Luton. Cambridge, Scunthorpe. Dundee 
United, Morton. Ayr. Alloa. 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Swindon v Queen'd Park Rangers (7.45) 
HELL'S SCOTTISH LEABUE 
second omaoiy 

Hamfltnn v IMngston 

Queen of the South v Ayr 

Stranraer v Clyde 


DS MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DbWOK B* 

stac* v tags Lynn (7 451: SrtnmBwunB v 
Gravesend 6 Northfteet [?.45i. 
tcts league Fim Dtvtskxi; cnKnam v Maid- 
enhead. Representative RMteii: lets teagje 

XI v Combrmd Serncos (at Hendunr. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Bret M- 
vMaruRQssendalevBladiooQiltaierKSrHB- 
lem v Ekawoudi. 


WUVSTOrtLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Snem* « 
wwsabfe. v 

First Dt*. 

wo n: La atpune Towi v Butgfcssi H4 
UWJWOOTUWIIH) COUNTIES LEAGUE Pre- 
i»cr D Mstot Bourne vbpnKtag. 

«^™»RECTl£AOUE Premier DWslon 
1 7 451. Bueftw V Tiwnon; Wealwy v Bactawi 

, u5 y i y E Bender PMtloti 
17.45}: S oHam v Manft; Satmy Tam « lowaad 

LEAflo£ 

nrwoivwin: Whitby YGiuBtarougn. 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE First Mvkk>e 

FMoARQn> Ant round second leg: Pnrtadown 

Prwnior DNbm Baiun i 

Count* v Want 
j ?- 131 - Po nVafa v le*nsKr (7.0); Sun- 
w “w***"'- Second 

“"vm aafflaid Otv * ftwnenwm (7 Qi; 
Carte*! v Barnsley 17 , 01 . s 


i6.45i; torv v Wretfian 1 T.O 1 . TbW OMskm: 
Chester v Scartwmufli (7.0): * tMrimji: 

ton 1 7.0c Vrtfpn <, no dot* (7.£R. Ctestafteti 
v Doncaster <7.01. LMgaa Cep tme Four: 
, uncoH I7M. 

AVON INSURANCE COkUMATHN Fmt DM- 

slon: BnftMft v Chiton i2.0U IKM toven v 
OvsjI Peace ror vatel; canMf * Odort urn ao« 
towncti 1 ? Luton i7.1Bk Noiweh v WmMeoon: 
Souttvenpion v Brwol CHy tHB. 

EA YOUTH CUP Foath iw* AFC awnsmcuitt 
v Tranmero Roots. 

Rugby UnJoe 

CLUB MATCH: Buetmutn v RAF tr JO). 

BasKotbaU 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Crystal fww» * Home) & 
Worfoni Rotas raoi. 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Oon«on and HeogM Hasten (Worn 
Conference Cenirei, 
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sport 


World Cup 
bid upsets 



Football 


WYN GRIFFITHS 

The German federation, DFB. 
yesterday rounded on the 
Football Association for failing 
to consult them before decid- 
ing on a rival European bid for 
the 2006 World Cup fixate 

The DFB, embroiled in a row 
which also involves En gland 
and Europe’s governing body, 
Uefa, over bidding - for the 
event, said it had announced in 
1993 that Germany would seek 
to host the' finals. 

The federation feds that its 
English counterpart should 
have informed Germany of its 
Intentions before ex pre ss in g 
interest in the event much lat- 
er, following England's suc- 
cessful staging of last summer's 
Euro 96. 

“You have 63 ask the question 
whether a country should go to 
a partner and teu them rather 
than let them be. informed 
through the media," the DFB 
spokesman, Wolfgang Niers- 
bach, said. “It is normal that 
countries should talk to 
other-2 told FA official David 
Davies that we are not happy 
thardHngs started like this. It 
shouldn't; happen like that. 

“PCTiaps it fa forgotten but. 
DFB djief Egidius Braun was 
a huge supporter of England to 
get Euro 96 at times when 
some people were saying the 
event -can't go to England 
because of the hooligans." 

Last Friday, Uefa an- 


nounced it would be backing 
the Germans’ campaign spade 
ing outrage in British sporting 
and political circles. The FA 
called the decision “undemo- 
cratic" 

However, the Germans be- 
lieve Europe can fend off com- 
petition from Africa and South 
America, to stage the tourna- 
ment only if the continent acts 
in unison. They are desperate 
to avoid a repeat of the un- 
seemly contest for the 2002 
■ World Cup between Japan and 
South Korea. The event was 
eventually awarded jointly to 
ibe rival nations, a development 
which the Germans say is out 
of the question in this case. 

The FA, whose argument is 
primarily with Uefa. has at- 
tempted to heal the rift with 
the DFB. “Wfe have received a 
fax from the FA chief execu- 
tive, Graham Kelly, saying 
that the argument Is not with 
the Germans and we want to 
stay good friends and col- 
leagues," Niersbach said. 

“There have been no dirty 
tricks on our part in all ihk 
have always put our cards firm- 
ly on the table." 

Germany plans to put Franz 
Beckenbauer, the most suc- 
cessful figure in its footballing 
history, at the top of their bki 
The former Wbrid Cup-winning 
captain and coach has agreed to 
take on the same kind of lead- 
ing role which France gave to 
their former captain, Michel 
Platini, in a successful bid for die 
1998 finals. 


Panucci and Chiesa 
recalled by Maldini 


. Italy’s coach, Cesare Maldini. 
has made two changes to his 
squad for the World Cup qual- 
ifier against England at Wem- 
bley on 12 February. 

Enrico Chiesa and the Real 
Madrid defender.Christian Ea- 
nued, pome into the 21 -man 
squad after, missing MaldmTs 
first match in charge: last 
month's 2-0 friendly win over 
Northern Ireland in Palermo. 

Panned was left out last time 
becausehe had only just moved 
from Milan to Spain. With the 
Juventns defender Cfro Rsrrara 
now occupying the libero posi- 
tion, Panucci could Brie up at 
right-back instead of Angelo Di 
livio and play alongside Ales- 
sandro Costacurta, Paolo Mal- 
dini and Antonio Benarrivo in 
defence. 

The Milan midfielder,. Sle- 
fano Eranio, has dropped out 
of last month's squad because 
of injury but his dub-mate Pao- 
lo Maldiai, the coach's son, 
has been passed fit. He was sub- 
stituted after suffering a leg in- 
jury during Milan’s Serie A 
* t on Sunday. 


mix SQUAD (Mfaritf Cep Qnwp Wre v 
Entfand, Wretotoy. 12 February); Goal- 
keepers: Pentzzl Uiniefltus), tbldo 
(BorenSna). Defeodars: Ferrara [Juven- 
un), Costacurta; MakU (both Milan), 
Caonavaro, Bana rr h r o (both Parma). 
Haste (Lazio). Rosf (Intemaaonsfe), 
Paoucd (Red Maflntfl. MUMdars DI U»- 
lo Uwerrtus). Di Matteo (Chelsea). At- 
barttnT(Mte4. D Baggto (Parma), finer 
dado), CaAonltRoma). Forwards Cosip 
atfs (laM,temi (Mfodtesbrcutfi). 
Zola (Cheteak Del Piero (Juwenojs). 
i (Paana); 


BThe Interoa/kmale president, 
Massimo Moratti; fa apparent- 
ly uncertain of the future of his 
En g lish coach, Rov Hodgson. 

Inter have recently lost touch 
- with the Italian league leaders, 
Juventns, dipping to fifth in Sc- 
ried after a poor run of three 
draws and a home defeat 
Moratti said: “We’ve got the 
players bat we need to improve 
the way we play. We’ve got to 
train more and show more de- 
termination. Hodg>OD is con- 
scientious but the results aren’t 
coming; and therefore well have 
to see at the end of the season.” 
Moratti renewed Hodgson’s 

contract, which runs to the sum- 
mer of 1999, after Inter’s 5-1 de- 
feat of Boavism in the Uefa Cup 
third round last November. 


Happy travels for Boston 


RECYCLING 

made up 4122% of 
for UK newspapers 
if 1996 


ry. 


Basketball 

•^firic Williams scored six of his 
|27 points in a pivotal tbird- 
jarter run as the Boston 
sides recorded a 114-102 
tory over the Toronto 
|3&ptors on Monday. 

K:-3bdd Day scored 26 points 
^and David Wesley added 25. II 
/assists and seven rebounds for 
ii theGeltk^ who won away from 
. |hamftfor just the- second time 
^m;19|&oad games this season. 

i a rifee way to bounce 
i yesterday’s loss to 

^ r,**1he Boston coach. 

MiL ;Garr,-iaid of Sunday's 
l<Ea92^defeaL a ft was great 
^ tva good distribution 
of seSiii&Our guys need some 
tones since tins team 
led.” added Carr, 


whose club ended a 15-game 
losing run against the Eastern 
Conference opponents. 

Tbronto led 74-65 with 6 min 
47seckrft in the third quarter be- 
fore Boston began to wrest 
control. Marcus Camby pulled 
Tbronto within 91-85 with 9:47 
remaining. But Antoine Walk- 
er made a pair of lay-ups to ex- 
tend the lead to 10 points and 
Boston pulled away. 

In San Antonio, Mitch Rich- 
mond scored 26 points and 
combined with Jeff Grayer for 
1 1 points in an 2 tM) second-half 
run as the Sacramento Kings 
beat the Spurs 85-79. 

At Utah, Karl Malone scored 
14 of his 24 points in the first half 
ns the Jazz used a 16-0 first-half 
run to pull away for a 1 1 1-S9 de- 
feat of Lhe Washington Bullets. 


/AT), we* 
t Because i f 
ial business 
. And were 
must hurry- 


Senators have perfect 10 
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Statm Van Alien scored twice 
mShreegoal first period as the 
Offewa Senators reached 10 
ho^e victories for the first rime 
inSieir five-year history with a 
6-4/ win over the Vancouver 
Canucks on Monday. 

- ISMexei Yashin scored a goal 
-r his 24th - and two assists, 
Steve Duchesne got one and 
one assist and Jannc La u k kan en 
aid Randy Cunneyworth set up 
two goals each. - 

■■“I really have been enjoying 
playing lately,” Yashin said. 
. "biit I don't think it’s just me, 
ifs a team game and a line game 
and we’re just all playing well 
; right now." ... 

The Senators improved to 
5-2-3 in their last TO games and 
xafawl their record at home to 


10-14-6. Ottawa built a com- 
manding 5-1 lead and took a 
5-2 advantage into the third pe- 
riod. But J/avid Roberts and 
. Mike Ridley scored less than 
three minutes apart for \fon- 
couver in the third period to 
make it a one-goal game. 

The Canucks piled on the 
pressure in the Ottawa zone, but 
the Senators winger Denny 
Lambert made a perfect break- 
out pass to Alexandre Daigle, 
who convened the breakaway 
for his 20th goal with 7S seconds 
left to seal the victoiy. 

“This fa one of the most im- 
proved teams in the NHL.” 
. die l&ncouver coach, Tbm Hea- 
ney, said of the Senators. 

In’ Calgary, Stephan e Fiset 
made 38 saves; induefing Min the 
third period, as theLos Angeles 
Kings beat the Flames 3-2. 



lbroiito Raptors’ Doug Christie (right) knocks the ball away from the grasp of the Boston Celtics forward Eric Williams and the guard David 
Wesley (left) in the first quarter of the NBA match on Monday. Celtics cruised to a 114-102 victory Photograph: Rank Gunn/AP 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Hendry faces 
O’Sullivan in 
quarter-finals 


Snooker 


Stephen Hendry enhanced his 
phenomenal record at the Ben- 
son and Hedges Masters yes- 
terday by bearing Brian Morgan 
6-1 to reach the quarter-finals 
at Wembley Conference Centre. 

But the Scot, victorious in 29 
of 31 matches since making his 
Masters debut in 1989. left the 
arena disappointed at failing to 
convert agpkien opportunity for 
a maximum 147 break. 

After winning the first frame, 
Morgan looked capable of re- 
peating his surprise victory over 
Hendry in the last 16 of this sea- 
son’s Asian Classic in Thailand. 

But Hendry, attempting to lift 

the trophy for the seventh rime, 
fired in breaks of 70. 66, 65, 69 
and 71 to lead 5-1 and repel 
Morgans early challenge. 

The world champion, 
favourite lo win on Sunday, then 
gave himself an outstanding 
chance to finish in a blaze of glo- 
ry. Hendry potted the first 11 
reds along with 10 blacks in 
frame seven but, just as-a max- 
imum break looked possible, 
kissed off die brown as he tried 
to line up his next blade. 

He then undercut the black 
to dash his hopes of repeating 
his maximum at last month's 
Liverpool Victoria Charity 
Challenge. He said: “The table 
was extremely fast and I had to 
try and roll it in quietly lo hold 
on my next red.”' 

Hendry now tackles Ronnie 
O’SulUvan, his victim in that 
Charity Challenge final victoiy 
in Birmingham last month. 


American football 

Gawn Hastings has confirmed he will not 
be playing for the Scottish Claymores, 
lhe WMdlaagw ebampons, netf sea - 
son, though he win assst the club m 
martetingand premobonel projects. The 
Claymores are neAXotmg to bring 
Gary Parker, the Melrose rugsy player, 
to the dub as a possible reptwamem. 

Athletics 

The British Athletic Federation took an- 
other step towards a healthier finenoai 
future yesterday with a new £3m spon^ - 
sofship from &jpa. h tollcws offer tow- 
year deals worth £4m each with the 
sportswear firm Reeboh and Channel 4 
for coverage (X major meetings. 

Basketball 

Isaac Mot&n, Sheffield Sharfcs's Amer- 
ican signing, has returned to the Unit- 
ed States tor personal reasons. 

NMetaun 134 Toronto 102; Sacramento 8S 
San Mono 79: Utah 111 Waftlgion 89. 

Cricket 

SWTiaD 8H0SUS (final day of tea): Ada- 

. .. _ — lOSlaft 


ui FO0O (ABdraj. Morton tfamm. Samto 
(Laaoi, Aodmsfcd (OAiani. laridnl Qrcmi, Lo- 
c*uU OHMSOI; Boducd (Verna], UwcMt- 
■ fflMML Owporafl iSwnpdww). Vtaotata (ten. 

EN81AND SQUAD (SemHPro f in M lo n a l to- 
tanrattaaol « Ropubllo of Iralonrt, Wc ft roo n a 
PMfc. lUdbi, as Fdbroan): L Bacty (Wcta«, 
P SottBid (DaasniBm A Rooorag ei, W Stev 
wo cModnestaroi, J SB htadl, M Homarth lUot- 
dcsnetai. K Brown iWotong. p Webb 
(KjQdenmrtsuw, Q aattenrorth rltoshoen & o 
■mondei. M C i Wn ar moc c MeOaMi. D Hartnw 
iFamboTOMBii, K C rwwH IRuMn a D»- 
mondi). Q Manta fHyoe Unttdl. B Hmlaa 
(Stevona^ Boroup'’- N Dobarty nwMamaniiar 
Mamofsi. L H u g wa (Xiddeimunnr HtiWI, I 
Cnoha (Notatoh Vtotonai. 

LOAN TRANSFERS: Stove Caatfo inadMar] 
BmniffMn Ct» w «;aon Orient PwdRydotyF 


r Oiv to Levcn tare Stan T 
lOrtmoen Tranmere to Preston: Jta Vaiqpan 
ijmiieepcrl Lncoh Dty w Cotetwstor 
FACARUNC PftaiiBtSMPAMDNAIIONWIDe 
TOST OmSNIN OM SUSPCNSTONS: Senctai 
oft N laonoe (lacofloh 3 matetns ton 8 rta 
A tmpoy iQueefrs Roftn o rnatenoi trom 

8 F«a. a iNRafty poMk EHotay (LkomtI. 
E Cantona iKtarmsar Unri Mtn 2 nattaa Oom 

9 fee. a Poarao iNocuWwm Foroxi 2 mottv 
« tram 12 Fee. M Pet a w o n (SnctMd IM) 2 
matetm from T Feb. D Bta i iQueen's Pork 

U. R Navwaan iNorwch) bwft 2 r 


Mdt: Soutfi Austro la 293 1 


76. J 


0 SMdons 66. 8 Yota Winol and 142 rS YBurw 
&26): Tatmana 425 U Qro 9J. D F (Us H. D 
JfteNi58. HNAtUwi56i arc lltoCLTes- 
mania won by 10 wkkobu 
RES STTBPE COP ffferol day ft tap: Caatrtaa. 
St Lute Jansca n ta 184; VHntaTO Uantb 
104 and IX (FA Rote <-25i Jamaica wea by 
31 ibn. OoettetoeK Buyta v LOonerd Wm. 
Mated abandonad (nbi). 

SUPORSPORT SERES (Foar-day maKtwM 
Noomfontatn (SmJ doyj: Ffoo State 401 onO 
297 fat 9<UC ID JwtlMn 117: P Snyflom 4-52]; 
Bw»r367 tor 9 use and 222 fe> 5 (S ft** 88*$- 
UatadiML PMritWniaq^aolini 204and 
237 tAiujcer B2. A bVyto 61i; Eastern Pinmce 
262 01X117 tor 0. 

Football 

Commisstons of the Dr Martens league 
and the Football Association yesterday 
found Menhyr Tydfil had no grounds to 
dismiss Marti A&ewood, the former 
wash defender, from his player-coach 
role. This was upheld by an arbitration 
panel represent* bah sdei ACJewod, 
dismissed two years affo. wifl now press 
for a cash settlement. 

Celtic are expected to sign the Italian 

defender Enrico Annonl later this week 

after the Roma player arrived in Sas* 
gow for contract tafle. 

NORTHERN RtSLAND SQUAD MareattonM 


bom B Fee. KOXaMiNtaem 2n*teno»rtom 
5 Fet> ctfcch— (Uitoro. M Maroh iSautoanai 
batn 2 mtnjws from B Fob. 

NAnONWDE POOTBAU LEAGUE RMnontMl 
dates R«a 25 Fob: Dyad Pnce v AwM im 

1 Jan): G*Wwm v Stochporr r&om U Jane York 
v Prosser mam 26 Docj. Too is Mir Qma v 
Mflnd (ban IB Few. Tuo 2d Man Chessrfen 
t Sraavon rfrooi 2S.t»or M28MarTronnm 

v Southta f*t»" 22 Mar. Tua 1 Apr. Bnpaon 

v B amor ( fr om 31 Mar) Tea 15 Apr Cato# v 
ScuaiMUC fftom 4 FrtH. 

MOMUrS LATE RESULTS: t* Marttoto LH*M 
Ptaodar DMatorc Wocaor Cty 0 NrdauonBcr- 
ctar 3. UntBond Loapwa Wrot C WM c n i Asn- 
nn Untied 2 Lewi RM L Portfero Lboijb Pkst 
OtiQ o i nn: Proem 2 vfcrwj 0. Ama ro w— oa 
ftandtn a tl on Rtit Pte ri o n; AfCBaummitn 

2 Srorwoi 2\ CMbeo 0 QuWt psH* Rawn 

3 M HnguuniMO: wutoto l Pommoutn 2rar 
Pesnami. Spatobd I rropir LawtragroOHer- 
cuiM a 


managBf «n Scoresh footbe# when she 
totA up the post at Fteack Thsdetn the 
late 1980s. 

Dewd Brettoury. the Okfoam forward who 
toured the South Pacific with Great 
Britan last autumn, has a&eed a new 
improved two-year deal wtth the Bews. 

Rugby Union 

Ne3 Boobyer, the Lianett centre, w* be 
outofacbonforaboutthreeweeksaf- 
ter sufferings broken bone in hts hand 
agamst the Irish dub St Mary's CoBege. 

SaWn ^ 

Chns Law’s team, which includes Brit- 
ran’s Olympic silver medal Fist Ben 
Amslte art ttkw Olympian Andy Hem- 
ming was lying fifth out of 12 at the 
end of the second day of the first round- 
robln in the Austria Cup on the Swan 
Kwr Penh. Law’s score of four vans 
and three fosses keeps him wen in con- 
tention. 


AUSTRALIA CLP (Portn) Hrat rmnd-nddn: 1 M 
Homtowa rs«rol 6«m, 1 hk 2 B Pwro (Fn 5- 
2:3 P Cumxrr (Ai»1 5-3. S C Law 1N7> 4-3. 


SkHng 

: WORLD CHAM 


IPS ( T a n tara, 
R) Man’s doMtoBt LaadbiE tbsas (ibst ofn- 
toal fata l tw imio aj: 1 F SooM vAuo liron 
53BBMC: 2L Aphind th) 1:53.99: 3 W Farr 
lACl L5433: 4 HTnW lAuu l:54.47:5AScror- 
bro LAUD 1A4.7& • POroeo IMlTI 1:54.78; T 
i Snoi Ac 1-5467; S P vnabu [#> Id&OSi 
* h cneona ,bj 15151; 10 L Caoamo ou 
L«BB 

Snootor 

BENSON AND MESQES MASTERS (Wtablay 
Cndw inw Cantra) t asond nm£ S Hmty 

fSooi H B Mayn itr® 6-1 

Swln luiln^ 

WORLD CUP SHOta-OOUtSC HSCT (iNtarta, 
te S sta ro d HtarB Cwiaro MW l i oiid i ljHwD- 
Sd TeCSTwc. 2 R Mtam (C81 2BJO; S D 
tarn Ito 283d. lOoro bato taita 1 M Hr- 
"SICS' 53.95: 21 (sanoiCTOai 54.06; 3 NBu- 
taalRomi 54PB.WO— cMHwi dTOyelS 
«»" 'UBl 2mm 12.42MC: 2 S Hnn lOsrt 
2:1X33: 3 B CCataro IRom> 2:1X83. 


Corkery 
unlikely 
to face 
England 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


The luck of the Irish? Don’t 
mention it to David Corkery, 
the red-blooded blind-side 
flanker who slipped his chal- 
lenge for a place on ibis sum- 
mer’s Lions lour of South 
Africa into overdrive with an un- 
compromisingly effective dis- 
play in his country’s victory 
Liver Whies at the weekend. 

Although Corkery complet- 
ed the match in Cardiff, it slkmi 
transpired that he did so with 
a broken bone in hfa right hand. 
He is doubtful for the match 
with England in Dublin on Sat- 
urday week - he expects a de- 
finitive opinion from his 
specialist tomorrow - and may 
also miss the date with Scotland 
at Murrayficld Lin 1 March. 

The irrjuiy fa likely to hurt Ire- 
land more than it hurt the Bris- 
tol forward, who was so focused 
on the rough and tumble with 
the Welsh that he remained un- 
aware of any problem until, by 
chance, he looked at his hand 
and realised than he ring finger 
was at 90 degrees to the rest of 
it. 

“I thought at first that it was 
a had dislocation, so 1 pulled the 
finger back frilo shape myself,” 
said the 24-year-old fitness in- 
structor from Cork yesterday. “1 
did that to make sure of stay- 
ing on the field - 1 had no in- 
tention of going off - hut as it 
turned out, 1 did the right thing 
from a medical point of view. 
I've been told that by acting im- 
mediately, I minimised the 
damage. 

*The X-ray has confirmed a 
break and all the details have 
been given to an orthopaedic 
surgeon. I'd like to think 1 was 
50-50 for the England game - 
as broken hands go, it's not the 
worst -but I suspect I’ll beveiy 
fortunate to make it.” 

Ireland will curse their mis- 
fortune if their outstanding big- 
hit ladder fa forced to withdraw, 
but they have room lo ma- 
noeuvre. They could recall Ed- 
die Halvcy or Anthony Foley, 
who are both full internation- 
als, or gamble on a debut for 
Kieran Dawson, the London 
Irish short-side specialist. 

A still more attractive option 
might be to relocate Eric Miller 
from No 8 lo No 6 . thus creat- 
ing space for Paddy Johns to 
shift from second row to back 
row with Gabriel Fulcher re- 
stored the engine room. But 
Johns fa playing the best rugbv 
of his life at lock and with 
Miller in equally inspirational 
form, the selectors might prefer 
to leave well alone. The Irish 
announce their side on Sunday’. 

Joost van der Wesihuizen. 
South Africa’s liy-scoring 
scrum-half, has joined” the list of 
players in the World XV squad 
to play England's champions ai 
Twickenham on 24 May for the 
Sanyo Cup. The squad, cap- 
tained by Philippe Sella, already 
contained most of the world’s 
best players including David 
Campese and Francis Pienaar. 


Tfennl* 

Stem Graf now hopes to be fit to play 
in a WTA event m Hanover starting on 
17 Febroaiy after the injury to her left 
l«e. which forced her to withdraw from 
the Pan Ftafic final in Tbhvo at the week- 
end. was diajsiosed to be not as seri- 
ous as feared. 

TOWN womots CRN iun) Sirota row 
itart S Imm |Fn H P Hy-Bouta fCml 4-b 6- 

0 6-3: B (totnar (CM a E Wunr (CM 7-5 &0 
roc M Wm IBUD BLIMh lUSi 6-3 7-fi 0-2. 
UA WDMSTS MIEtUlt ButariimO Ita 
flnt row* l AN KB) til Hbm (OBI 6 1 

A LanbvA SB) U C Wire Ultavi 61 6-1. I 
Pouwta (Ban w K Cron iQBi b-2 j-6 S3. 1 
WMlOBiHM Bobawlow IFUHBOS l;Olm 
<• An H D Hwu irortni 7-5 B-O. M LUlv icsi 
M M Gokwnmrm (ta) 6-2 2 6 61 K Um 
Atatron (N*mi n 0 smnm ittun e a 6-a 
Alecror iltomt N A L» Ouetac iFn 7 5 6-3: L 
Wbodfoiro (GB) M C Lyra iGB' d 1 f-4; M hduS 
■BBMNMhl U J WbM iQBl 4-6 64 6 3: N EBn 
M (Ruto to V Omm tQBl 63 60, A Von Dm 
Hi** (NKh) H E Jta (Cat 61 67 63. P 
Otoustata IBtai M S WMcttmnaunr rCsri 
60 4-6 63; A Gun (Aim) n I lutrow jRuii 6 

1 1-6 6-4; H Mamma tGBi In l launrr iGSi 
7-5 62 S-4 SakM |GB) bl A WtaMftfniGUi 4 
6 62 B-O. 
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in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 
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Ice skating 

Oksana Bawl, tha Olympic and former 
worttfl&ue skating champon who was 
charged with drunk end recWess driving 
when her Mercedes left the road test 
month, was yesterday granted leave to 
enter an alcohol education progamma 
If Bawl, of Hartford, ConneebcuL suc- 
cessfofly completes the progamme. the 
drunk driving charge wifi be dro p ped. 
On the reckless driving. Bawl entered 
a no-contest plea to a reduced charge 
of travelling unreasonably fast and 
was fined *90 (£57). • 

Rugby League 

Oldham Bears yesterday named Dorothy 
Martin as their new commercial man- 
ner to succeed Ray W, who has Joined 
Salford Reds. Manm, 36. ton Glasgow^ 

became the first female co m merci a l 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 

North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Af-a-gfance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 160+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Can SKIFAX- the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


Around the resorts 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990100 843 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 14 









Health and beauty 

Keith Elliott on the gmmick-free 
alternative to aerobics, page 22 


sport 
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Astie pays his dues 

Derek Pringle meets New Zealand's 
unlikely batting herb, page 24 


Tanner Horseplay on the snow and ice at St Moritz 


banned 


for three 


months 


Football 

ADAM SZRETER 


The Ipswich Town manager 
George Burley last night 
promised to stand by his mid- 
field player. Adam Tanner, af- 
ter he was banned by the 
Football Association for three 
months for taking cocaine. 

The 23-vear-old became only 
the third English League play- 
er to test positive for cocaine af- 
ter being asked to provide a 
random sample at the Ipswich 
training ground on 9 December. 

After a two-and-a-haJf hour 
hearing at Lancaster Gale, dur- 
ing which Tanner made full ad- 
missions and said he had been 
“guilty of senseless and foolish 
behaviour'’, the three-man com- 
mission handed out a sentence 
which was regarded as lenient. 

“Adam knows that he has 
done wrong, that he has let down 
himself, his family and the club 
and that if it happens again it will 
be the end of his football ca- 
reer," said Burley. “He made a 
very bad mistake and has to ac- 
cept his punishment. But the ex- 
pert evidence said that this was 
a one-off isolated incident in so- 
cial circumstances." 

Burley and the midfield play- 
er, Simon Milton, acted as char- 
acter witnesses for Tanner, who 
admitted knowingly allowing 
his drink to be spiked with the 
Class A performance-enhancing 
drug in a nightclub. 

Brendon Batson, the deputy 
chief executive of the Profes- 
sional Footballers' Association, 
stressed at the hearing that file 
PFAs campaign against drugs in 
football would continue. “Our 
position on drugs remains the 
same - they have no place in 
football,” Batson said. 

“We do not want to see any 
lads, whether junior or senior 
professionals, putting their ca- 
reers and the good name of 
football on the line. Adam had 
a very good hearing. The deci- 
sion taken suits the offence 
and now the lad has to go on to 
put things in order.” 

David Ginola has hinted he 
would relish a return to Puis St- 
Germaxn after losing his first- 
team place at Newcastle. Ginola 
has made only two starts in five 
matches under Kenny Dalglish. 
“As far as transfers are con- 
cerned. nothing is definite un- 
til the forms are signed.” Ginola 
said. “But I'm disappointed 
when 1 see Paris's results and 
I've not forgotten the club 
where I had some magic times.” 

The Middlesbrough manag- 
er Bryan Robson has added to 
his Brazilian contingent by sign- 


ing Emerson’s cousin, Fabic^on 
an 18-month contract altera tri- 
al. Fahio, a 24-year-old mid- 
fielder, holds a Portuguese 
passport so Middlesbrough 
have no work permit problems. 

Meanwhile, Middlesbrough 
fans yesterday delivered 18,500 
signed postcards, including one 
from their former player Wflf 
Man nio n, in a petition to the 
FA to try to overturn; the three- 
point penalty following their 
faQure to fulfil a Premiership 
fixture at Blackum in Decem- 
ber. Dave Roberts, who com- 
mentates for a local radio 
station, said: “You can fine the 
dub and that will hit them 
hard but you're not punishing 
the fans at the same time, and 
that’s the message the fans 
wanted to put across." 

Mick Jones, the assistant to 
the sacked Plymouth Argyle 
manager Neil Warnock, has 
been put in caretaker charge of 
the Second Division chib. 

Bournemouth are to apply to 
the High Court to withdraw the 
receivers, called in last week by 
Lloyds Bank, who are owed 
£2.1m of the dub's 4.4m debt. 
Bournemouth's director Roy 
Pack claims the dub has never 
been in default with interest or 
capital repayments - but 
Bournemouth's new Thist Com- 
mittee believes Packs stance is 
not in the club's best interests. 

Brighton supporters have 
made it clear Ural Saturday's 
protest at the Goldstone 
Ground, involving fans from 
all over the country, will still go 
ahead despite a series of mea- 
sures aimed at placating them. 

Terry Venables is to hold a 
training camp in Europe to 
help prepare overseas-based 
Australian players for forth- 
coming World Cup qualifying 
matches. The former England 
manager plans to base the four- 
day coaching session in either 
Britain or the Netherlands. 

Bobby Robson has received 
a vote of confidence from the 
Barcelona dub board ahead of 
tomorrow's Spanish Cup tie 
with Real Madrid. The former 
England coach has also been 
backed by a group of fans who 
took out a newspaper advert ask- 
ing for “respect, justice and 
support" for Robson. 

However. Robson will be 
nervous to hear that the Ajax 
coach Louis van Gaal's negoti- 
ations to sign for a foreign club 
were “at an advanced stage" but 
he still felt it too early to name 
his new employer. “I have been 
linked to AC Milan, Barcelona, 
Newcastle United, Bayern Mu- 
nich, you name it. I have to ad- 
mit that list flatters me,” he said. 


.'.-v 



Switzerland experienced aU 
wearing grips to keep them 


the fun of a day at the races when St Moritz hosted a meeting with a difference this week. Horses raced on a frozen lake covered In snow 
upright. Michael Hourigan, the Irish trainer, enjoyed two winners ridden by his son Paul. Racing, page 23; photograph, Mike Hewitt/Allsport 


Clark warns City crowd to be patient 


Frank Clark has called on his 
Manchester City players to re- 
ward the faith of their die-hard 
Maine Road fans by harnessing 
the magic of the FA Cup. 

City take on Watford in a de- 
layed fourth round tie tomor- 
row night, with a home dash 
with Middlesbrough the lucra- 
tive prize if they overcome the 
Second Division club. 

Clark, who has steered his side 
to a five-game unbeaten run 
since becoming the dub's fifth 
manager this season, wants a re- 
peal of toe sort of stylish per- 
formance they put on at Oxford 


on Sunday, where they won 4-1, 
Clark’s first victory as manager. 

“It's important to win your 
home games to get the fans on 
your side and keep them there," 
said Clark, who began his reign 
with three draws before an FA 
Qip win at Brentford and the vic- 
tory at Oxford. “A good K\ Cup 
run would give everyone con- 
nected to toe dub a big lift and 
especially toe fans who have 
been absolutely magnificent.” 

Despite all their problems, 
City have attracted crowds av- 
eraging almost 27,000 and they 
expect that many to watch the 


Watford game. Clark has 
warned them of toe need for pa- 
tience as Watford have demon- 
strated their resilience by 
compiling a 22-match unbeat- 
en run that has included just 
nine victories. 

Watford's manager, Kenny 
Jacket!, who saw his team avoid 
the Football League record of 
eight successive draws by beat- 
ing Rotherham 2-0 on Saturday, 
believes his mTen can upset the 
odds if they can keep the City 
fans quiet. “It will be a veiy big 
crowd and a very vocal crowd, 
but if we can get to half-time lev- 


el then they may turn against 
City,” he said. 

“This is the kind of game our 
players will have dreamed 
about, playing against a big 
club like Manchester City in a 
terrific stadium and in front of 
a big crowd. It will be a great ex- 
perience from them and I be- 
lieve that we are well capable of 
going there and getting a win if 
we perform well on the night-" 

Watford could welcome back 
their striker Kevin Phillips after 
an ankk injury that has sidelined 
him far 10 months, although Do- 
wn White and Keith NfiQen are 


suspended and Gary Porter and 
David Connolly are injured. 

With on-loan Nottingham 
Forest full-back Craig Arm- 
strong ineligible, Jacfcett will 
once again be forced to turn to 
toe youngsters, with tender trio 
Richard Flash, Dominic Lud- 
den and Wayne Andrews all in- 
cluded in the squad. 


Gty also have their problems, 
with their on-loan Forest goal- 
keeper, Toxiimy WrighV un- 
available, their new signing 
Kevin Horlock aip^ned, Ian- 
Brigbfwell ruled otrtbyacalfTn- 
ruiy and central defensive Jpair 
Kit Symons and Alan ' Ker- 
naghan both having flu .and 
hamstring doubts. • : 
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Book by 28 Feb, travel by 19 Mar 
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Zombie, Doggy and the 
song album from hell 


AMSTERDAM^ 


• 1 nights B&B 

• ★ ★★ Amstd Botel e I 

• Additional nights £30 *■ “ ** " 

• Heathrow, Manchester & regional 


Cricket 

NICK DUXBURY 



Karaoke crooners are in for a 
tonsil-twanging session on the 
cricket fields of New Zealand 
where aU five one-dayers 
against England will offer a host 
of tracks from the Greatest 
Dressing-room Album Ever. 

Personally selected tunes, in- 
cluding “Cigarettes and Alco- 
hol”, will add to the repertoire 
of England's “Barmy Army" 
touring fans, thanks to the New 
Zealanders' desire to spice up 
toe internationals by playing the 
batsmen's favourite ditty as 
they walk to the crease. 

The England players have re- 


sponded with a light-hearted se- 
lection. Hence toe choice of toe 
once wayward PhU Tuffnel for 
the Oasis number concerning 
smoking and drinking. Darren 
Gough, whose star has waned 
after being hailed as toe new 
Botham, still has enough self- 
belief to go for “Walking On 
Sunshine" by Katrina and the 
Wives. Alec Stewart, however, 
may be accused of taking the 
tongue-in-cheek approach too 
far with rocker Bryan Adams' 
“Summer of 69". 

Mike Atherton, the England 
captain, whose innings during 
the tour have rarely lasted 
longer than a three -minute sin- 
gle, has a liking for another song 
by Brit pop’s finest - “Some 


Might Say", while his vice -cap- 
tain Nasser Hussain was no 
doubt thinking about the per- 
formance against the might of 
Malabo I eland with “Zombie". 

The opener Bryan Young 
has done his credibility ir- 
reparable barm by having 
Sade’s “Smooth Operator" on 
the Kiwi soogsheet, but they do 
warm up a little with Chris 
Hams opting for T&mrny Roe's 
“Dizzy" and Nathan Astle’s 
“Unbelievable" by EMF. 

Sadly, the best song may nev- 
er by heard. England’s reserve 
wicket-keeper. Jack Russell, 
is struggling to get a game but 
shouldbe get the call, dear the 
throats for “How Much is that 
Doggy in the Window?" 


sr* £5 PARIS 

furoitar ■ m ^ 

I or 2'nights B&B • 
★ ★ Grand Hotel de Paris 

L- — ^ LWf Additional nights 03^ 

"h Eurostar from Waterloo 7 * ; 


PRAGUE 


• 2 nights B&B ^ 
•★★★Julian ™ 


• Additional nights £20 

• Heathrow, Stansted & Manchester* 
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Tme Off 



2 nights B&B ?- 
{LMm,Mmrn ★★★ Ponte 5«sto * 
Additional ni^rts p3 ? 
Gatwick, Heathrow* & I'fcnchester* 


ACROSS 

1 One appointed by pope to 
call attention to west, for ex- 
ample (K*) 

10 Constantly overdrawn. vet 


Breath- admired t7l 

1 1 Virginia, one who is enter- 
tained most imprecisely (7) 

12 Loose-Minted section of 
plank yielding (5) 


13 Able to keep English wine in 
French bank? (9) 


14 Standards of society full off 
to start with t5l 

16 Concerned with the line 
from Lancaster? (9) 

15 Willingness to change one 

note for A — that gives 

the oboe quality 19) 

19 Biy taking on Olympic fin.il - 
ists’ is involved in "a row (5) 

20 Soldiers, united in mission, 
demand vigour on the square 
(4-51 


23 March King (thins slates 
composer) (5) 

24 Novelty, having no puh wel- 
come? V?) 

25 Leaflet describing atrium (7) 

26 Striker not back at work? (6- 
7) 

DOWN 

2 The edge of Wimbledon? (9) 

3 Cheese in American bowler 
15) 

4 Depths of rain, perhaps, en- 
gulfing daughter (5) 

5 Book m which evil is 
cutout (9) 

b Consoled, say, they slop 
playing (9) 

7 New delivery marts (5) 

S In favour of time-share 



build-up? (13) 

One taking valentines, we 


hear, replaces these unusual- 
ly (13) 


15 Hide female dressing. 
Dancer? (9) 

16 Untypical behaviour near 
caber-tossing (9) 

17 He abandons engineers, new 
to lightweight railway... (9) 

21 ... platform for engineer of 
another kind? (5) 

22 Goddess inspiring words of 


opera, Joscd (S) 
23 wages spiral (5) 


ENGLAND'S HITS AND MISSES 


MfkeAtberton and 
Nick Knight 
Nasser Hussain . 
Graham Thorpe 
KUtc Stewart . 

John Crawley 
DjmnWciCork- •• /■? 
Darren Gough 
Rowjto Irani . 
Andy Cadtfick 
RobertCroft '■ 
PtKtnifMU 
Chris SEfrenwood ■ 
Craig White 
Aim Muflafly .. 


The Official England list The Jndependant Bootleg Suggestion 

. " Some Might Say. Ofy Oasis). T JV . Should / Stay Or.Shoutci tGo (The _Cfesfl) 

or... Go Mow (Moody Blues) 
2 ombte (The Cranberries) ' i • • Studc'tfi.tfffl Middle with i Vbo TStestere Wheel] 

• Swamp Thing (The Grid) Halfway To Paracfise (aaiy Fury) 

. Summef.ores (B»y&n Adana) 'StmoffryfSthbrlMRJ^ 

Wbndawall (Oasis) " “ Alone Agim, Natural^ (GObeit O’SvilivwU 

There's NoiWfigivitohtOpW/.: C;v..' ' ' ■:* hmccevoo: 

Walking On Sunshine (Kanina and the Waves) On OMay Moor Bar Tat (Trad! 
TWo Tribes (Frankie Goes to Hollywood) *./. DotTt Look Baricln Ar^srjOMi^ 


\ Ztenbte^Ohe Cranberries) ' I . 

■ Swamp Thing (The GrW) 

; v Su*nrner;or ^ (Bryan Adams} 

‘ Wbridawall (Oasfe) 

TTKre’s NtjJWngrWoh-t OoCPg, 


JackRusseT 


Davfaf.Uoyd 


t Feel 'Good Dames Brown) - • * " Nowhere Man t Belies) 

Delilah Obm Jones) ' . (S)p/hba|f.Wfeart 

Cigarettes and Aioohol (Oasis) Sat Out Of HeH tMeatloef) 

1 Suoereonic (Oasfc) ?; fv ./Great Balfs irfl^lferytee Lmfe)- 

Son Of A Gun DX) ■ . - Wannabe (Spied Girls)- 

. AinYwottyrig But The RaalTWngs v 1 -.! ttdf afCeii B»'(Stoanne Vega) 
(Maroeila Detroit and Elton John) 

How.Murti.te.th* Dt^gy in Wn 0 ow» V v 

(Carole Carr) • '? " ' : (Hlghteous Bribers) 

• v .->' • '-a 

oiL. Reasons Ib-Be Oieeriul (lah biay) 
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FLORENCE 


: 1'sr if £ 207' 

• Additional ni^rts £24 

* Gatwick. Heathrow* & Stansted* 


VENICE 


2 nights B&B * 
★★Gorsna:* 
Additional nights £28. • 
Gatwick & Heathrow* * 


* Ail prices do NOT include airport taxes. All hotels 
are centrally located and have ensuite bathrooms 

♦ Scsne arpotj icvf/re a.H4Jpta7»ent 
Prices per person based upon 2 sfor&n a room. ^ 

» ALLOFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY ’TJS’ 

t fori«enrolfm|dxHKHi}nfeF^09J0hii8J^ 

> 0181-960 9066 ]£ 
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